THERE IS NO PERFECT LIFE.

NO PERFECT JOB. NO PERFECT CHILDHOOD.
NO PERFECT MARRIAGE. AND NO PERFECT
SET OF PEOPLE WHO WILL ALWAYS DO
WHAT WE EXPECT THEM TO DoO.

WHAT WE HAVE IS A PERFECT GOD WHO
IS ABLE TO LEAD US THROUGH THIS
IMPERFECT LIFE WITH UNFAILING

STRENGTH, INCOMPARABLE WISDOM
AND INFINITE LOVE.

a¥e @ 05,
L\ Vi

N\
4

(V)



July/August 2026 Newsletter

“On Wings Like Eagles”

...but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength

They shall mount up with wings (ike eagles,

They shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.
Isaiah 40:31

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
PO Box 2, 772 St. Johns Road
Saint Johns, PA 18247

Church Office Phone Number: 570-788-2685
Email: stjohns@epix.net
Facebook: SJELC.StlohnsPA

Website: www.sjlutheran.org

Pastor Designate: Reverend Michele Kaufman
Organist: TBA
Church Secretary: Rose Fox
Phone: 570-788-2685
Office Hours: Summer Hours Monday-Wednesday and Friday 9 am to 12 pm

Our Purpose
(Our sense of what God is calling us to be and do in the mission of the Church)
God’s purpose for our congregation is to be a Christ-centered community, glorifying God and sharing the
gospel and blessings with our neighbors.

Sunday Mornings
Youth Sunday School is held at 10 am

Catechism Classes
Catechism Classes for youth in grades 7t" and 8" grades is available.
Parents and P. Kaufman agree to a schedule that is compatible for all.

All are invited to join us for our worship/fellowship opportunities.



Contact Information

Pastor Michele Kaufman — Pastor Designate
Phone Number: 570-881-2371
If you have a pastoral need such as a request for a hospital visit, pastoral care need, or spiritual counseling,
please contact Pastor Kaufman.

For other requests such as a baptism, funeral, or wedding, please contact the church office @
570-788-2685. If necessary, please leave a message including your full name, phone number, the reason for
your call, and the best time to contact you.

2026 Church Council Officers/Members

Don Wenner, Jr. - President
Vice-President — Vacant

June Diller - Secretary

Donna Cassarella - Assistant Secretary
Jennifer Cipriani - Treasurer

Sherry Grenzberg - Assistant Treasurer (not on Council)
Janet Brady

Jan Jacobus

Beverly Janso

Patty Phile

Betty Wenner

Donald Wenner, Sr.

Church Ministries — See Calendar for Scheduled Meetings/Events

Finance Team — Don Wenner Jr., Chairperson
Lay Eucharistic Ministry Team: Melody Hinderer, Judy Mundie
Learning Ministry Team: Donna Cassarella, Chairperson
Prayer Circle Ministry: Kim Deliman, Chairperson
Prayer Shawl Ministry: Janet Brady, Chairperson
Property Team: Jim Cassarella, Chairperson
S.E.R.V.E. Ministry: Melody Hinderer, Chairperson
Worship and Music Ministry Team: TBA, Chairperson

We offer many opportunities for ministry. If interested, please contact the church office, a council member,
or the chairperson(s) listed above.



President’s Corner: Due to no June Council Meeting and my being away on vacation, the next President’s Corner

will be in September. | appreciate your understanding. Don Wenner, Jr. — Council President
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Prayer For The Church

-

Almighty God,

My parish family is composed of people like me.

| help make it what it is.

It will be friendly, if | am.

Its pews will be filled, if | help fill them.

It will do great work, if | work.

It will make generous gifts to many causes, if | am a generous giver.

It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship, if | invite and bring them.

It will be a parish family of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a parish with a noble spirit, if I,
who make it what it is, and filled with these same qualities.

Therefore, with the help of God - | will dedicate myself to the task of being all the things that | want my
parish family to be.

