your daily needs.
Thanksgiving for Relationships - Be grateful for

family, friends, and community.

Thank God for Health - Praise Him for health

and healing.

Gratitude for Life's Challenges - Thank God for

the strength and growth that comes from trials.

Thanksgiving for Salvation - Praise God for the
gift of salvation through Jesus Christ.
Thank God for Guidance - Be grateful for His

direction and wisdom

Gratitude for Pedce - Thank Him for peace in
difficult times

Thank God for Spiritual Growth - Praise Him for
your growth in faith.

Thanksaiving for Future Blessings - Trust God
for blessings yet to come.

LRy ¥ LRy
Thanksgiving Prayer Points
Thank God for His Love - Praise Him for His
unfailing and steadfast love.
Gratitude for Provision - Thank God for meeting




November 2025 Newsletter

“On Wings Like Eagles”

...but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength

They shall mount up with wings (ike eagles,

They shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.
Isaiah 40:31

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
PO Box 2, 772 St. Johns Road
Saint Johns, PA 18247

Church Office Phone Number: 570-788-2685
Email: stjohns@epix.net
Facebook: SJELC.StlohnsPA
Website: www.sjlutheran.org

Pastor Designate: Reverend Michele Kaufman
Organist: Brenda Zimmerman
Church Secretary: Rose Fox
Phone: 570-788-2685
Office Hours: M-W9amto1lpm,F-9amto12 pm

Our Purpose
(Our sense of what God is calling us to be and do in the mission of the Church)
God’s purpose for our congregation is to be a Christ-centered community, glorifying God and
sharing the gospel and blessings with our neighbors.

Sunday Mornings
Adult Bible Study @ 8:45 am
Youth Sunday School is held at 10 am

Catechism Classes
Catechism Classes for youth in grades 6, 7, and 8" grades is available.
Parents and P. Kaufman agree to a schedule that is compatible for all.

All are invited to join us for our worship/fellowship opportunities.



Contact Information

Pastor Michele Kaufman — Pastor Designate
Phone Number: 570-881-2371
If you have a pastoral need such as a request for a hospital visit, pastoral care need, or spiritual
counseling, please contact P. Kaufman.

For other requests such as a baptism, funeral, or wedding, please contact the church office @
570-788-2685. If necessary, please leave a message including your full name, phone number, the
reason for your call, and the best time to contact you.

2025 Church Council Officers/Members
Don Wenner, Jr. - President
Melody Hinderer - Vice President
Jane Krouse - Secretary
Jan Jacobus - Assistant Secretary
Jennifer Cipriani - Treasurer
Sherry Grenzberg - Assistant Treasurer (not on Council)
Janet Brady
Patty Phile
Betty Wenner
Donald Wenner, Sr.

Church Ministries — See Calendar for Scheduled Meetings/Events
Finance Team — Don Wenner Jr., Chairperson
Lay Eucharistic Ministry Team: Melody Hinderer, Judy Mundie
Learning Ministry Team: Donna Cassarella, Chairperson
Prayer Circle Ministry: Kim Deliman, Chairperson
Prayer Shawl Ministry: TBA, Chairperson
Property Team: Jim Cassarella, Chairperson
S.E.R.V.E. Ministry: Donna Cassarella, Chairperson
Worship and Music Ministry Team: TBA, Chairperson

We offer many opportunities for ministry. If interested, please contact the church office, a
council member, or the chairperson(s) listed above.



“To everything there is a season; a time and purpose under heaven.”

Ecclesiastes is, of all the books in the Bible, uniquely concerned with this question of
A WORD the meaning of life. Most people are not very familiar with it, other than a few phrases
FROM THE they have heard here and there, such as "For everything there is a season, a time for
PASTOR every purpose under heaven, especially made famous by the Byrds in “Turn, Turn,
Turn.” Time is a commodity; how we spend our time can make all the difference in the
- world towards the quality of our life and the lives and events of which we are a part of.

You may remember the story of when Jesus went to Bethany to visit Lazarus and his two sisters, Mary and
Martha. They didn't hesitate to begin the preparations. When Jesus arrived, Mary stopped what she’s doing
and visited with Jesus. Meanwhile, Martha continues working until she becomes frustrated and says, "Lord,
do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me!" And he says to her:
"Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things; one thing is needful. Mary has chosen
the good portion, which shall not be taken away from her."

