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STICK AND STAY AND MAKE IT PAY 

THE WAY TO STICK AND STAY AND MAKE IT PAY 

IS TO READ YOUR BIBLE EVERY DAY. 

IF GOD CALLS YOU TO DO HIS WILL, 

WALK THE PATH NO MATTER HOW STEEP THE HILL. 

SO STICK AND STAY AND MAKE IT PAY, 

NO MATTER WHAT MAN MAY SAY, 

WHETHER IN SICKNESS OR IN HEALTH, 

READ GOD’S WORD TO RECEIVE GOD’S WEALTH. 

THE WAY TO STICK AND STAY AND MAKE IT PAY, 

IS TO PRAY EVERY DAY, 

SING PRAISES UNTO THE LORD 

AND HE WILL GIVE YOU A GREAT REWARD. 

WHETHER YOU ARE RICH OR POOR, 

GOD IS KNOCKING AT YOUR DOOR, 

IF WE STICK AND STAY 

GOD IS SURELY ON HIS WAY. 
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October 2025 Newsletter 
“On Wings Like Eagles” 

 

  …but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength 

  They shall mount up with wings like eagles,  
  They shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.  

                                           Isaiah 40:31 
 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

PO Box 2, 772 St. Johns Road 

Saint Johns, PA  18247 
 

Church Office Phone Number: 570-788-2685 

Email: stjohns@epix.net 

Facebook: SJELC.StJohnsPA 

                                                              Website: www.sjlutheran.org 

 

Pastor Designate: Reverend Michele Kaufman 

Organist: Brenda Zimmerman 

Church Secretary:  Rose Fox 

Phone: 570-788-2685 

Office Hours:  M-W 9 am to 1 pm, F - 9 am to 12 pm  

 

Our Purpose 
(Our sense of what God is calling us to be and do in the mission of the Church) 

God’s purpose for our congregation is to be a Christ-centered community, glorifying God and 

sharing the gospel and blessings with our neighbors. 
 

Sunday Mornings 
Adult Bible Study @ 8:45 am 

Youth Sunday School is held at 10 am 

 

Catechism Classes 
Catechism Classes for youth in grades 6, 7, and 8th grades is available.  

Parents and P. Kaufman agree to a schedule that is compatible for all. 

 

All are invited to join us for our worship/fellowship opportunities. 
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Contact Information 

Pastor Michele Kaufman – Pastor Designate 

Phone Number: 570-881-2371 

If you have a pastoral need such as a request for a hospital visit, pastoral care need, or spiritual 

counseling, please contact P. Kaufman. 
 

For other requests such as a baptism, funeral, or wedding, please contact the church office @ 

570-788-2685. If necessary, please leave a message including your full name, phone number, the 

reason for your call, and the best time to contact you. 

 

   2025 Church Council Officers/Members 

   Don Wenner, Jr. - President 

   Melody Hinderer - Vice President 

   Jane Krouse - Secretary 

   Jan Jacobus - Assistant Secretary 

   Jennifer Cipriani - Treasurer 

   Sherry Grenzberg - Assistant Treasurer (not on Council) 

   Janet Brady 

   Patty Phile 

   Betty Wenner 

   Donald Wenner, Sr. 

 

     Church Ministries – See Calendar for Scheduled Meetings/Events 

Finance Team – Don Wenner Jr., Chairperson 

Lay Eucharistic Ministry Team: Melody Hinderer, Judy Mundie 

Learning Ministry Team: Donna Cassarella, Chairperson 

Prayer Circle Ministry: Kim Deliman, Chairperson 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: TBA, Chairperson 

Property Team: Jim Cassarella, Chairperson 

S.E.R.V.E. Ministry: Donna Cassarella, Chairperson 

Worship and Music Ministry Team: TBA, Chairperson 

 
We offer many opportunities for ministry. If interested, please contact the church office, a 

council member, or the chairperson(s) listed above. 
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From Pastor Michele Kaufman:  

The prophet Jeremiah asked 2700 years ago, "Can the 
Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? Then may 
you also do good, that are accustomed to do evil." (13:23) In 
other words, can a person change his or her basic nature? Can 
the cruel become kind, the vulgar become refined, the coward 
become courageous? 

    Sometimes I wonder. I question how we continue to make the same mistakes 
time and time again. You would think we would tackle a situation differently 
knowing what the outcome was the first time around. Is it possible for us to 
change? The answer is, "of course." We can. Millions of people have experienced 
change in their lives. Consider for a moment St. Paul. Paul by his own admission 
persecuted the early Christian church. He was a zealous advocate of the Jewish 
faith. The important thing, however, is that Paul changed. He became the great 
missionary apostle for Christianity. He was changed -heart, mind and spirit. 