Bless my journey Lord God, that | might build the Church through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN
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July/August Supply Pastor Schedule Altar Flower Sponsors

July 5 — Rev. Melvin Mundie In Loving Memory of Les Schramm by Maureen Schramm
July 12 — Rev. Chip Fairchild In Loving Memory of Ernest Kuehn by the Family

July 19 — Rev. Chip Fairchild In Honor of Dallis Dolder’s 10' Birthday by Joe and Kim Washko
July 26 — Rev. Virginia Heimer In Memory of Larry Sims on his 86™ Birthday in Heaven

Aug 2 — Rev. Melvin Mundie In Loving Memory of Rocky Russo by Sally Russo and Sons
Aug 9 — Rev. Virginia Heimer No Sponsor

Aug 16 — Rev. Chip Fairchild No Sponsor

Aug 23 — Rev. Chip Fairchild In Honor of the 40" Anniversary of Robert and Debra Steiner
Aug 30 — Rev. Chip Fairchild In Honor of Kenzie’s 9" Birthday by Joe and Kim Washko
July Bulletin Sponsor: By Linda Snyder August Bulletin Sponsor: By Janet Brady
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Altar Flower Sponsors

The Flower Chart is available in the St. Stephen’s Room. Please write in “Memory of /In Honor g . !

of” and who is sponsoring the flowers. As a reminder, if you sponsor altar flowers, paymentis 7, /’Www/&m

due on the Sunday of your sponsorship. It is $25.00 per Sunday, and envelopes are available qw = %?
. . . T

by the flower chart in the St. Stephen's Room. Please ensure that you include your name and w»

the date you sponsored. Dates available are: Aug. 9, 16, Sept. 27, Oct. 4, 18, and Dec. 20.
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Bulletin Sponsors

You may sponsor our weekly church bulletins in Memory of or In Honor of someone special. The cost for
one week is $10.00. Available Dates are listed, and forms are available in the St. Stephen’s room. Please
fill out the form along with your check payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church and return it to our church
secretary. All weeks in November are available.
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Prayer Circle

0 )
Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest. Matthew 11:28 \
. Prayer
Do you have a prayer request for yourself or someone else? Please contact Kim Deliman at 570-788- %eStS

4459. Tell me if you would like the prayer request to be included in the bulletin and placed on the
prayer circle list. Do you want to be contacted by Pastor Michele Kaufman? You may also call the Church office or sign
the Prayer Request list located on the table in the St. Stephen’s Room.
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Monthly Coffee Hour

The July Coffee Hour has been cancelled. The next Coffee Hour (after service), will be held on August 2" to
celebrate the August birthdays, but it does not have a sponsor. With no sponsor, it will be cancelled.
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July & August Birthdays, Baptisms, and Anniversary Celebrations

We publish these celebrations with permission and information given by our members. If your celebration is missing
from our list, please call the church secretary with the information, and your information will be updated. Thank you!

July 5 — Richard Wenner Aug — 2 Theresa Steinman  Aug 23 — John Cressman
July 5 — Bardy Winder Aug 3 — Paxton Hilliard Aug 25 — Monroe Mumie
July 6 — Elise Eveland Aug 3 — Ruth Pecile Aug 27 — Beverly Janso
July 6 — Donald Floyd Aug 3 — Gabriella Hillard Aug 28 — Emily Barbush
July 13 — Carter Hinderer ~ Aug 12 — Cora Coxe Aug 29 — Jennifer Cipriani
July 16 — Lucas Leitner Aug 13 — Jenni Thomas Aug 29 — Darren Sims
July 25 — Alex Bowden Aug 15 — Clara Rossi Aug 29 — Gene Steinman
July 31 —Donna Cassarella Aug 16 — Marie Shultz Aug 30 — Carolyn Kuehn
Aug 20 — Katie Solon Aug 31 — Stephanie Bennett

Aug 23 — Carson Barbush ~ Aug 31 — Kenzie Dolder

.;\ .‘f
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July 12 — Richard Wenner Aug 8 — Devin Cipriani Aug 7 — Jean and Mark Solon

July 13 — Kenzie Dolder Aug 11 — Mary Ann Rooney
July 26 — Dawn Morgan Aug 27 — Colten Coxe
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Valley Food Pantry

Summer is here! Items needed to keep the Valley Interfaith food pantry stocked are

Items needed are diced tomatoes, cereal, Jello, brownie mix, coffee, and dish or laundry detergent.
Please make sure the items are within the expiration date. No medications/vitamins, etc., are
accepted. THANK YOU in advance for your generosity.




