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May 2026 Newsletter 
 

“On Wings Like Eagles” 
 

  …but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength 

  They shall mount up with wings like eagles,  
  They shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.  

                                           Isaiah 40:31 
 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

PO Box 2, 772 St. Johns Road 

Saint Johns, PA  18247 
 

Church Office Phone Number: 570-788-2685 

Email: stjohns@epix.net 

Facebook: SJELC.StJohnsPA 

                                                              Website: www.sjlutheran.org 

 

Pastor Designate: Reverend Michele Kaufman 

Organist: TBA 

Church Secretary:  Rose Fox 

Phone: 570-788-2685 

Office Hours:  M-W 9 am to 1 pm, F - 9 am to 12 pm  

 

Our Purpose 
(Our sense of what God is calling us to be and do in the mission of the Church) 

God’s purpose for our congregation is to be a Christ-centered community, glorifying God and 

sharing the gospel and blessings with our neighbors. 
 

Sunday Mornings 
Youth Sunday School is held at 10 am 

 

Catechism Classes 
Catechism Classes for youth in grades 7th and 8th grades is available.  

Parents and P. Kaufman agree to a schedule that is compatible for all. 

 

All are invited to join us for our worship/fellowship opportunities. 



 

3 
 

    
Contact Information 

Pastor Michele Kaufman – Pastor Designate 

Phone Number: 570-881-2371 

If you have a pastoral need such as a request for a hospital visit, pastoral care need, or spiritual 

counseling, please contact Pastor Kaufman. 
 

For other requests such as a baptism, funeral, or wedding, please contact the church office @ 

570-788-2685. If necessary, please leave a message including your full name, phone number, the 

reason for your call, and the best time to contact you. 

 

   2026 Church Council Officers/Members 
 

   Don Wenner, Jr. - President 

   Vice-President – Vacant 

   June Diller - Secretary 

   Donna Cassarella - Assistant Secretary 

   Jennifer Cipriani - Treasurer 

   Sherry Grenzberg - Assistant Treasurer (not on Council) 

   Janet Brady 

   Jan Jacobus 

   Beverly Janso 

   Patty Phile 

   Betty Wenner 

   Donald Wenner, Sr. 

 

     Church Ministries – See Calendar for Scheduled Meetings/Events 
 

Finance Team – Don Wenner Jr., Chairperson 

Lay Eucharistic Ministry Team: Melody Hinderer, Judy Mundie 

Learning Ministry Team: Donna Cassarella, Chairperson 

Prayer Circle Ministry: Kim Deliman, Chairperson988 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: TBA, Chairperson 

Property Team: Jim Cassarella, Chairperson 

S.E.R.V.E. Ministry: Donna Cassarella, Chairperson 

Worship and Music Ministry Team: TBA, Chairperson 

 
We offer many opportunities for ministry. If interested, please contact the church office, a 

council member, or the chairperson(s) listed above. 
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On the evening of that day, the disciples were gathered together behind locked doors. We can 
only imagine what was going through their minds; we can almost sense and feel the depth of their 
fear, and we can listen in on the quiet conversation among themselves as they questioned 
everything. The room was filled with a sense of guilt because they had scattered and abandoned 
their Lord at the hour of his greatest need. And then Jesus appears. The first thing he says is 
“peace be with you.” Not condemnation. Not disappointment. Not “Where were you when I 
was crucified?”  He speaks words of peace. Then he shows them his hands, his side- the evidence 
of his love and sacrifice. The same is true for us. When Jesus meets us in the midst of our fear and 
uncertainty, he brings peace. Not the absence of problems, but the presence of his peace in the 
middle of them.  If Jesus has the capacity to forgive the disciples despite their flaws and misgivings, 
how much more is he willing to overlook when it comes to us?  You see, we must be at peace with 
one another; we must try to bring peace into the lives of others; and we must be at peace with 
God. 