    We DO possess the capacity for change. We have seen people change. In fact 
over a set period of time almost everyone changes to a certain extent. That is what 
maturity is all about. Sadly, Sigmund Freud wrote once: "I have examined myself 
thoroughly and have come to the conclusion that I do not need to change much." 
How many of us can look in the mirror and be as sure as that. Truthfully many 
people are content with their situation and like Freud, don’t see a need for change. 
Some people are not even aware of their deepest spiritual needs because they 
never give any thought to their souls. They never give any thought to where they 
stand with God. So in order for there to be change, there needs to be an 
awareness and a desire. Change comes when we dare to take a first step. Getting 
started is always the hardest part. So often we fear change. We become 
comfortable where we are. Old habits do die hard, but they do die if we will dare to 
take the first step. Change involves risk-it requires stepping out-it means breaking 
the mold, embracing the possibilities before us. 

     Ann Landers carried a writing from an anonymous source that speaks to our 
need. It is entitled "The Dilemma." To laugh is to risk appearing a fool. To weep is 
to risk appearing sentimental. To reach out for another is to risk involvement. To 
expose feelings is to risk rejection. To place your dreams before the crowd is to 
risk ridicule. To love is to risk not being loved in return. To go forward in the face of 
overwhelming odds is to risk failure. But risks must be taken because the greatest 
hazard in life is to risk nothing. The person who risks nothing does nothing, has 
nothing, is nothing. He may avoid suffering and sorrow, but he cannot learn, feel, 
change grow, or love. Chained by one’s certitudes, they are slaves. Only a person 
who takes risks is free. Allow Christ to change you! 
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President’s Corner: 

Hi, St. John’s and Friends. 

Hope everyone has gotten into the fall routine and is enjoying the weather.   

I changed up the format for this newsletter.  Let me know which one you like best. 
 

The highlights from the last council meeting are below. 
 

Worship and Music: 

• Oct. 12th: Harvest Home. Linda Snyder got a Thrivent Card for this project.   

• We will be doing Mums Tributes again, so watch for the signup sheets. 

• Nov. 2nd: All Saints Sunday – 3 Baptisms and 4 Deceased 

• Nov. 30th: starts Advent Giving 

o Nov. 30th: Fritzingertown Senior Living (Pastor will check with them about donations) 

o Dec. 7th: VA Hospital 

o Dec. 14th: Head Start 

o Dec 21st: Divine Providence (hats, gloves, socks) 

• Coffee hour before church will start soon.  We are going to use a Keurig to make things easier in the 

morning.  
 

S.E.R.V.E. Team: Chairperson Donna Cassarella 

• Both the Kid’s Night and Hobo party were cancelled for not enough people signed up. 

• 12 people signed up for Painting Night for tomorrow. 

• There is a meeting with all church teams to discuss projects and plans on Thursday, October 2nd at 

7 pm. 

• Jan and her son, Danny, are giving up leading Divine Providence. Someone will need to take over in 

the spring when we resume. Pastor suggested that maybe the Scouts would be interested. Jen will 

check with the Scouts. 

• The next meeting is next Thursday, Sept. 25th at 6:30 pm. 
 

Learning Ministry Team: Chairperson Donna Cassarella. 

• We have two more children who will be regularly attending Sunday School. We need to have three 

teachers for either full or part-time.  Jen said that the older kids should have an hour of Sunday 

School. So, we are looking at that also. 
 

Property Team: Chairperson Jim Cassarella. 

• Sunday School building has a roof leak. 

• The boiler in the Shuster Education Building has a bad fill valve, and a part is needed. 

• Building a display case for church artifacts – on hold. 

• Don Wenner Sr. fixed the inside Sacristy door. 
 

Lay Eucharist: 

Pastor will finish visits in September. Melody and Judy will visit in October and November. 
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Continuation of President’s Corner… 
 

Call Committee: Melody Hinderer – Chairperson. 

Members: Judy Mundie, Jane Krouse, Jim Cassarella, Sheila Maslo.  Council met with Pastor Mike Melber, 

our new Hazleton Leigh Mission District Associate, to the SYNOD Bishop.  We talked extensively on our 

options for a Pastor moving forward.  I have not heard back from Pastor Melber yet regarding our meeting 

with him. 
 

Old Business: 

• Melody completed the update of our Constitution. She still needs to review it one final time before 

handing out copies to council for review. 

• Don Sr. will ask Atty. Seach if we can get a retainer with him for future issues. 

