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December 2025 Newsletter 
 

“On Wings Like Eagles” 
 

  …but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength 

  They shall mount up with wings like eagles,  
  They shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.  

                                           Isaiah 40:31 
 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

PO Box 2, 772 St. Johns Road 

Saint Johns, PA  18247 
 

Church Office Phone Number: 570-788-2685 

Email: stjohns@epix.net 

Facebook: SJELC.StJohnsPA 

                                                              Website: www.sjlutheran.org 

 

Pastor Designate: Reverend Michele Kaufman 

Organist: Brenda Zimmerman 

Church Secretary:  Rose Fox 

Phone: 570-788-2685 

Office Hours:  M-W 9 am to 1 pm, F - 9 am to 12 pm  

 

Our Purpose 
(Our sense of what God is calling us to be and do in the mission of the Church) 

God’s purpose for our congregation is to be a Christ-centered community, glorifying God and 

sharing the gospel and blessings with our neighbors. 
 

Sunday Mornings 
Youth Sunday School is held at 10 am 

 

Catechism Classes 
Catechism Classes for youth in grades 7th and 8th grades is available.  

Parents and P. Kaufman agree to a schedule that is compatible for all. 

 

All are invited to join us for our worship/fellowship opportunities. 
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Contact Information 

Pastor Michele Kaufman – Pastor Designate 

Phone Number: 570-881-2371 

If you have a pastoral need such as a request for a hospital visit, pastoral care need, or spiritual 

counseling, please contact Pastor Kaufman. 
 

For other requests such as a baptism, funeral, or wedding, please contact the church office @ 

570-788-2685. If necessary, please leave a message including your full name, phone number, the 

reason for your call, and the best time to contact you. 

 

   2025 Church Council Officers/Members 

   Don Wenner, Jr. - President 

   Melody Hinderer - Vice President 

   Jane Krouse - Secretary 

   Jan Jacobus - Assistant Secretary 

   Jennifer Cipriani - Treasurer 

   Sherry Grenzberg - Assistant Treasurer (not on Council) 

   Janet Brady 

   Patty Phile 

   Betty Wenner 

   Donald Wenner, Sr. 

 

     Church Ministries – See Calendar for Scheduled Meetings/Events 

Finance Team – Don Wenner Jr., Chairperson 

Lay Eucharistic Ministry Team: Melody Hinderer, Judy Mundie 

Learning Ministry Team: Donna Cassarella, Chairperson 

Prayer Circle Ministry: Kim Deliman, Chairperson 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: TBA, Chairperson 

Property Team: Jim Cassarella, Chairperson 

S.E.R.V.E. Ministry: Donna Cassarella, Chairperson 

Worship and Music Ministry Team: TBA, Chairperson 

 
We offer many opportunities for ministry. If interested, please contact the church office, a 

council member, or the chairperson(s) listed above. 
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From Pastor Michele Kaufman:  

 

 

Creating a Grateful and Generous Spirit 

      Generosity is a lifestyle in which we share all that we have, are, and ever will become as a 
demonstration of God’s love and a response to God’s grace.”  

     The busyness of our lives often prevents us from noticing the little everyday blessings. There is 
always something to do, somewhere to be, tasks to accomplish and most days seem to slip by and 
through our fingers. Sometimes the hectic life we create for ourselves leads to stress, sickness 
even depression. We live in an endless state of wanting and needing more, unable to appreciate 
our health, our family and friends until we’re faced with the possibility of losing them. Don’t wait 
for something drastic to happen before you start counting your blessings. Instead of looking for 
what’s wrong, start looking for and appreciating what’s right in your life. Be grateful for each day. 
..for waking up each morning. For every person in your life (even the ones who drive you 
nuts…without them life would be boring)! If you have a hard time being grateful for a job you 
don’t like, think about those who don’t have jobs who would love to have yours. If your family life 
is difficult and hard to see as a blessing…imagine not having them around at all.is dealing with 
some challenges. 

     If you start each day with gratitude, you will find new meaning to life. When you start focusing 
on all the blessings in your life instead of all that you think you’re still lacking, your attitude will 
change as well. You’ll start noticing and appreciating all the little things that we often take for 
granted. End your day with gratitude as well. Remember the people you saw- the ones whom you 
helped and those who helped you. By doing so, you’ll shift your perspective from your own 
problems and start seeing that everyone is dealing with something. You may even realize that you 
prefer to live with your own challenges, because compared to others, they’re not all that bad! 

     Living in gratitude may result in generosity….they go hand in hand! A grateful person is a happy 
person, a joyous person, a hopeful person…an individual who wants to share whatever they have, 
knowing that in sharing they will never be lacking. A grateful person is a generous person, one who 
brings happiness to others, not just in words or good wishes, but through action. By practicing 
gratitude with generosity, we have the power to impact the world. 