Do you know what the problem is? People are looking for satisfaction in the wrong places. Neither 
prosperity nor possessions will bring you lasting satisfaction. Nothing except a personal 
relationship with God can bring you true and total satisfaction. Nothing can give that to you except 
Jesus Christ. In the 23rd Psalm, David says, "The Lord is my shepherd; I have everything I need." 
Behind every problem, there is a promise. Behind the problem of sin, there is his promise of 
salvation. It even goes beyond that. "For all of God’s promises have been fulfilled in Jesus." (2 
Corinthians 1:20). When you accept Jesus Christ, you not only accept God's promise of satisfaction, 
you can know that in Jesus, He will fulfill all of His promises to you. That, my friends, is the peace 
Jesus offers in the midst of the crazy world in which we live. 

 
Would you like to join us for a Railriders Game? Join us on Saturday, May 30th , game time 7:35. 
Tickets are $15 each. You'll find a sign up sheet in the St. Stephen's Room. 
 
 
Pastor Michele Kaufman 
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President’s Corner: 
 
Hi, St. John’s and Friends. 

 

Hope everyone had a wonderful Easter.  

 

We are truly in need of volunteers for serving on committees or helping with the daily needs of the church. 

If you’re willing to help, please let me or a Council member know. 

 

The annual SYNOD meeting is this June 4 – 6. We need one each female and male to go and act as voting 

members for our congregation. Anyone interested, please let me know. 

 

There still is no full-time organist. No one has stepped up to help record hymns or work the iPad on 

Sundays for the hymns. With the summer vacations approaching, there is the very real possibility Melody 

and I won’t be available to ensure there are hymns recorded or to play them. Yes, Pastor Chip was right; it 

can be stressful, but it still needs to get done. If not, that means no music for Sunday. 

 

At the last cemetery meeting, it was approved to get quotes to remove the old shed, and it has been 

removed. We are also working on getting the old, rusted, and outdated equipment removed. 

 

Remember to look at the monthly calendar as there is far too many events coming up than there is room to 

add here. Each and every one of them as equally important. 

 

Gods speed. 

 

Don Wenner Jr.,  

Council President 
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PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

Almighty God, 

My parish family is composed of people like me. 

I help make it what it is. 

It will be friendly, if I am. 

Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them. 

It will do great work, if I work. 

It will make generous gifts to many causes, if I am a   

generous giver. 

It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship if I invite and bring them. 

It will be a parish family of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a parish with a 

noble spirit, if I, who make it what it is, and filled with these same qualities. 
 

Therefore, with the help of God- 

I will dedicate myself to the task of being all the things that I want my parish family to be. 

Bless my journey Lord God, that I might build the Church through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN                     
**************************************************************************************** 

May Supply Pastor Schedule         Altar Flower Sponsors 
 

3 – Rev. Melvin Mundie         In Honor of Our Family by Joe & Kim Washko 

10 – Rev. Chip Fairchild         In Loving Memory of James J. Mundie, Sr. by his children 

17 – Ascension of Our Lord – Rev. Chip Fairchild      In Memory of Donnie Wennier III by Family 

24 – Pentecost – Rev. Virginia Heimer                     Pentecost tributes 

31 – The Holy Trinity – Rev. Chip Fairchild                  In Memory of Jason Boyer by Family 
        

May Bulletin Sponsor:  By an Anonymous sponsor 

**************************************************************************************** 

Bulletin Sponsors 
 

You may sponsor our weekly church bulletins in Memory of or In Honor of someone special.  

The cost for one week is $10.00. Available Dates are listed, and forms are available in the St. 

Stephen’s room. Please fill out the form along with your check payable to St. John’s Lutheran 

Church and return it to our church secretary.  All weeks in September are available. 
 

**************************************************************************************** 

                            Altar Flower Sponsors 
 

The Flower Chart is available in the St. Stephen’s Room.  Please write in “Memory of /In 

Honor of” and who is sponsoring the flowers.  As a reminder, if you sponsor altar 

flowers, payment is due on the Sunday of your sponsorship.  It is $25.00 per Sunday, 

and envelopes are available by the flower chart in the St. Stephen's Room.  Please 

ensure that you include your name and the date you sponsored. Dates available are: 

July 5, 19, 26.  August 9, 16, 30. September 27, October 4, 18. December 20. 
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May Birthday and Baptism Celebrations 
 

We publish these celebrations with permission and information given by our members. If your celebration 

is missing from our list, please call the church secretary with the information, and your information will be 

updated. Thank you! 

