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February 2026 Newsletter 
“On Wings Like Eagles” 

 

  …but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength 

  They shall mount up with wings like eagles,  
  They shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.  

                                           Isaiah 40:31 
 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

PO Box 2, 772 St. Johns Road 

Saint Johns, PA  18247 
 

Church Office Phone Number: 570-788-2685 

Email: stjohns@epix.net 

Facebook: SJELC.StJohnsPA 

                                                              Website: www.sjlutheran.org 

 

Pastor Designate: Reverend Michele Kaufman 

Organist: TBA 

Church Secretary:  Rose Fox 

Phone: 570-788-2685 

Office Hours:  M-W 9 am to 1 pm, F - 9 am to 12 pm  

 

Our Purpose 
(Our sense of what God is calling us to be and do in the mission of the Church) 

God’s purpose for our congregation is to be a Christ-centered community, glorifying God and 

sharing the gospel and blessings with our neighbors. 
 

Sunday Mornings 
Youth Sunday School is held at 10 am 

 

Catechism Classes 
Catechism Classes for youth in grades 7th and 8th grades is available.  

Parents and P. Kaufman agree to a schedule that is compatible for all. 

 

All are invited to join us for our worship/fellowship opportunities. 
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Contact Information 

Pastor Michele Kaufman – Pastor Designate 

Phone Number: 570-881-2371 

If you have a pastoral need such as a request for a hospital visit, pastoral care need, or spiritual 

counseling, please contact Pastor Kaufman. 
 

For other requests such as a baptism, funeral, or wedding, please contact the church office @ 

570-788-2685. If necessary, please leave a message including your full name, phone number, the 

reason for your call, and the best time to contact you. 

 

   2025 Church Council Officers/Members 

   Don Wenner, Jr. - President 

   Melody Hinderer - Vice President 

   Jane Krouse - Secretary 

   Jan Jacobus - Assistant Secretary 

   Jennifer Cipriani - Treasurer 

   Sherry Grenzberg - Assistant Treasurer (not on Council) 

   Janet Brady 

   Patty Phile 

   Betty Wenner 

   Donald Wenner, Sr. 

 

     Church Ministries – See Calendar for Scheduled Meetings/Events 

Finance Team – Don Wenner Jr., Chairperson 

Lay Eucharistic Ministry Team: Melody Hinderer, Judy Mundie 

Learning Ministry Team: Donna Cassarella, Chairperson 

Prayer Circle Ministry: Kim Deliman, Chairperson 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: TBA, Chairperson 

Property Team: Jim Cassarella, Chairperson 

S.E.R.V.E. Ministry: Donna Cassarella, Chairperson 

Worship and Music Ministry Team: TBA, Chairperson 

 
We offer many opportunities for ministry. If interested, please contact the church office, a 

council member, or the chairperson(s) listed above. 
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President’s Corner: 
 
Hi St. John’s and Friends. 

Folks remember to look at the Church Callander in newsletter, church bulletin and 

website for what’s going on in the church and SYNOD.  

** The Annual Congregation meeting had to be rescheduled to February 8th. We 

need 19 “Active Members” for a quorum. Meeting will start 15 minutes after the 

service, so we can meet the Scouts 

What to do if the roads are bad and covered with snow and or ice. Every effort is 

made to cancel church as early as we can. Check the Church Facebook page, your 

email or your phones for messages.  

The highlights from the last council meeting are below. 

 

Worship and Music: 

• 1/30:  Baptisms for Winder   

• 2/1:  Installation of new Council members 

          Installation of new members:  Winders, Kresges, Smith and Steiner 

• 2/1:  Rep. from Thrivent will be at coffee hour after church, Council will 
sponsor Coffee Hour. 

• 2/8:  Scout’s Recognition Sunday, and our Pack will be helping during the 

service. They were chartered in 1940, 85 years. They have been invited to 

join us after the service. 

• Organist needed part-time and a full-time organist and choir director. 
o Dave Cunfer is filling in to play for us on Sundays he is available.  He 

is also recording services for Sundays when he is not available.   
o HELP is needed to record Dave on a tablet during the week and play 

the songs during the services he is not here.  