If we don't know the rest of the story, we may assume that Martha had a shallow faith and that Mary had
all the spiritual depth. Not really! Recall when Lazarus died? They had sent for Jesus several days before.
When he finally comes, Martha hurries to him while Mary stays home. "If you had been here," she says to
Jesus, "my brother would not have died." No recrimination. Just simple trust. "l know even now," she goes
on, "that God will give you whatever you ask of Him!" Notice that Martha did not say, "l hope" or "l think,"
but she said, "l know"! In spite of her sorrow, she exclaims: "l believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of
God who was to come into the world!"

What a confession of faith! The woman who once was flustered by last minute preparations became one of
the first to recognize and proclaim who Jesus really is. Martha's faux pas was not lack of spirituality. It was a
matter of timing and perspective. In Ecclesiastes chapter three, we hear the rhythmic cadence of the writer
who says:

"For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven...
...a time to be born, and a time to die.

...a time to break down, and a time to build up.

...a time to cry, and a time to laugh.

...a time to keep silence, and a time to speak."

There's a time for everything. The tough part is keeping it all in perspective. How to you achieve the kind of
wisdom that avoids "making mountains out of mole hills and mole hills out of mountains"?

Have you ever been in a hurry and buttoned up your coat, only to discover when you were done that the
coat was uneven? What went wrong? When you don't get the first button in the right hole, all the rest are
out of sequence too. That's a parable about life. Jesus said it this way in the Sermon on the Mount: "Seek
first God's kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as well." (Matthew 6:33) If the
Lord is not the high priority in your life, then, like the overcoat, so many other things in life will be out of
whack as well.



President’s Corner:

Hi, St. John’s and Friends.

Folks, remember to look at the Church Callander in the newsletter and church bulletin for what’s going on in
the church and SYNOD.

This year’s Christmas Party will be held on Saturday, Dec. 13" at Four Blooms. The maximum we can have
attend is 40 people. To sign up, please see Melody Hinderer or myself after church.

The highlights from the last council meeting are below.

Worship and Music:

e Nov. 2nd: All Saints Sunday — 3 Baptisms and 6 Deceased

e Nov. 30th: starts Advent Giving
o Nov. 30th: Fritzingertown Senior Living
o Dec. 7th: VA Hospital
o Dec. 14th: Head Start
o Dec 21st: Divine Providence (hats, gloves, socks)

e We are buying an artificial tree for our church. It will be put up on Saturday, Nov. 29*" at 10 am, and

the tree and church will be decorated then.

S.E.R.V.E. Team: Chairperson Donna Cassarella
e Both the Kid’s Night and Hobo party were canceled for not enough people signed up.
e 10 people attended the Painting Night in September. Another one will be planned for
November/December with a Christmas theme.
e The next meeting is next Thursday, Sept. 25th, at 6:30 pm.

Learning Ministry Team: Chairperson Donna Cassarella.
e Our Sunday School is growing. If you like working with kids, we need to have three teachers for
either full or part-time.
e At Kid’s Night on 10/14/25, 11 kids attended. Remember to check the Calendar.

Property Team: Chairperson Jim Cassarella.
e The church brick chimney is deteriorating badly. Don Sr. called Chimney Enterprises to come and
look at it.
e Don Wenner Sr. picked up plastic window covers for the Sunday School rooms. They need to be put
in.

Lay Eucharist:
Pastor, Melody and Judy continue to visit our shut ins.

Call Committee: Melody Hinderer — Chairperson.
Members: Judy Mundie, Jane Krouse, Jim Cassarella, Sheila Maslo.

Old Business:
e Melody completed the update of our Constitution. She still needs to review it one final time before
handing out copies to council for review.
e The Sausage and Pancake Supper was again a great success. Jennifer is still running the numbers.
But it should be around $5,600.00. Thanks to everyone for helping!!
e The next Mission District President’s meeting is on Nov. 5" at 7 pm at our church.