     As we prepare for Thanksgiving and enter the season of Advent…as we remember and receive 
again the ultimate gift of God’s grace through the birth of his Son, remember to give thanks to God 
in all things great and small. Count your blessings and respond to God in generosity. As God’s 
people, we are “blessed to be a blessing” to the world around us. 
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President’s Corner: 
 

Hi, St. John’s and Friends. 

Folks remember to look at the Church Callander in the newsletter and church bulletin for what’s going on in 

the church and SYNOD. 

This year’s Christmas Party will be held on Saturday, Dec. 13th at Four Blooms.  The maximum we can have 

attend is 40 people.  To sign up, please see Melody Hinderer or myself after church, the last day is Nov 

30th. 

The highlights from the last council meeting are below. 
 

Worship and Music: 

• Nov. 30th: starts Advent Giving 

o Nov. 30th: Fritzingertown Senior Living  

o Dec. 7th: VA Hospital 

o Dec. 14th: Head Start 

o Dec 21st: Divine Providence (hats, gloves, socks) 

• Christmas Tributes will be in the bulletin soon.  You can sponsor Poinsettias and/or give to the 

Pennsylvania Wounded Warriors.   

• The Christmas tree will be put up on Saturday, Nov. 29th, starting at 10 am.  The church will be 

decorated then also.  The Creche will be placed the week of Dec. 8th.   

• Stephanie Bennett will have the Sunday School kids do a 10-15 minute Christmas presentation for 

Dec. 28th.   
 

S.E.R.V.E. Team: Chairperson Donna Cassarella 

• Paint Night will be on Black Friday, Nov. 28th, from 6:30 to 8:30 pm.  A beautiful manger scene is the 

subject.   

• Team Family Night – December theme is Comfort & Joy. 

• Jennifer has added “30 Days of Gratitude” for the congregation. 

• A Soup Tasting Competition will be on January 18th, following the worship service.  
 

Learning Ministry Team: Chairperson Donna Cassarella. 

• Our Sunday School is growing currently, 8 children are enrolled, ages from 6 to 11 years old.  If you 

like working with kids, we need to have three teachers for either full or part-time.   

• Confirmation training will be pushed back 1 year to begin for 7th and 8th graders.   

• VBS 2025 Cave Quest received a lot of positive feedback.  This year, the VBS Mission project was 

Carolina Lutheran Disaster Response.  A total of $807 was collected and sent along with School 

supplies and backpacks.   

• Planning for VBS 2026 has started, and the theme will be Kingdom Quest.   
 

Property Team: Chairperson Jim Cassarella. 

• The church brick chimney is deteriorating badly.  Don Sr. called Chimney Enterprises to come and 

look at it. 

• Don Wenner Sr. picked up plastic window covers for the Sunday School rooms.  They need to be 

put in. 

 

Lay Eucharist: Pastor, Melody, and Judy continue to visit our shut-ins. 
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Continuation of President’s corner… 

Call Committee: Melody Hinderer – Chairperson. 

Members: Judy Mundie, Jane Krouse, Jim Cassarella, Sheila Maslo.   
 

Old Business: 

• The church brick chimney repairs are still being looked into.   

• The plastic window covers for the Sunday School rooms still needs to be put on. 

• The first-floor hallway emergency flood light was purchased and needs to be installed.  

• Jen Cipriani said that the Scouts would like to hold a Wilderness First Aid training for the Scouts in 

our basement on Jan. 10th or Jan. 17th.    

New Business: 

• Wreaths Across America is on Saturday, Dec. 13th.   

• Melody attended the Hazleton Lehighton Mission District Meeting on Wednesday, Nov. 5th.  

Anyone can attend any of these meetings.  The next meeting is Feb. 11th at 7 pm at St. Matthew’s, 

Lehighton.   

• Jen said that the next Hazleton Area Sharing Meeting is on Thursday, Dec. 4th at 6:30 pm at Christ 

Lutheran in Hazleton.   
 

I hope everyone has a blessed and safe holidays.   
 

Gods speed. 
 

Don Wenner Jr.,  

Council President 

**************************************************************************************** 

 

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

    Almighty God, 

My parish family is composed of people like me. 
 

I help make it what it is. 

It will be friendly, if I am. 

Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them. 

It will do great work, if I work. 

It will make generous gifts to many causes, if I am a generous giver. 

It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship if I invite and bring them. 

It will be a parish family of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a parish with a 

noble spirit, if I, who make it what it is, and filled with these same qualities. 

Therefore, with the help of God- 

I will dedicate myself to the task of being all the things 

 that I want my parish family to be. 