• Pastor Michele will ask the representative from Thrivent to speak at a coffee hour about members 

joining Thrivent so that more members can get Thrivent Action cards to be used at our events. 

• Don Sr. said that the Sausage and Pancake Supper will be held on Saturday, Oct. 18th.  Help is 

needed for this fundraiser. The ticket costs are $14.00. The sausage is the same cost as it was in the 

spring. A sign-up sheet will be put out for help.  Melody got a card for the Sausage Supper paper 

products. Betty Wenner also got a Thrivent Card for the purchase of the sausage for the supper. 

New Business: 

• Betty Wenner asked when the family would be taken in as members. We will now bring in new 

members in as Pastor Michele finishes talking to them.  She will reach out to them to set a date. 

• Melody attended the Mission District President’s meeting on August 27th. Some of the questions 

asked were:  

o When churches close, what happens to their cemeteries?  

o Faith Lutheran Church in Nescopeck is now in our Mission District. Ours is the largest 

Mission District in our Synod.  

o Next year’s Assembly will be from 6/4 to 6/6 at Split Rock. A new Bishop will be elected. The 

cost is $175 per person plus the cost to stay overnight. 

• Christ Lutheran is having its Apple Fest the same day as our Sausage Supper. Their hours are from 8 

am to 3 pm. 

• The next Mission District President’s meeting is on 11/5 at 7 pm at our church. 

• Jen asked to revisit Pastor Michele’s office hours. Pastor Michele’s office hours will be every 

Thursday from 10 to 12 in our church. Please call before stopping by. 

• Janet Brady said that Joyce Ray is now in Fritzingertown. 

• Pastor Michele said that the next meeting of local churches is planned for Thursday, Oct. 9th, from 

6:30 to 8:30 pm. Pastor Michele, Don Jr., Jen, and Janet are planning to attend. If the meeting is not 

cancelled, we’ll hold our next council meeting on Thursday, Oct. 16th.   

 

Gods speed. 

 

Don Wenner Jr.,  

Council President 
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Almighty God, 

My parish family is composed of people like me. 

I help make it what it is. 

It will be friendly, if I am. 

Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them. 

It will do great work, if I work. 

It will make generous gifts to many causes, if I am a generous giver. 

It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship if I invite and bring them. 

It will be a parish family of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a parish 

with a noble spirit, if I, who make it what it is, and filled with these same qualities. 

Therefore, with the help of God- 

I will dedicate myself to the task of being all the things that 

 I want my parish family to be. 

Bless my journey Lord God, that I might build the  

Church through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN 
**************************************************************************************** 

Supply Pastor Schedule  Altar Flower Sponsors 
October 5 – Rev. Melvin Mundie In Loving Memory of June Mudie Moylan by her brother and sisters 

October 12 – Rev. John Hazel, Jr.  In Loving Memory of James Phile by Phile Family 

October 19 – Rev. Melvin Mundie In Loving Memory of Evelyn Christman by Mary Ann Rooney 

October 26 – Rev. Chip Fairchild  In Loving Memory of Jerry Klick by his Family  

    

Bulletin Sponsors for October: 
October 5 – In Loving Memory of those who passed by the Mundie Family 

October 12 –  Don and Betty Wenner 

October 19 –  Don and Betty Wenner 

October 26 –  Dawn Klick  
**************************************************************************************** 

Bulletin Sponsors 
 

You may sponsor our weekly church bulletins for 2025. The cost for one week is $10.00. Available Dates are 

listed, and forms are available in the St. Stephen’s room. Please fill out the form along 

with your check payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church and return it to our church 

secretary.  All weeks in November and December are available. 
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October Birthdays, Baptisms, and Anniversary Celebrations 

We publish these celebrations with permission and information given by our members. If your celebration 

is missing from our list, please call the church secretary with the information, and your information will be 

updated. Thank you! 

 

 

 
 

3 - Mary Ann Rooney                    3 - Darren Sims                            30 - Jennifer and Dave Cipriani 

7 - Jan Jocobus       24 - Stephanie Bennett 

23 - Matthew Buchman                   31 - Clara Rossi 

**************************************************************************************** 

                                               Monthly Coffee Hour 

The next coffee hour is October 5th (after Service) to celebrate the October Birthdays.    

The November 2nd Coffee Hour needs a sponsor.  If you are interested in sponsoring, 

please sign up in the St. Stephen’s Room.   

************************************************************************************** 

                                Valley Food Pantry 

As we do every year, our churches, together with the Valley Food Pantry, distribute 

special “Holiday” food boxes.  This Thanksgiving, our church will sponsor “pasta”. 