Continuation of President’s Corner...
New Business:
e Jen Cipriani said that the Scouts would like to hold a Wilderness First Aid training for the Scouts in
our basement on Jan. 10" or Jan. 17t

Gods speed.
Don Wenner Jr,,

Council President
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Supply Pastor Schedule Altar Flower Sponsors

November 2 — Rev. Chip Fairchild In Loving Memory of Loved Ones by Patty Phile

November 9 — Rev. Melvin Mundie In Loving Memory of Donnie Wenner Il by Family

November 16 — Rev. Chip Fairchild In Honor of Luke Thomas’s 3" Birthday by Steve and Mel Hinderer
November 23 — Rev. Chip Fairchild In Loving Memory of Mary Wrazen by Kim and Joe Washko
November 30 — Rev. Carl Schweitzer In Honor of My Children by Maureen Schramm

Bulletin Sponsor for November: Anonymous
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November Birthdays and Baptism Celebrations

We publish these celebrations with permission and information given by our members. If your celebration
is missing from our list, please call the church secretary with the information, and your information will be
updated. Thank you!

#=NOVE \/BER

"Baptism
o) &0

BIRTHDAYS
November 8 — Savanah Heckman November 7 — Gene Steinman
November 9 — David Cunfer November 7 — Lucas Leitner
November 15 — Jared Crawford November 10 — Mary Ellen Sims
November 19 — Melody Hinderer November 10 — Korri Cipriani
November 21 — Luke Thomas November 18 — Janet Brady
November 23 — Dawn Wagner November 19 — Monroe Mumie
November 23 — Steven Janso November 21 — Madison Mumie

November 26 - Jacob Bennett
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Bulletin Sponsors

You may sponsor our weekly church bulletins for 2025. The cost for one week is $10.00. Available Dates are
listed, and forms are available in the St. Stephen’s room. Please fill out the form along

with your check payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church and return it to our church Eg =
secretary. All weeks in December are available.

Church Bulletin
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Alar , |
9 4 2026 Flower Chart

Flowers
, The 2026 Altar Flower Chart is now available in the St. Stephen’s Room.
The flower offering is $24.00 per week.




S} Monthly Coffee Hour

" )
3 o /{1 ;“ The next coffee hour will be held on November 2™ (after service) to celebrate the
. ”@ November birthdays, along with a display from all the teams in our church. Please plan
to attend.
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Hymn Requests

Do you have a favorite hymn? You may request hymns to be played from our
hymnals, the ELW (red book), the WOV (blue book), or the LBW (green book). If the
hymn isn’t in either, request it anyway! We will do our best to play the hymns. Please 8 \
complete a slip; they are found in the St. Stephen’s Room. Place your request in the /MY FAVORITE HYMNS
offering plate.
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Valley Food Pantry

As we do every year, our churches, together with the Valley Food Pantry, distribute
special “Holiday” food boxes. This Thanksgiving, our church will sponsor “pasta”.
Donations must be in by November 16™. Besides the “Holiday” food boxes, the food
pantry is in need of tomato products (sauce, diced, stewed, crushed), tuna, soups, snacks
,‘ (individually wrapped crackers, cookies, Pop-Tarts, etc.) Please make sure the products
"’s are within the expiration date. No medications/vitamins, etc., are accepted. Your

ahenkéglvmg generosity is greatly appreciated.
Baskets
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Prayer Circle

Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. Colossians 4:2

Do you have a prayer request for yourself or someone else? Please contact Kim Deliman
at 570-788-4459. Tell me if you would like the prayer request to be included in the bulletin
and placed on the prayer circle list. Do you want to be contacted by Pastor Michele Kaufman? You may also

call the Church office or sign the Prayer Request list located on the table in the St. Stephen’s Room.
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Did you know...

If you use online banking, you can set up the church as a Vendor and schedule your bank to
W automatically mail in your weekly/monthly offering. This way you don’t have to remember to

bring your offering each week. Please enter the Vendor as St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran
k’ﬂ % Church and use PO Box 2, St. John’s PA, 18247 for mailing. If you have any questions, please
see Jennifer Cipriani.
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Worship & Music Meeting " Justa |

reminder...

The next Worship & Music Meeting will be held on Monday, November 24" at 10:30 am. ~ ®



Church Women United - World Community Day - November 7" at 1 pm

§ % Conyngham United Methodist Church (411 Main St., Conyngham) will be hosting World
cu Community Day. CWU Celebrations 2025 with “God’s Daughters Living Powerful Lives”.
The theme is “Be Kind at All Times. ( Ephesians 4:32) A service will be held at 1 pm with

% wamm“‘;\\@‘ refreshments following. Contact Dawn Klick at 570-788-4355 or Arlene Stagg at 570-788-

3643 for more information.
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E Harvest Home Blessings

Let Us Thank The Lord In Everything;
Let Our Lives Worship Him Above All Things,
That Our Hearts May Find Rest And Spiritual Joy;
And The Many Blessings Jesus Christ Brings.
May We Find that Quiet Place, To Bow Our Heads;
Praise His Name, Our God More Than Wondrous;
That We May Live In His Presence;
1 Through The Son Of God,
The Comforter In Us.