Prayer Shawl Ministry

Do you knit or crochet? We meet on the first and third Wednesdays of the month for about 2 hours.
If interested, call the church office at 570-788-2685.
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Summer Office Hours

Effective Monday, June 29'" until Friday, September 4", our Church Secretary’s office U M M R
hours will be 9 am to 12 pm on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. She @ff ; C@ ”
will resume being in the office until 1 pm on Tuesday, September 8",
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Church Service with Picnic

Sunday, July 19" — Congregation Picnic at Nadine Sauer’s Lake Property — We will
have our church service beginning at 10 am followed by our picnic. Please bring a
food item to share and your own drinks. Hot dogs will be provided by Jean and
Mark Solon, along with sausage and peppers provided by Mary Ellen Sims. Please
let us know if you need directions. The theme of our picnic: We will be
celebrating the 250%™ Anniversary of our country. Please dress in red, white, or
blue. We will also plan to have games planned for the occasion.
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Our congregation would like to express our deepest condolences to the family of

JOYCE RAY

May the prayer below be a prayer of comfort and strength, and
carry you all through the days ahead.
Our prayers to the family and all who loved Joyce.

Father, we thank you, that you are the source of all true joy in life. Your word says that, even
though I walk through the darkest valley, | will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod
and your staff, they comfort me. The loss of my loved one feels like a dark valley.
I ask that you lead me through this difficult time.
May | find the comfort | desire in you and the strength | need in your name.
May your presence be with me every hour of the day.

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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Black Creek UMC — Summer Concert Series — Free light dinner from 5:30 — 6 pm, Concerts at 6 — 7:30 pm. Rain or
shine, bring your own lawn chair!

Saturday, July 25 — Freeland St. Ann’s Band (concert band standards & innovative pieces)

Saturday, August 22 - Poor Man’s Gambit Due (Irish music)

Saturday, August 29 — Doc Pappa and the Renegade Ramblers (bluegrass music)



VBS 2026

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
“RAINFOREST FALLS” Ve ‘
AUGUST 3rd MON. - 7th FRI. N SZ)

It’s time to register your children and grand kids (3yrs old & Up) for Bible School. Our theme
is “Rainforest Falls”! Our Luther Hall will be transformed into a tropical rainforest jungle with
waterfalls, a cave, and amazing animals! The kids will be exploring the wonderful nature of
God!

Our Mission Project will be for the children at the
“Beyond Violence Emergency Shelter” in Berwick, PA

Registration forms are available at both St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church and the United Church
of Christ or contact our office to have one emailed or sent to you. 570-788-2685

ITEMS NEEDED FOR VBS

We are in need of some items to turn Luther Hall into a magical Rainforest with waterfalls,
birds and many of God'’s forest creatures!

The following supplies are needed by Monday, July 20th, when we begin creating the
Rainforest. All items can be brought to the basement level of Luther Hall. Call the office to let
you in 570-788-2685 Mon.-Wed & Fri. 9:00 - 12:00 or contact Donna Cassarella 570-436-2168

Cardboard boxes (any size) Saran or Plastic wrap

Brown packing paper (from Amazon orders) Masking tape

Construction Paper (all colors) Strings of Christmas Twinkle lights
Latex Paint - Greens, Brown, Grey Cardboard Tubes (any size)

Poster board -Greens, Brown, Orange, Red, Yellow, Purple, Blue




2026 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
REGISTRATION FORM

STUDENT'S NAME:

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME:

ADDRESS:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

PHONE NUMBER: HOME: CELL: WORK:

DATE OF BIRTH: AGE: LAST 5CHOOL GRADE COMPLETED:

HOME CHURCH (IF ANY):

FRIENDS OF YOUR CHILD AT THIS CHURCH:

SPECIAL NEEDS/ALLERGIES/MEDICAL INFORMATION/OTHER:

EMERGEMNCY CONTACTS:
MAME: PHOMNE:

MAME: PHOMNE:

NAME(S) OF PERSON(S) WHO MAY PICK UP THIS CHILD FROM VBS:

Phato Release: |, Church/VBS has my permission to use my
child’s photograph publicly in VBS material. | understand the images may be used in print publications,
online publications, presentations, websites, and social media. | also understand that no royalty, fee, or
other compensation shall become payable to me by reason of such use.