Bless my journey Lord God, that I might build the Church through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN 
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Supply Pastor Schedule     Altar Flower Sponsors 
December 7 – Rev. Melvin Mundie             In Loving Memory of Hilda & Willard Wenner and Deceased 

       Family Members by Don and Betty Wenner 

December 14 – Rev. Chip Fairchild             In Loving Memory of Gene E. Mundie by his brother & sisters 

December 21 – Rev. Carl Schweitzer             In Loving Memory Loved Ones by June Diller 

December 24 @ 7 pm – Rev. Chip Fairchild         Christmas Poinsettias - If you sponsored flowers, you  

          may take them home after this service. 

December 28 – Lessons & Carols             In Loving Memory of Ronald Ashman by his daughters 
 

Bulletin Sponsors for December:  by Maureen Schramm 

**************************************************************************************** 

                              Christmas Worship Schedule 
 

Please join us for our Christmas Eve Service on Wednesday, December 24th, as we celebrate the 

joy of our Christ’s birth.  Special music will begin prior to the worship service at 7 pm. 
 

On Sunday, December 28th, come celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ with a service of  

Lessons and Carols at 10 am, along with a short Sunday School Children’s program. 

**************************************************************************************** 

                                              Blue Christmas Worship Service 

Christ Lutheran Conyngham will be hosting a Blue Christmas Service of healing 

and hope through the Holidays.  This is in conjunction with the Valley Interfaith 

Council. The service will be held on Sunday, December 20th at 4:30 pm.   

****************************************************************************************

December Birthday and Baptism Celebrations 

We publish these celebrations with permission and information given by our members. If your celebration 

is missing from our list, please call the church secretary with the information, and your information will be 

updated. Thank you! 

 

 

 
  

 

5 - Connie Barbush  25 – Barry Schell                     2 – Emily Barbush 

19 - Mason Floyd       30 – Sheila Maslo 

19 – Rev. Melvin Mundie  30 – Colyn Smith 

21 – Rev. Chip Fairchild 

****************************************************************************************  

Bulletin Sponsors 
 

You may sponsor our weekly church bulletins for 2026. The cost for one week is 

$10.00. Available Dates are listed, and forms are available in the St. Stephen’s room. 

Please fill out the form along with your check payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church 

and return it to our church secretary.  All weeks in 2026 are available. 
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                                     2026 Flower Chart 
 

      The 2026 Altar Flower Chart is now available in the St. Stephen’s Room.  

                                   The flower offering is $25.00 per week. 

**************************************************************************************** 

                      Monthly Coffee Hour 
 

The next coffee hour will be held on December 7th (after service) sponsored by the Mundie 

Family to celebrate the December birthdays.  The 2026 sponsor sheet is available in the St. 

Stephen’s Room.  A sponsor is needed for January.  

**************************************************************************************** 

      Valley Food Pantry 

The Valley Food Pantry will distribute special “Christmas” food boxes.  Our church will 

sponsor cans of pineapple. Other items needed are coffee and regular tea bags.  

Donations must be in by December 14th.   Please make sure the products are within the 

expiration date. No medications/vitamins, etc., are accepted. Thank you for your 

generosity and support throughout the year to the Valley Food Pantry. 
 

**************************************************************************************** 

                   Did you know… 

If you use online banking, you can set up the church as a Vendor and schedule your bank 

to automatically mail in your weekly/monthly offering.  This way, you don’t have to 

remember to bring your offering each week.   Please enter the Vendor as St. John’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church and use PO Box 2, St. John’s, PA 18247 for mailing.  If you have 

any questions, please see Jennifer Cipriani. 

***************************************************************************************

               Prayer Circle 
 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him.” (Romans 15:13) 
 

Do you have a prayer request for yourself or someone else? Please contact Kim Deliman at 570-788-4459. 

Tell me if you would like the prayer request to be included in the bulletin and placed on the prayer circle 

list. Do you want to be contacted by Pastor Michele Kaufman? You may also call the Church office or sign 

the Prayer Request list located on the table in the St. Stephen’s Room. 

****************************************************************************************            
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

Do you knit or crochet?  We meet on the first and third Wednesdays of the month 

for about 2 hours.  If the winter weather is bad or for some reason we aren’t 

meeting, we will call.  If interested, call the church office at 570-788-2685.  

 

 

 

                 Fritzingertown Gifts 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is gifting shawls and lap 

blankets to Fritzingertown Senior Living as a warm 

gift for Christmas.  They will be given by Pastor 

Michele at the December 17th Service at 2 pm. 

 

**************************************************************************************** 

Advent Season Giving 

Below is the list of our Advent Giving for 
the remainder of the Advent season. 
Monetary donations are accepted.  Make 
checks payable to St. John’s Lutheran 
Church.  In the memo section, state 
which organization you are giving a 
donation to.  Do not wrap the donations.   
Please take up your gifts and place them 
in the Advent Giving Box at the front of 
the Altar during the Offering. 