Paint Night

A We will be hosting another Paint Night on
a.‘/"t Friday, November 28" from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. The

cost is $15.00 per person. A sign-up sheet will be in the

i ' ( St. Stephen’s Room. Bring a friend!
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Hanging of the Greens

Please look at this poor tree and bare pew.
They are in much need of decorations for
the Advent season.
Please join us on Saturday, November 29" at 10 am to decorate our
church and our tree. All are welcome to join us, no one is too young
or old to enjoy this annual event.
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Our congregation would like to express our deepest condolences to the family of

Irene R. Heidrich

May the prayer below be a prayer of comfort and strength, and
carry you all through the days ahead.
Our prayers to the family and all who loved Irene.

Father, we thank you, that you are the source of all true joy in life.
Your word says that, even though I walk through the darkest valley,
1 will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
The loss of my loved one feels like a dark valley.
I ask that you lead me through this difficult time.
May | find the comfort | desire in you and the strength | need in your name.
May your presence be with me every hour of the day.
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
| Am With You Always.

Irene’s Memorial Service will be held on Saturday, November 15%™, at St. John’s.
The viewing hours are from 10 to 11 am.
The Memorial Service will be held at 11 am and immediately following the burial in St. John’s Cemetery.



As you hold me close in memory
even though we are apart,
my spirit will live on there,

deep within your heart...
| am with you always.

When you lean on trusted friends
and their caring hugs enfold you,
within their loving arms,

I'll be there to hold you...
| am with you always.

And beyond the far horizon
when we'll finally be together,
where love will be eternal,
and life will last forever...
| am with you always.
Joshua 1:9
"Do not fear nor be dismayed,
for the Lord, your God,
is with you wherever you go.

November 2nd - All Saints’ Sunday

All Saints’ Sunday is a day to celebrate baptism —incorporating new members into the mystical
body of Christ. Today we celebrate the baptisms of:

Nora Brooke Kresge Callum Cole Coxe Kenzie Nicole Dolder

All Saints' Day celebration has a long history in the worship life of the Christian Church. It began as a
commemoration of the martyrs who had died for the faith, and it has since become a day when we
honor and remember those who, in death, have joined the Church Triumphant, as well as the
faithful saints of the present who serve Jesus Christ. We remember with gratitude those members
of St. John’s who died in the past year, and others who received pastoral care through this
congregation as they finished their earthly journey:

John P. Billig Jr. Patricia Hess
Donna J. Smith Lorraine E. Schell
Harvey William “Bill” Steinman, Jr. Irene R. Heidrich

*Following worship, the families of those remembered may take the candle lit in memory of their loved one,
and the families of those baptized may take home a white flower from the vase.
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Kids’ Night
Kids’ Night for November is being moved to November 5% instead of November 11. We are trying to

accommodate extracurricular schedules so that everyone has a chance to participate. Please watch the
bulletin for any changes in the dates going forward.

December’s Kids’ Night is going to be a fun, FAMILY event! More details to follow, but please make a note
to watch for this exciting event. The date has not been picked yet.

If anyone would like to help with organizing Kids’ Night for January — April, please see Jennifer Cipriani.

NOVEMBER

Kids MUight
Please join us for a

Thanksgiving-themed night of
crafts, games, movies, & more!

November 5, 2025
Start at 6:00 p.m.

St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church
772 St. Johns Road, Drums
RSVP 570-788-2685
STJOHNS@EPIX.NET
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The S.E.R.V.E. Team invites you to join us on a 30 Days of Gratitude Journey throughout the
month of November. Please see the attached calendar, which includes daily prompts to help
guide you through the month and hopefully help to grow your heart in joy and thankfulness and
experience more of God's abundant love! While we aren't asking you to share your journey with
us, we would love to hear feedback about this project.

30 Days of &Wo

Pra

Journal

Start a gratitude

journal & add to

it throughout the
month.

Change cne |
have to...” about
into “i get to...”

What was the
fast act of
kindness done
for you?

What are you
most looking
forward to right
now?