 3 - Peggy Hawk     1 - Sandy Zamba 

 10 - Nancy Bevans    18 - Judith Mundie 

   10 - Donald Cressman    21 - Brent Sims 

 12 - Joyce Bigelow    24 - Joyce Bigelow 

 17 - Tiffany Barbush    24 - Marcella Good 

  21 - Cody Hinderer    28 - Nicholas Barbush 

 

**************************************************************************************** 

                                                         Monthly Coffee Hour 
 

On May 3rd (after service), the Coffee Hour has been CANCELLED due to no sponsor. 

The next coffee hour will be held on June 7th to celebrate the June birthdays.  Please 

sign up in the St. Stephen’s Room if you are interested in sponsoring. 
 

****************************************************************************************

   Valley Food Pantry 
 

Thank you for your generous giving of the “cans of yams” for the Easter baskets.  

What an overwhelming response, and your generosity is appreciated!  Items needed are cereal, Jello, 

brownie mix, coffee, dish or laundry detergent, paper towels, toilet tissue, and tissues. Please make sure 

the items are within the expiration date.  No medications/vitamins, etc., are accepted. 

**************************************************************************************** 

                           Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

Do you knit or crochet?  We meet on the first and third Wednesdays of the month for 

about 2 hours.   If interested, call the church office at 570-788-2685.  

**************************************************************************************** 

Prayer Circle 
 

Jeremiah 30:17: "But I will restore you to health and heal your wounds,’ declares the LORD". 

 

Do you have a prayer request for yourself or someone else? Please contact Kim 

Deliman at 570-788-4459. Tell me if you would like the prayer request to be 

included in the bulletin and placed on the prayer circle list. Do you want to be 

contacted by Pastor Michele Kaufman? You may also call the Church office or sign 

the Prayer Request list located on the table in the St. Stephen’s Room. 

****************************************************************************************                

            Last Day of Sunday School – May 17th  

Sunday, May 17th, will be the last day of Sunday School for summer break.  Classes will 

resume in the Fall of 2026.  Enjoy the Summer! 
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                                                         Church Office Closed 

The Church Office will be closed on Monday, May 11th, and Tuesday, May 12th.  There 

will be office hours on Wednesday, May 13, Thursday, May 14th, from 9 am to 1 pm, 

and Friday, May 15th, from 9 am to 12 pm. 

Also, the Church Office will be closed from May 25th to June 8th.  Rose will be on 

vacation. 

If you need to notify the Church for any reason, please continue to call 570-788-2685.  The Church phone 

will be transferred to the Council President, Don Wenner, Jr.  

*************************************************************************************** 

                                 First Holy Communion 
 

At the Maundy Thursday Service, Emily Louise Barbush and Elise Amaya Eveland received 
Holy Communion for the first time.  We pray for God’s gifts of abiding faith and joy in Christ 
for them, and we look forward to coming to the Lord’s Table with them each Sunday. 
 

**************************************************************************************** 

                    Pentecost Flowers 

 If you would like to donate toward flowers for Pentecost on May 24th, please put your 

contribution in an envelope and give it to Janet Brady or put it in the offering by May 17th.  

The flowers will be planted outside around the church after Pentecost 

************************************************************************************** 

                                       Graduations 
 

If you have a member of your family who will be celebrating a graduation this year, please 

e-mail the church (stjohns@epix.net) or call (570-788-2685) with the graduate’s name, 

where they are graduating from, and what their future plans are. We would like to put 

their information in our newsletter. We would like to acknowledge all of their 

accomplishments, and we wish all our graduates the brightest future God has 

 planned for them. 
**************************************************************************************** 

         May Friendship Day - Church Women United 
 
A program will be held on Friday, May 8th, at 1 pm at Good Shepherd Church, Drums.  A 
collection of wrapped pennies will be taken. A sign-up sheet is available in the St. 
Stephen’s Room.  For more information, please contact Dawn Klick (570-788-4355). 
 

**************************************************************************************** 

St. John’s Cemetery Meeting & Planting Flowers 
 

 The next cemetery meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 5th, at 6:30 pm at St. 

John’s UCC.  Also, help is needed planting flowers in the cemetery on May 11th at 9 

am. Please bring your own trowel. 