• Next Meeting:  Feb. 2, 2026 (Monday) at 10:30 am 

 

S.E.R.V.E. Team: Chairperson Donna Cassarella 

• The Soup Tasting Competition was rescheduled for Feb 8th following the 

worship service.  

 

Learning Ministry Team: Chairperson Donna Cassarella. 

• Planning for VBS 2026 has started and the theme will be Kingdom Quest.   

• A Kid’s Night is being planned to February. 
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Continuation of President’s Corner: 

 

Property Team: Chairperson Jim Cassarella. 

• The website's local business listing was switched to a newer, updated 
version that is hosted by Network Solutions and is cheaper than the 
current version.  Thanks, Kim Washko. 

 

Lay Eucharist: Pastor, Melody, and Judy continue to visit our shut-ins. 

 

Call Committee: Council decided to dissolve the Call Committee until the time we 

have a candidate for our church. 

 

Old Business: 

• After a long discussion at the December Council meeting, it was decided to 

table the discussion till January’s meeting. After looking at the cost and 

how often they’re used. Council decided to keep the same number of 

envelopes that we currently have. 

 

New Business: 

• Janet said that there were 20 members that were nominated for council 

positions.  Only 2 members agreed to have their names on the voting 

ballot. They do not cover those that had to go off council for term limits. 

 

Gods speed. 

 

Don Wenner Jr.,  

Council President 
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PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

   Almighty God, 

My parish family is composed of people like me. 
 

I help make it what it is. 

It will be friendly, if I am. 

Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them. 

It will do great work, if I work. 

It will make generous gifts to many causes, if I am a generous giver. 

It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship if I invite and bring them. 

It will be a parish family of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a parish with a 

noble spirit, if I, who make it what it is, and filled with these same qualities. 

Therefore, with the help of God- 

I will dedicate myself to the task of being all the things 

 that I want my parish family to be. 

Bless my journey Lord God, that I might build the Church through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN 
**************************************************************************************** 

Supply Pastor Schedule          Altar Flower Sponsors 
February 1 – Rev. Melvin Mundie             In Loving Memory of Lucille Boyer by Family 

February 8 – Rev. Chip Fairchild              Sponsor needed 

February 15 – Rev. Chip Fairchild             Sponsor needed 

February 18  Ash Wednesday @ 7 pm –  Rev. Chip Fairchild 

February 22 – Rev. Chip Fairchild             Sponsor needed 
 

Bulletin Sponsor for all weeks in February:  Anonymous sponsor 

**************************************************************************************** 

Bulletin Sponsors 
 

You may sponsor our weekly church bulletins in Memory of or In Honor of someone 

special.  The cost for one week is $10.00. Available Dates are listed, and forms are 

available in the St. Stephen’s room. Please fill out the form along with your check 

payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church and return it to our church secretary.  All weeks 

in March are available. 

**************************************************************************************** 

    Altar Flower Sponsors  
 

The Flower Chart is available in the St. Stephen’s Room.  Please write in “Memory of /In Honor 

of” and who is sponsoring the flowers.  As a reminder, if you sponsor altar flowers, payment is 

due on the Sunday of your sponsorship.  It is $25.00 per Sunday, and envelopes are available by 

the flower chart in the St. Stephen's Room.  Please ensure that you include your name and the 

date you sponsored.  Upcoming dates are available:  Feb. 8, 15, 22.  March 15, 22 & 29. 
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February Birthday, Baptism, and Anniversary Celebrations 

We publish these celebrations with permission and information given by our members. If your celebration 

is missing from our list, please call the church secretary with the information, and your information will be 

updated. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1 – Karen Schell Howley  6 – Jared Crawford      1 – Donald & Betty Wenner Sr. 

 1 – Sheri Klick   10 – Camden Coxe 

 7 – Donald Wenner Sr.  14 – Arlene Poltrock 

 8 – Debra Fulton  15 – Shelia Maslo 

 20 – Betty Wenner  Dawn Klick 

 28 – Betty Bushner 

 28 – Matthew Barbush             
**************************************************************************************** 

                           Monthly Coffee Hour 
 

The next coffee hour will be held on February 1st (after service) to celebrate the 

February birthdays, sponsored by the Church Council.  March is available to sponsor, 

please sign up in the St. Stephen’s Room. 