What is the last
thing that made
you smile?

Read over your
gratitude journal
for the month.

Scripture

Write Colossians
2:6-7 in your
journal.

Read 1
Thessalonians

Say 2
Corinthians ©:11.

Memorize
Colossians 3:17.

Write
Philippians 4:6
in your journal.

Read Psalm
28:7.

Lord, help me to
overflow with
thankfulness

today.

God, thank you
for answering
this prayer

Father, show
me how to be
generous in this
season.

Lord, show me
how to give
thanks in my

everyday tasks.

God, help me
respond to
worry with

prayer & thanks.

Father, help me
1o lean into
Your strength
and protection.

Experience

Find something
beautiful
outside.

Listento a
hymn.

Make yourself
your favorite
hot drink.

Smell your
favorite scent.

Find a new
worship song to
listen to.

Eat a special
treat.

Connect

Bake a treat for
a friend or
neighbor.

Write a loved
one a
handwritten
note

Thank your
pastor for
something
impactful.

Give someone a
hug.

Thank someocne
who made a
difference in

your life.

Give someone a
small gift.

/

~ “mf /) SO VIRY
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Giving Spiritually

Each year, our church council recommends the budget for the
upcoming year at our annual meeting. In preparation, the church

8 ‘ uual g’ members' giving is what is reviewed along with the costs of the
" pu. w& expenses that we need to cover.

TODAY But, it's not only about our budget that we all need to look at. It’s
also about what we can do outside of our church walls.

DISCOVER YOUR

We, as Christians, need to begin to think about becoming more like Christ. Generosity is a vital part of our
discipleship journey. We all understand that everyone has responsibilities they need to take care of, and
God understands that, too. The following verse will help us all understand giving:

2 Corinthians 8:12 “For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable
according to what one has, not according to what one does not have.”

To be clear, it’s not just about giving financially, but giving of yourself to help with outreach in our
community and the world at large.

Please consider attending the November 2" coffee hour. There will be a display of each team our
church has, along with what each team does. We want you to be a part of our mission to reach out and
share what we have to help those who are in need.

We have made so much progress this year in our Learning Ministry and SERVE teams that have
made a difference with our Sunday school, VBS, and monthly invitations for our children in our community
and church to come together, in craft projects with a Christian theme.

We need to celebrate and support these ventures as they are what we mean when we talk about
reaching out beyond our church walls. Our church will be what we make it to be; we represent our church
and our faith outside of our church walls.

God has blessed us all; we need to think about how we can give back to God what is His. Whether it
be financially, or time, or in participation, God needs us to spread His love, grace, and forgiveness in every

way we can.
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Advent Season Begins November 30th

S To your journey through Advent.
"<, . :ou oty an:; SR i eha checks payable to St. John’s Lutheran

\e Share God’s vision and presence Church. In the memo section, state which
With your community and the world. organization you are giving a donation to.
Do not wrap the donations.

& Below is the list of our Advent Giving.
q.?" y Bring meaning, purpose, and fulfilimen Monetary donations are accepted. Make
g .

November 30" — Fritzingertown: Tissues, white socks for men or women, slipper socks with non-slip on
bottom, hairbrushes, large print puzzle books, coloring books, colored pencils

December 7™ — VA Hospital: Shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, shaving cream, body wash, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, denture cream, large print deck of cards, large puzzle with no staples or wire
binding

December 14" — Head Start: Books, games, toys, socks, sweatshirts, and sweatpants suitable for children
ages 3 & 4.

December 21 - Divine Divine Providence: New gloves, hats, and scarves for men, women, and children
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Congregation Christmas Party

Saturday December 13, 2025 @12 Noon
Location: Four Blooms
Cost: $ 18 Adults Children Ages 4-12$ 12.00
Children under 4 — FREE

Menu:
Tossed Garden Salad
Savory Beef (sliced) Au Jus
Stuffed Chicken Breast (sliced) with Gravy
Sausage and Peppers in a Red Sauce
Mashed Potatoes, Sauteed Green Beans
Strawberry Shortcake
Coffee, Tea, Water and 3 choices of Soft Drinks

Melody Hinderer or Don Wenner, Jr. will be located in the St. Stephen’s Room
after church to take your reservation(s).

