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March 2026 Newsletter 
“On Wings Like Eagles” 

 

  …but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength 

  They shall mount up with wings like eagles,  
  They shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.  

                                           Isaiah 40:31 
 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

PO Box 2, 772 St. Johns Road 

Saint Johns, PA  18247 
 

Church Office Phone Number: 570-788-2685 

Email: stjohns@epix.net 

Facebook: SJELC.StJohnsPA 

                                                              Website: www.sjlutheran.org 

 

Pastor Designate: Reverend Michele Kaufman 

Organist: TBA 

Church Secretary:  Rose Fox 

Phone: 570-788-2685 

Office Hours:  M-W 9 am to 1 pm, F - 9 am to 12 pm  

 

Our Purpose 
(Our sense of what God is calling us to be and do in the mission of the Church) 

God’s purpose for our congregation is to be a Christ-centered community, glorifying God and 

sharing the gospel and blessings with our neighbors. 
 

Sunday Mornings 
Youth Sunday School is held at 10 am 

 

Catechism Classes 
Catechism Classes for youth in grades 7th and 8th grades is available.  

Parents and P. Kaufman agree to a schedule that is compatible for all. 

 

All are invited to join us for our worship/fellowship opportunities. 
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Contact Information 

Pastor Michele Kaufman – Pastor Designate 

Phone Number: 570-881-2371 

If you have a pastoral need such as a request for a hospital visit, pastoral care need, or spiritual 

counseling, please contact Pastor Kaufman. 
 

For other requests such as a baptism, funeral, or wedding, please contact the church office @ 

570-788-2685. If necessary, please leave a message including your full name, phone number, the 

reason for your call, and the best time to contact you. 

 

   2025 Church Council Officers/Members 
 

   Don Wenner, Jr. - President 

   Melody Hinderer - Vice President 

   Jane Krouse - Secretary 

   Jan Jacobus - Assistant Secretary 

   Jennifer Cipriani - Treasurer 

   Sherry Grenzberg - Assistant Treasurer (not on Council) 

   Janet Brady 

   Patty Phile 

   Betty Wenner 

   Donald Wenner, Sr. 

 

     Church Ministries – See Calendar for Scheduled Meetings/Events 
 

Finance Team – Don Wenner Jr., Chairperson 

Lay Eucharistic Ministry Team: Melody Hinderer, Judy Mundie 

Learning Ministry Team: Donna Cassarella, Chairperson 

Prayer Circle Ministry: Kim Deliman, Chairperson 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: TBA, Chairperson 

Property Team: Jim Cassarella, Chairperson 

S.E.R.V.E. Ministry: Donna Cassarella, Chairperson 

Worship and Music Ministry Team: TBA, Chairperson 

 
We offer many opportunities for ministry. If interested, please contact the church office, a 

council member, or the chairperson(s) listed above. 
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During the season of Lent we seek to renew the Christian 
hope which is an integral part of our life of faith. At times all 
of us despair for different reasons. We may have had a 

tragedy in the family, issues at work, or we simply despair about the state of our 
world and the things going on around us. During this period of preparation, we need 
to re-think where our hope lies. We at times look in other places, but the ultimate 
hope for our world can only be found in God. The world today is full of temptations 
which lead us to seek quick answers to our problems. We look to current trends and 
hope that this can bring us that which we seek. The truth, however, is that we must 
seek answers in God, the one who is infinite in our lives. God's solution may not 
come with the frequency and speed that we desire, but the effect will be fulfilling 
and permanent. Tests, challenges, and trials are part of everyday life; they cannot be 
avoided. When these growth opportunities come our way we have several options 
for our response. We can run away, hide, and pretend as if the challenge never 
arose. We can in so many words place our heads in the sand, like an ostrich, and 
hope that all will pass us by so we won't have to deal with life and the challenges it 
brings. There are times when we are tested that we recognize the need for action 
but delegate our response to someone else. We might ask others to make the 
decisions that should rightly be ours; we may delay our response hoping that the 
situation might change and the required action is not necessary. We can, however, 
fully engage the challenges and tests that the world brings our way and see them as 
opportunities for personal and possibly communal growth. Jesus, we must recall, 
was the one who accepted the greatest trial of faith, but his faithfulness to the will 
of his Father brought us hope In a totally paradoxical way, the cross of Christ 
became the only hope of salvation for those who believe. Let us during this Lenten 
season do our best to meet squarely the challenges and tests of faith that come to 
us. Our encounters might not be easy; many may be quite difficult. But if we 
negotiate the hurdles, we will be better prepared for our return home, not only at 
Easter, but more importantly at the eternal banquet, when we will share the joy of 
all the saints in beholding the face of God forever.   
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President’s Corner: 
 
Hi St. John’s and Friends. 

Wow, what a wild weather patterns we have had so far this year.  I hope everyone is 

staying warm and safe.  

 

I have had to cancel the services 4 times this year. Plus, the annual meeting has had 

two dates cancelled.  Yesterday’s Annual meeting didn’t have enough Active 

Members present to hold the meeting (due to weather and family issues).  So, this is 

the first of three notices that the Annual Meeting is now scheduled for the 15th of 

March. Per the Constitution, last year’s Council members are still active and taking 

care of the business end of things. Also, the different committees have been holding 

meetings when they can. The February Council meeting was not held because we 

thought that the new Council members would be having one. 

 

We post notice of cancellation of Church Services on the church website. We also 

make every effort to notify everyone by phone, texts, or emails. 

 

The Scouts recognition service was also changed to March 22nd. They will be helping 

with the service and a get together will follow the service. 