****************************************************************************************     

   Valley Food Pantry 
 

Thank you for supporting the Valley Interfaith Valley Food Pantry. Needs are cereal, 

Jello, brownie mix, dish or laundry detergent, paper towels, toilet tissue, and tissues. 

Please make sure the items are within the expiration date. No medications/vitamins, 

etc., are accepted.  THANK YOU in advance for your generosity! 

**************************************************************************************** 

                 Prayer Circle 

 Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.   Proverbs 4:23 
 

Do you have a prayer request for yourself or someone else? Please contact Kim Deliman at 
570-788-4459. Tell me if you would like the prayer request to be included in the bulletin 
and placed on the prayer circle list. Do you want to be contacted by Pastor Michele 
Kaufman? You may also call the Church office or sign the Prayer Request list located on the 
table in the St. Stephen’s Room. 
 

****************************************************************************************       

  Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Do you knit or crochet?  We meet on the first and third Wednesdays of the month 

for about 2 hours.  If the winter weather is bad or for some reason we aren’t 

meeting, we will call.  If interested, call the church office at 570-788-2685.    
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2026 Annual Congregation Meeting – February 8, 2026  

Please mark your calendar to attend the 2026 Annual 

Congregation Meeting following a 15-minute recognition 

of the Scouts after the church service. 

A quorum of 19 voting members is needed to conduct 

 the business of our church for 2026. 

Please plan to attend. 

 
**************************************************************************************** 

Baptisms of 
 

Zachary Joseph Barbush And Paxton Ryder Hilliard 

On January 11th, St. John’s celebrated two baptisms!  Zachary Joseph Barbush is 
the son of Samantha Linford and Joseph Barbush. His Godparents are Samnantha 
Barbush and David Miller. And the baptism of Paxton Ryder Hilliard.  He is the 
son of Rebecca Barbush and Tony Hilliard.  His Godparents are Samantha Linford 
and Larry Spencer. 

Please welcome our newest members by baptism and hope of the future. 
**************************************************************************************** 

                         Kids Night 

 Register now for February 11th at 6 pm for a Valentine's themed night!  Call the Church 

Office to register at 570-788-2685. Bring a friend, spread the Love of Jesus! 

****************************************************************************************

          The Kindness Tree 

We will have our Kindness Tree displayed throughout 

February, where you can place a heart in honor or in 

memory of a loved one. 

 
Write their name or/a loving wish on a heart, then attach 
it to our "Kindness Tree".  February is a wonderful time to 
remember those we love. All donations will go to support 
our Cemetery Association. 
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If you know of family or friends that would be interested in attending, 

please call the church office for more information at 570-788-2685. 
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February 

 

 

1 – Church & SS @ 10 am with Presentation of New Members; Coffee Hour with Thrivent Rep. 

2 – Worship & Music Meeting @ 10:30 am; Scouts @ 6 pm/Luther Hall 

4 – Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 am 

5 – Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm 

8 – Church & SS @ 10 am; Scouts Sunday; Annual Congregational Meeting 

9 – Scouts @ 6 pm/Luther Hall 

10 – Learning Ministry Meeting @ 6:30 pm 

11 – Kids Night @ 6 pm; Mission District Meeting (St. Matthew’s/Lehighton) @ 7 pm 

12 – Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm; Church Council Meeting @ 7 pm 

15 – Church & SS @ 10 am with Installation of Council Members 

16 – Presidents’ Day; Scouts @ 6 pm /Luther Hall; March Newsletter Deadline 

18– Ash Wednesday @ 7 pm; Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 am; Fritzingertown Service @ 2 pm;   

  Scout’s Committee Meeting @ 7 pm 

19 – Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm 

22 – Church & SS @ 10 am 

23 – Scouts @ 6 pm/Luther Hall 

24 – Cemetery Assoc. Meeting @ 6:30 pm/St. John’s UCC 

26 – Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm 

 

 

 

 

Valley Interfaith Council 

Please follow the Valley Interfaith Council on Facebook if you haven't yet.   
It is an ecumenical group of member congregations in the Conyngham/Sugarloaf/ 
Drums area that promotes unity.  Posts include events happening with each 
congregation to help grow faith community involvement along with providing 
support to the Valley Food Pantry.  If you are already a follower of the Facebook 
page, invite your friends to follow too. 
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