Payment Due at time of Reservation

Deadline to reserve your reservation is
Sunday, November 30"

We cannot accept reservations after Sunday November 30

3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k ok ok 3k ok 3k 5k 3k ok 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k sk ok 3k 3k ok 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k ok ok 5k 3k 3k %k 3k sk 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k ok 3k 3k ok 3k 3k ok %k ok %k %k ok ok kkokk

Wreaths Across America

The Scouts will be holding their annual Wreaths Across America Ceremony on Saturday, December 13", at
noon. If you would like to sponsor a wreath, they are $17, and forms can be found in the St. Stephen’s Room.
Everyone is invited to participate in the ceremony in December. Light refreshments will be served in Luther
Hall following the ceremony. They are looking for volunteers to bring additional snacks, cookies, etc., to
share for the event.
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WREATHS across AMERICA

Wreath Sponsorship Order Form

Sponsored wreaths arve placed on veterans' prave markers at cemereries nationwide each December for Mational Wreaths Across America
Day. Your donation ensures a wreath is placed te honor one or more veterans at the pamicipating ocation of your choice.

Thank you for supporting our mission to REMEMBER, HONOR,, and TEACH!

All sponsored vereran wreaths are shipped directly to the location selected by the sponsor on this form.

Wreaths are not shipped to individual wreath sponsors.

Each individual wreath
CHECEK & CHECKE DATE GROUPID LOCATION IDs) DOLLAR AMOLINT :
sponsorship is frr.
If your check iz for mulniple
P!’\Eﬂgfﬂ" IJ‘,-}L]LR{_" locarions, list each locaton [0

with itz dallar amounc

PAcsgbl PAJLRC

PAcsgbl PAJLRC

EPONS0OR HAME

PHORME &

EMAIL ADDRESS

MAILING ADDRESS

SPECIAL REQUESTS

Please note in memory/honor of requests do not place 2 wreath on a specific loved one's grave.

IN-HOMOR OF: Let someone know you sponsored weeath!s) for vereranis) in cheir honor, We will email them.

= Provide Email Recipient Name & Email Address, along with Message (oprional):

1 IN-MEMORY OF: Post a veteran’s name & message on Wreaths Across America’s Remembrance Wall online.

= Provide Wereran Name for Memory Wall Post and Message (Oprional):

Please complete this form and mail it wich vour check to our address below, or pay with a credit/debit card, PayPal, or GooglePay by

sponsoring online ar www wreathsacrossamerica.org/PAosgal .

Wreaths Across America
PO Box 240
Columbia Ealls, ME ogtiay

000 WREATHS across AMERICA
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Do Justice, Love Kindness, Walk Humbly:
The Work of the Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in Pennsylvania

Written by: Pastor Mike Bennethum, LAMPa Policy Council Chair

In a well-known scripture, the prophet Micah
proclaims, “He has told you, O mortal, what is good:

and what does the Lord require of you but to do g

justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly
with your God?” (NRSV Micah 6:8) It has been
pointed out that we Lutherans often are more
comfortable loving justice and doing kindness;
that is, we find satisfaction in feeding hungry

people but shy away from calling out and ‘::;‘

addressing the root causes of hunger and poverty.

For the past 46 years, Lutheran Advocacy |
Ministry in Pennsylvania (LAMPa) - funded in part §

by your mission support giving - has taken up the

important, but daunting task of working to change g

systems that perpetuate inequity and injustice.

LAMPa’s staff - Tracey DePasquale, Director, and
Pastor Erin Jones, Communications and Advocacy
Engagement Manager, joined this year by Hunger
Advocacy Fellow, Daniella Garber - work with a
Policy Council composed of representatives of

2025 Lutheran Day at the Capitol

Pennsylvania’s seven synods, the United Lutheran Seminary, and a synod bishop to develop a biennial Policy
Agenda that guides our church’s engagement with state legislators and departments in the governor’s

office.