 
December 7th – VA Hospital: Shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, shaving cream, body wash, toothpaste, 
                toothbrushes, denture cream, large print deck of cards, large puzzle with no staples or wire 
   binding 
December 14th – Head Start: Books, games, toys, socks, sweatshirts, and sweatpants suitable for children 
    ages 3 & 4. 
December 21st – Divine  Divine Providence: New gloves, hats, and scarves for men, women, and children 

**************************************************************************************** 

2026 Annual Congregation Meeting – January 25, 2026 

Please mark your calendar to attend the 2026 Annual Congregation Meeting to 

be held immediately after the church service on January 25, 2025 

A quorum of 15 voting members is needed to conduct the business of our church 

for 2026.  

                    Annual Reports Due by January 5, 2026 

If you are a chairperson of a church team, please submit your annual team report 

to our secretary, Rose Fox, by January 5th, 2025. All team reports will be included in 

the Bulletin of Reports for our 2026 Annual Congregation Meeting 
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Comfort & Joy - A Christmas Family Event 

  

                    Everyone is invited to join us 
           on Wednesday, December 10 at 6:00 PM  
        for Comfort & Joy - A Family Christmas Event.  
 
Together we will discover that true joy comes from 
Jesus, an important reminder for kids (and grown-ups!) 
during the Christmas Season. 
This night will be a fun and interactive evening for all 
ages.  There will be light refreshments, music, and 
Christmas fun! 

 
**************************************************************************************** 

                                          

Christmas Tributes 
 

Please use the following form for Christmas Tributes.  Forms are due no later than 

December 14th.  Please give form to Janet Brady or mail to the Church office. 
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Exciting Sunday School Update! 
 

Since Sunday School is growing, the Learning Ministry Committee Team (LMT) has 

prepared the following new revisions for the Sunday School Programs 

 to begin as of September 2026. 

 

We will be going back to classes separated into age-related categories: 

    NURSERY – Birth to 3 yrs. old 

    PRIMARY – Pre K (4 yrs old) to 1st grade (6 yrs old) 

    ADVANCED – 2nd grade (7yrs old) to 6th grade (12 yrs old) 

  *CONFIRMATION – 7th grade (13 yrs old) 

  * Confirmation will be pushed back one (1) year to begin for        

   7th & 8th graders.  The class date will be announced and will 

      be held in the Meeting Room. 

 

We welcome Debbie Steiner as an additional teacher for September 2026.  

 A sign-up sheet will be in the St. Stephen’s Room for additional helpers.  

                                 Please consider helping with Sunday School. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**************************************************************************************** 

Wreaths Across America 

The Scouts will be holding their annual Wreaths Across America Ceremony on Saturday, December 13th, at 

noon.  If you would like to sponsor a wreath, they are $17, and forms can be found in the 

St. Stephen’s Room.  Everyone is invited to participate in the ceremony in December.  Light 

refreshments will be served in Luther Hall following the ceremony.  They are looking for 

volunteers to bring additional snacks, cookies, etc., to share for the event.   
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1 – Scouts @ 6 pm 

3 – Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 am 

4 – Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm; Hazleton Area Church Sharing Meeting – Christ   

       Lutheran/Hazleton @ 6:30 pm 

7 – Church & SS @ 10 am; Coffee Hour 

8 – Scouts @ 6 pm 

10 – “Comfort & Joy”  A Family Christmas Event @ 6 pm 

11 – Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm; Church Council Meeting @ 7 pm 

13 – Congregation Christmas Party @ 12 pm Four Blooms; Scouts Wreaths Across the America @  

         12 pm refreshments in Luther Hall after 

14 – Church & SS @ 10 am  

15 – Scouts @ 6 pm; January Newsletter Deadline 

16 – Learning Ministry Team Meeting @ 6:30 pm 

17 – Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 am; Fritzingertown Service @ 2pm; 

         Scout’s Committee Meeting 2 7 pm 

18 – Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm 

20 – Ecumenical Blue Christmas Service 4:30 pm @ Christ Lutheran Conyngham 

21 – Church & SS @ 10 am  

22 – Scouts @ 6 pm 

24 – Christmas Eve Service @ 7 pm 

25 – Christmas Day 

26 – Church Office Closed 

28 – Lessons & Carols Service & Sunday School Program @ 10 am  

29 – Scouts @ 6 pm 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dec. 6 & 7 – Christ Lutheran Conyngham – 31st Annual Living Nativity, 5 to 7 pm 

 

Dec. 14 – Freeland Community Choir held at Faith UCC (Airport Rd, Hazle Twp) presents a Christmas 

Cantata “Night of the Father’s Love”- 3 pm 
 

Dec. 21 – St. John Bosco Church – Living Nativity at 6 pm.  Music & Acting performed by Faith 

Formation Students 
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