Parent/Guardian signature: Date:

Assigned to Group:

Are family members helping with VBS? If yes, where?
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Director of Music/Organist Job Opening

[ J
Organlst St. John’s Lutheran Church, located in Saint Johns, Pa., has a job opening for a Director of
Music/Organist.

Position Summary:

Provides leadership and direction for our church music ministry. The position will serve as the

organist/pianist for our worship services and special events. This position will be responsible

for planning, coordinating, and executing a diverse and inclusive music program that enhances

our worship experience and supports the church’s mission, in addition to vocal choirs.

Key Responsibilities:

e  Chair the Worship Team.

e Coordinate with clergy and the Worship Team all Sunday services, holy week services, Christmas Eve service,
weddings, funerals, and special events.

e Serve as the principal organist and pianist for all worship services and rehearsals.

e Report to the Pastor (or appropriate church leader).

e Supervises all choirs and ensemble members.

e Maintain the church’s piano and historical pipe organ through regular maintenance program and tuning.
e Help in rebuilding the adult choir, children’s choir, and any other instrumental ensembles as needed.
e Maintain the choral library.
e Develop/manage the annual music budget.
e Arrange for substitute musicians as needed to cover scheduled vacation days off or time off (medical or family
issues) approved by church council.
Qualifications:
e Five years’ experience in church music is preferred or related field.
e Proficiency in organ or piano performance.
e Experience in directing vocal choirs.
e Strong organizational, communication, and leadership skills.
e Ability to work collaboratively with clergy, staff, volunteers, and congregation members.
Hours and Salary:
e Full-time salaried, based on experience, with four weeks’ vacation per
calendar year approved by church council.
e Regular and/or weekend hours required or needed for rehearsal and/or worship services.
e Additional duties assigned by church leadership.
Application Process:
e Interested candidates should submit a resume, cover letter, and references to the following church mailing
address or email listed below.
e A performance audition and interview will be required.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
772 Saint Johns Road

PO Box 2

Saint Johns, PA 18247

Email address: stiohns@epix.net Website: www.sjlutheran.org



mailto:stjohns@epix.net
http://www.sjlutheran.org/
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We Are Stronger When We Serve Together

Submitted by Stacey Burke, NEPA Synod Director of Communications

When a fire forced St. John's Lutheran Church
in Allentown out of its building during Lent,
neighboring congregations stepped in to help.
Members of St. John's and Christ Lutheran in
Allentown  worshiped together, shared
leadership, and supported one another through
the challenge.

Reflecting on the experience during the 6261 |
Ministry Communities panel, Deacon Michael |
Krenz shared, "We have a sense of joy and we
know that if we have trials and tribulations, the
other congregations will say, 'Can | help?™

Throughout the 2026 Northeastern : -
Pennsylvania Synod Assembly, one theme surfaced agam and again. Whether discussing ministry
communities, new worshiping communities, global partnerships, or emerging ministries, participants shared
a common message: we are stronger when we serve together. Mission Support helps create and strengthen
those connections.

At assembly, participants heard stories from 6261 Ministry Communities, where congregations are
exploring new ways to share leadership, resources, and ministry. Panelists spoke honestly about both the
challenges and joys of collaboration. While the work requires patience, communication, and trust, many
shared how relationships formed through these partnerships have strengthened congregations and
expanded their ability to serve their communities.

The assembly theme, Imagine, was reflected in stories shared during the Fresh Expressions panel.
Participants heard about ministries reaching people through community meals, recovery ministries, young
adult gatherings, video game nights, mobile shower ministries, and other creative efforts designed to meet
people where they are. Together, these ministries demonstrate how God is at work beyond traditional
church walls. Speaking during the panel, April Mulvey of Hope's Table in Reading shared, "l serve a big God.
So | dream big and | believe that God will just make it happen." Her words captured the spirit of ministries
that are willing to try new things, build new relationships, and trust God to open new opportunities for
sharing the gospel.
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The assembly also celebrated the growth of the
Indonesian Lutheran Church of Scranton, which was
authorized as a Synod Authorized Worshiping
Community (SAWC) in 2025. Worshiping in both
Indonesian and English and building relationships with
neighboring congregations, this ministry is a visible
reminder that the church continues to grow in new and
| life-giving ways.