The current Policy Agenda includes the following priorities:

Hunger: improving access to healthy, affordable food;

Creation Care: advocating for laws that protect clean air, water, and land;

Poverty: addressing homelessness and housing insecurity;

Education: working toward adequate and equitable school funding;

Healthcare: working to ensure all Pennsylvanians have access to affordable care;

Civil Rights: working to reduce hate crime and safeguard the right to vote;

Immigration: standing for welcome to our newest neighbors; and

Violence Reduction: addressing the root causes of violence, including trauma and extreme poverty.
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The LAMPa staff and Policy Council pursue this
ambitious agenda in several ways:

e By forming and participating in coalitions
with leaders of other denominations, faith-
based organizations, and community groups
that are passionate about these same
issues;

» By engaging with state legislators and those -
who work in the governor's office,
regardless of party affiliation, to advance
measures that benefit all Pennsylvanians;

e And, most important, by equipping and |
supporting the members of the 1,050 ELCA
congregations in Pennsylvania so that each = IS ; . :
of us becomes more confident expressing Policy Council Chairs: NEPS Bishop Christopher deForest,
our faith in the Good News of Jesus by Pastor Dilfon Epler, and Pastor Mike Bennethum
becoming bold advocates for a just and
compassionate society. The widely used Bonhoeffer curriculum is just one example of this.

Each of you is an important partner in this ministry. Check
out LAMPa’s website, lutheranadvocacypa.org. Sign up to
w receive helpful Action Alerts regarding pending

~ legislation that addresses the issues above. Follow
LAMPa on Facebook and Instagram. Sign up to join
approximately 250 of your fellow Lutherans at the next
Lutheran Day at the Capitol (tentatively Tuesday, April
21, 2026).

At the center of Lutheran ethics is God's command to
love our neighbors as ourselves. Please join in this
_ ministry of neighbor-love by supporting LAMPa’s work.
s . Thank you for your mission support giving that helps to

LAMPa Council Policy Meeting make this possible!

DID YOU KNOW that your Mission Support helps fund areas of the synod and ELCA like this one and
many other important initiatives? Your contributions are making a significant impact and helping others
grow in faith, supporting the synod’s lanes of Growing Young, Gaining Strength, and Going Beyond Death
to Life, along with the directions of loving like Jesus, healing like Jesus, and engaging like Jesus. To learn
more, visit godslove.org/missionsupport.

froency N J

1 Aler

Actior
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1 — Daylight Saving Time Eve (Ends at 2 am on Nov. 2) Set your clocks before going to bed!
2 — All Saints Sunday; Church & SS @ 10 am; Coffee Hour with Teams display
3 —Scouts @ 6 pm
5 — Prayer Shaw! Ministry @ 9:30 am; Kids’ Night @ 6 pm in Luther Hall;
Mission District President’s Meeting @ 7 pm
6 — Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm
7 — Church Women United Community Day @ 1 pm hosted by Conyngham United Methodist Church
9 — Church & SS @ 10 am
10 — Scouts @ 6 pm
11 — Veteran’s Day; Learning Ministry Meeting @ 6:30 pm in the Meeting Room
13 — Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm; Church Council Meeting @ 7 pm
15 —Irene Heidrich Memorial Service, visiting hours 10 am to 12 pm, service 12 pm
16 — Church & SS @ 10 am
17 —Scouts @ 6 pm
19 — Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 am; Scouts Committee Meeting @ 7 pm (Luther Hall)
20 — Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm; S.E.R.V.E. Meeting @ 6:30 pm
23 — Christ the King; Church & SS @ 10 am
24 — Worship & Music Meeting @ 10:30 am; Scouts @ 6 pm;
27 — Thanksgiving Day
28 — Church Office Closed; Paint Night from 6:30 to 8:30 pm
29 — Hanging of the Greens @ 10 am
30 — 1%t Sunday of Advent; Church & SS @ 10 am; Deadline for Christmas Party reservations

combibuITy - od
G
EVENTS
November 1% — Conyngham UMC — Annual Holiday Bazaar from 9 am to 3 pm. Take out food: soup,

Haluska, BBQ, bake sale, basket auction, and vendors.

November 4*" — St. John Bosco Catholic Church — Election Day Pasta & Meatball Dinner from 3 to 7
pm. Tickets are $15, call 570-788-1997, ext. 3.

November 8" — St. John’s UCC — Gift & Basket Raffle, doors open at 12 noon and drawing at 2 pm.
Homemade food is available, and all new items that may make great gifts.

November 9% — St John’s UCC — Homemade Applesauce & Pickled Cabbage Sale, each is $8 a quart,
order by Nov 9™, pick up orders on Nov 24" from 12-1:30 pm & 5:30-6 pm, call to order: Gale 570-
788-5606 or Blanche 570-788-1607.

November 30" — Conyngham UCC — Christmas Crystal Sale. $14 a box, order by Nov. 30" by calling
Barb at 570-788-3246 or Church Office 570-788-1964.
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