Donations must be in by November 16th.  Besides the “Holiday” food boxes, the food 

pantry is in need of tomato products (sauce, diced, stewed, crushed), tuna, soups, snacks 

(individually wrapped crackers, cookies, Pop-Tarts, etc.) Please make sure the products 

are within the expiration date. No medications/vitamins etc. are accepted. Your 

generosity is greatly appreciated. 

**************************************************************************************** 

                     Prayer Circle 
    

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give 
                                             thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
 

Do you have a prayer request for yourself or someone else? Please contact Kim Deliman 

at 570-788-4459. Tell me if you would like the prayer request to be included in the bulletin and placed on 

the prayer circle list. Do you want to be contacted by Pastor Michele Kaufman? You may also call the 

church office or sign the Prayer Request list located on the table in the St. Stephen’s Room.  

****************************************************************************************    

       Hymn Requests 

 Do you have a favorite hymn?  You may request hymns to be played from our hymnals, 

the ELW (red book), the WOV (blue book), or the LBW (green book).  If the hymn isn’t in 

either, request it anyway! We will do our best to play the hymns.  Please complete a slip; 

they are found in the St. Stephen’s Room. Place your request in the offering plate. 
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                              Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Do you knit or crochet?  We meet on the first and third Wednesdays of the month for about 

2 hours.  If interested, call the church office at 570-788-2685.  

****************************************************************************************                              
                    Pastor’s Office Hours 

 

Pastor Michele Kaufman's Office Hours will be held every Thursday from 10 am to 12 pm.  

Please call her to make an appointment at 570-881-2371. 
 

****************************************************************************************  

                                   Sunday School 
 

There is still time to sign up for Sunday School. Please call the Church office at 

 570-788-2685 for the registration form. 
 

**************************************************************************************** 
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VBS MISSION PROJECT UPDATE 
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        October 12th - Harvest Home 
 

In thanksgiving to God for the fruits of the earth and for the 
promise of the “final harvest” when all the saints will be 
gathered at the banquet of our Lord, we will celebrate “Harvest 
Home” on October 12TH.  Please bring your donation of non-
perishable food items and/or your monetary offering placed in 
the “Harvest Home” envelope available in your offering 
envelope box.  These will be given to the Valley Food Pantry as a 
way of sharing God’s bountiful provision with our neighbors in 
need. 

 

 
**************************************************************************************** 

                                              

                                               Fall Tributes 
 

Please use the following form for Fall Mum Tributes.  Forms are due no later than 

October 5th. 
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Pastor Michele Kaufman will be holding Office Hours on Thursdays from 10 am to 12 pm. 

 

1 – Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 am 

2 – All Teams Meeting @ 7 pm 

5 – Church & SS @ 10 am; Coffee Hour 

6 – Scouts @ 6 pm 

9 – Local Church’s Meeting @ 6:30 to 8:30 pm;  

      Council Meeting @ 7 pm (will be rescheduled to Oct. 16th if Local Church’s Meeting is cancelled) 

12 – Church & SS @ 10 am; Harvest Home 

13 – Columbus Day; Scouts @ 6 pm 

14 – Kids’ Night @ 6 to 8 pm 

15 – Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 am; November Newsletter deadline 

16 – Prep for the Sausage Supper from 9 am to 1 pm; 

          Council Meeting @ 7 pm (rescheduled from Oct 9th if Local Church’s Meeting is held) 

17 – Church Office closed 

18 – Sausage Supper – Pick-up from 1 to 5 pm 

19 – Church & SS @ 10 am  

20 – Scouts @ 6 pm  

23 – S.E.R.V.E. Meeting @ 6:30 pm 

26 – Church & SS @ 10 am; Reformation Sunday 

27 – Scouts @ 6 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 5th – Historic Brainerd Church – Annual Fall Festival from 10 am to 4 pm.   
 

October 18th – Christ Lutheran -Conyngham – Apple Fest from 8 am to 3 pm. 

Indoor/outdoor flea market, tricky trays, too much food to mention! 
 

October 25th  – Conyngham UCC – Annual Pumpkinfest from 10 am to 3 pm. Homemade food and 

soup, bake sale, tricky trays, children’s games, and activities. 
 

November 1st – Conyngham United UMC – Annual Holiday Bazaar from 9 am to 3 pm. Take out food: 

soup, Haluska, BBQ, bake sale, basket auction, and vendors. 
 

November 4 – St. John Bosco Catholic Church – Election Day Pasta & Meatball Dinner from 3 to 7 

pm.  Tickets are $15, call 570-788-1997, ext. 3. 
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