 

 

mailto:stjohns@epix.net
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Resurrection Sunday, April 5th! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A celebration that the tomb is empty, and Jesus has risen! 

**************************************************************************************** 

Paint Night 
 

Come for an evening of fun and painting on Thursday, May 21st, at 7 pm.  No experience is 
needed, and all materials will be provided.  You will be creating an 11”x 14” Simple Landscape 
Painting using acrylic paints. The cost is $15 per person.  To register, you may call Donna at 
570-436-2168 or the Church Office at 570-788-2685 (9 am to 1 pm) to register. 

 

**************************************************************************************** 

Lutheran Congregational Services - Lay Eucharistic Visitor Training 
 

Eucharistic Visitors are members of the congregation who are selected by their 
pastor and trained to bring the communion meal from worship to ill and 
homebound members of their congregation who are unable to attend service. 
 

We hope that you will prayerfully consider participating in this important ministry. 
Please contact Pastor Kaufman.  We currently only have 2 members who are trained 
and providing this service to our members. These trainings are not held very often, 
so it may be a while until they are offered again, and you must be trained to serve in 
this position. 
 
The following trainings are coming up: 
               Saturday, April 25, 2026 9:30 am – 4 pm  Saturday, May 23, 2026 9:30 am – 4 pm 
 St. John’s Lutheran Church    Advent Lutheran Church 
 826 Mahoning Dr. W, Lehighton, PA 18235  1601 Green Lane, West Chester, PA 19382 
**************************************************************************************** 

  VBS 2026 – Save The Date - August 3rd – 7th 
 

Rainforest Falls promises a week of wonder as kids explore the 

powerful nature of God! Through life-changing Bible stories, the coolest animal 

buddies, and joyful worship, they’ll discover who God is and how to stay rooted 

in His love.  VBS will be from 9 am to 12 pm.  Registration will take place soon! 
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Greetings from Pastor Carl Shankweiler, 
 
The next meeting for the Hazleton Area churches is planned. 
We are pleased to announce that we would like to try to plan an area church outing for late summer. The 
next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, May 31, 2026. The hosts for the meeting will be Trinity Hazleton, 
from 3:00 to 5:00 pm. All are welcome! 
 
Our hope is that this will be just the beginning of sharing and getting to know each other. 
There is so much potential to work together for our community. Please feel free to talk to each other and 
bring your ideas and thoughts to this meeting. We have to start somewhere, and this is an opportunity that 
we MUST take seriously and begin to proclaim the Good News to our neighbors. 
 
God's blessings to you and your congregation. 
 
PLEASE REPLY TO ALL IF YOU ARE PLANNING ON ATTENDING, AND 
HOW MANY MAY BE ATTENDING IN YOUR CONGREGATION. 
 
Submitted by 
Melody Hinderer 
Secretary to Pastor Carl Shankweiler 
**************************************************************************************** 

Patriotic Pinwheel Benefit 
 

During the month of May, we want to cover the front lawn with Red, White & Blue Pinwheels in 
honor of the brave men & women who have fought for us and our country. We will have the 
patriotic pinwheels available in the St Stephen's room all month. They will be put out in the lawn 
with hopes that we can cover it by Memorial Day weekend. Pinwheels will be available for a $2.00 
donation, which will go to benefit PA Wounded Warriors. Help us to memorialize those who 
have fought bravely for us and our country and have gone to heaven to be with our Lord. 
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Our congregation would like to express our deepest condolences to the family of 
 

            Larry E. Sims 
 

             May the prayer below be a prayer of comfort and strength and 
                                       carry you all through the days ahead. 
                         Our prayer to the family and all who loved Larry. 

 

Father, we thank you, that you are the source of all true joy in life. Your word says that, 

even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, they comfort me. The loss of my loved one feels like a dark valley.  

I ask that you lead me through this difficult time.  

May I find the comfort I desire in you and the strength I need in your name. 

 May your presence be with me every hour of the day. 

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

************************************************************************************** 
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Director of Music/Organist Job Opening 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, located in Saint Johns, Pa., has a job opening 

for a Director of Music/Organist. 