Beyond  Northeastern  Pennsylvania, assembly
attendees were reminded that we are part of a much
larger church. Through companion synod relationships
in Tanzania, Saxony, Argentina and Uruguay, Slovenia, and our domestic partnership with the Northwest
Synod of Wisconsin, congregations are connected to a global community of faith. These relationships allow
us to learn from one another, pray for one another, and discover new ways God is at work throughout the
world.

As Bishop Christopher deForest reflected, "We're coming together not just to survive. We're coming
together not just to thrive, but we're coming together to do mission of God in the world." Through
relationships with congregations, ministry partners, companion synods, pastors, deacons, licensed lay
ministers, and church leaders, we are continually discovering new opportunities to participate in God's
mission.

Assembly also highlighted how Mission Support helps leverage additional resources for ministry. Through
partnerships with the ELCA, seminaries, and grant programs, congregations and ministry leaders have
received support for new worshiping communities, outreach ministries, leadership development, Fresh
Expressions training, and collaborative ministry initiatives.

Following her election as bishop, Bishop-Elect Jennifer
Dee reflected on her excitement for how God is calling
the NEPA Synod to serve together, sharing that she is
"incredibly excited to see how God calls us to do ministry
together." Her words echoed what had already been
demonstrated throughout the assembly: ministry is not
something we do alone.

Every congregation that shares Mission Support is
helping make these ministries possible. Together,
through Mission Support, we are not simply sustaining @ 5
ministry. We are strengthening congregations, raising up leaders, formlng new mlnlstrles and joining God's
mission in the world. If you would like to learn more about the ministries and stories shared at assembly,
recordings of the plenary sessions are available on the synod's YouTube channel, with links and assembly
resources available at godslove.org/assembly2026. Together, we are imagining what God can do next.

Help Make Ministry Possible

Through Mission Support, congregations share resources, support leaders, and expand

ministry. Thank you for helping strengthen congregations, support leaders, and launch
new ministries. Learn more about Mission Support and how your congregation can
support at godslove.org/missionsupport.
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1 — Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 am
2 — Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm

4 — Independence Day

5 — Church @ 10 am

6 —Scouts @ 6 pm

9 — Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm; Church Council Meeting @ 6:30 pm

11 — Sandy Zamba’s 80" Birthday/ Luther Hall

12 — Church @ 10 am

13 — Scouts @ 6 pm/Luther Hall

15— Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 am; Fritzingertown Service @ 2:30 pm; Scouts Committee Meeting @ 7 pm
16 — Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm

19 — Church @ 10 am @ Nadine’s Grove following Annual Church Picnic

20 — Scouts @ 6 pm/Luther Hall

21 & 22 — VBS Prep/Luther Hall

23 — VBS Prep/Luther Hall; Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am - 12 pm; S.E.R.V.E. Meeting @ 6:30 pm

24 & 25— VBS Prep/Hall

26 — Church @ 10 am; VBS Prep/Luther Hall

27,28 & 29 — VBS Set-up/Luther Hall

30 — VBS Set-up/Luther Hall; Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am - 12 pm

31 — VBS Set-up/Luther Hall

1 — VBS Set-up/Luther Hall

2 — Church 10 am; Coffee Hour; VBS Set-up/Luther Hall

3,4,5,6,7—-VBS9am to 12 pm/Luther Hall

9 — Church @ 10 am

10 — Music & Worship Meeting @ 10:30 pm; Scouts @ 6pm/Luther Hall

13 — Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm; Church Council Meeting @ 6:30 pm
15 — September Newsletter deadline

16 — Church @ 10 am

19 — Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 am; Fritzingertown Service @ 2:30 pm; Scouts Committee Meeting @ 7 pm
20 — Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm

23 — Church @ 10 am

24 — Scouts @ 6 pm/Luther Hall

27 - Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm; S.E.R.V.E. Meeting @ 6:30 pm

30 — Church @ 10 am

31— Scouts @ 6 pm/Luther Hall
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