Position Summary:  

Provides leadership and direction for our church music ministry. The 

position will serve as the organist/pianist for our worship services and 

special events. This position will be responsible for planning, 

coordinating, and executing a diverse and inclusive music program that 

enhances our worship experience and supports the church’s mission, in 

addition to vocal choirs. 

Key Responsibilities: 

• Chair the Worship Team. 

• Coordinate with clergy and the Worship Team all Sunday services, holy week services, Christmas Eve 

service, weddings, funerals, and special events. 

• Serve as the principal organist and pianist for all worship services and rehearsals. 

• Report to the Pastor (or appropriate church leader). 

• Supervises all choirs and ensemble members. 

• Maintain the church’s piano and historical pipe organ through regular maintenance program and 

tuning. 

• Help in rebuilding the adult choir, children’s choir, and any other instrumental ensembles as needed.  

• Maintain the choral library. 

• Develop/manage the annual music budget. 

• Arrange for substitute musicians as needed to cover scheduled vacation days off or time off (medical 

or family issues) approved by church council. 

Qualifications: 

• Five years’ experience in church music is preferred or related field. 

• Proficiency in organ or piano performance. 

• Experience in directing vocal choirs. 

• Strong organizational, communication, and leadership skills. 

• Ability to work collaboratively with clergy, staff, volunteers, and congregation members. 

Hours and Salary: 

• Full-time salaried, based on experience, with four weeks’ vacation per 

calendar year approved by church council. 

• Regular and/or weekend hours required or needed for rehearsal and/or worship services. 

• Additional duties assigned by church leadership. 

Application Process: 

• Interested candidates should submit a resume, cover letter, and references to the following church 

mailing address or email listed below. 

• A performance audition and interview will be required. 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

772 Saint Johns Road 

PO Box 2 

Saint Johns, PA 18247 

 

Email address: stjohns@epix.net                                       Website: www.sjlutheran.org 

mailto:stjohns@epix.net
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2 – Sausage Supper 1 to 5 pm pickup 

3 – Church & SS @ 10 am 

4 – Scouts @ 6 pm/Luther Hall 

5 – St. John’s Cemetery Meeting @ 6:30 pm St. John’s UCC 

6 – Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 am 

7 – Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm 

8 – Church Women United/Friendship Day @ 1 pm Good Shepherd Church, Drums 

9 – Spring Tea @ 2 pm/Luther Hall 

10 – Church & SS @ 10 am; Mother’s Day 

11 – Church Office closed; Planting flowers in Cemetery @ 9 am; Scouts @ 6 pm/Luther Hall 

12 – Church Office closed 

14 – Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm; Church Council Meeting @ 7 pm 

15 – June Newsletter Deadline 

16 – Scouts Pancake Breakfast/Luther Hall, 7:30 am – 11 am 

17 – Ascension Of Our Lord Sunday; Church & LAST SS @ 10 am 

18 – Scouts @ 6 pm /Luther Hall 

20 – Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 am; Fritzingertown Service @ 2:30 pm; Scouts Committee  

        Meeting 

21 – Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm; Paint Night @ 7 pm 

24 – Day of Pentecost; Church @ 10 am 

25 – Memorial Day – Church Office Closed  

26-27 – Church Office Closed 

28 – Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm; S.E.R.V.E. Meeting @ 6:30 pm 

29 – Church Office Closed 

31 – The Holy Trinity Church @ 10 am; Hazleton Area Churches Meeting/Trinity Hazleton 3 to 5 pm 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s UCC – Rummage Sale – May 8th, 12 pm to 7 pm – Huge variety of items, homemade food, 

desserts, and drinks. Bag day on May 9th - 9 am to 1 pm, fill a bag! 
 

Conyngham UMC – Chicken BBQ – May 16th, 11:30 am to 2 pm – Drive-thru Only!  Includes ½ BBQ 

chicken, baked potato, apple sauce, dinner roll, cookies, $12 each.  Reserve meal: 570-788-3960 
 

St. John Bosco Church/Hazleton Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra – Stars, Stripes & Symphony – 

May 31st, 3 pm – Free admission, A 250th Anniversary Celebration & Musical tribute to America’s 

Heroes.  All donations benefit Tunnels to Towers. 
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