 

Remember to look at the Church Calendar in the newsletter, church bulletin, and 

website for what’s going on in the church and SYNOD.  

 

Gods speed. 

 

Don Wenner, Jr. 

Council President 

 

 

 

 



 

6 
 

                                     PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

   Almighty God, 

   My parish family is composed of people like me. 

    I help make it what it is. 

    It will be friendly, if I am. 

     Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them. 

            It will do great work, if I work. 

It will make generous gifts to many causes, if I am a generous giver. 

It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship if I invite and bring them. 

It will be a parish family of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a parish with a 

noble spirit, if I, who make it what it is, and filled with these same qualities. 

Therefore, with the help of God- 

I will dedicate myself to the task of being all the things 

 that I want my parish family to be. 

Bless my journey Lord God, that I might build the Church through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN 
**************************************************************************************** 

March Supply Pastor Schedule      Altar Flower Sponsors 
1 – Rev. Melvin Mundie                         In Loving Memory of Priscilla A. & Gene E. Mundie by Family 
8 – Rev. Chip Fairchild                            In Honor of Nora’s Birthday by Josh & Elizabeth Kresge 
15 – Rev. Chip Fairchild                            Sponsor needed 

22 – Rev. John Hazel, Jr.                 Sponsor needed 

29 (Passion/Palm Sunday) – Rev. Chip Fairchild    In Loving Memory of Carole Horlacher by her brother & 

           sisters  
 

March Bulletin Sponsor:  In Memory and Honor of Family by Anonymous sponsor 

**************************************************************************************** 
 

March 29 - Palm Sunday @ 10 am 

 April 2 - Maundy Thursday @ 7 pm 

 April 3 - Good Friday/Tenebrae Service @ 7 pm 

 April 5 - Easter Sunday @ 10 am 
 

**************************************************************************************** 

Bulletin Sponsors 
 

You may sponsor our weekly church bulletins in Memory of or In Honor of someone 

special.  The cost for one week is $10.00. Available Dates are listed, and forms are 

available in the St. Stephen’s room. Please fill out the form along with your check 

payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church and return it to our church secretary.  All weeks 

in May are available. 
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    Altar Flower Sponsors  
 

The Flower Chart is available in the St. Stephen’s Room.  Please write in “Memory of 

/In Honor of” and who is sponsoring the flowers.  As a reminder, if you sponsor altar 

flowers, payment is due on the Sunday of your sponsorship.  It is $25.00 per Sunday, 

and envelopes are available by the flower chart in the St. Stephen's Room.  Please 

ensure that you include your name and the date you sponsored.  Upcoming dates are 

              available: March 15 & 22 

**************************************************************************************** 

March Birthday & Baptism Celebrations 

We publish these celebrations with permission and information given by our members. If your celebration 

is missing from our list, please call the church secretary with the information, and your information will be 

updated. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

1 - April Floyd-Gliem      15 – Kaylee Marie Barbush     12 – Alexander Troy Bowden  

6 – Dawn Floyd      15 – Colten Bryce Coxe   17 – Melody Hinderer 

6 – Joe Washko      16 – Barbara Schell    18 – Kaylee Marie Barbush 

8 – Korri Cipriani      16 – Brent Sims    22 – Trevor Fulton 

9 – Nora Kresge         19 – Madden Urbancic   23 – Matthew Barbush 

12 – Judy Mundie      26 – Nancey Reed    28 – Donald Wenner, Sr. 
 

**************************************************************************************** 

                           Monthly Coffee Hour 
 

The March 1st (after service) to celebrate the March birthdays has been cancelled 

due to no sponsor.  April Coffee Hour is available to sponsor. Please sign up in the St. 

Stephen’s Room. 

****************************************************************************************     

                      Valley Food Pantry 
 

To help with providing an Easter meal to our Valley Food Pantry families, our church 

is asked to supply “canned yams/sweet potatoes”.  Donations must be made by 

Sunday, March 22nd. Other items needed are cereal, Jello, brownie mix, coffee, hot 

chocolate, dish or laundry detergent, paper towels, toilet tissue, and tissues. Please 

make sure the items are within the expiration date. No medications/vitamins, etc., are accepted.  THANK 

YOU in advance for your generosity! 

**************************************************************************************** 

           Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

Do you knit or crochet?  We meet on the first and third Wednesdays of the month for about 2 

hours.   If interested, call the church office at 570-788-2685.    
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                      Prayer Circle 

Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as 
your soul prospers.  3 John 2 

Do you have a prayer request for yourself or someone else? Please contact Kim Deliman at 570-788-4459. 
Tell me if you would like the prayer request to be included in the bulletin and placed on the prayer circle 
list. Do you want to be contacted by Pastor Michele Kaufman? You may also call the Church office or sign 
the Prayer Request list located on the table in the St. Stephen’s Room. 

****************************************************************************************        
      First Holy Communion Registration 

 First Holy Communion registration is now available for any child in second grade 

or older who has not yet received communion.  For more information, please 

contact Pastor Michele Kaufman at 570-881-2371. 

**************************************************************************************** 

        Baptism of Brady James Winder 

On February 1st,  Brady James Winder was baptised.  He is the son of Brittany 
Winder and Dean Winder. His Godparent is Brittanhy Smith. Please welcome our 
newest member by baptism and hope of the future. 

*************************************************************************************** 

                Welcome to Our New Members 
 

On February 1st, during worship service, as a congregation, the installation of the 

new members, Debra Steiner, Robert Steiner, Elizabeth Kresge, Joshua Kresge, and 

Brittany Winder, were welcomed into St. John’s. Let us welcome them to the church 

family with joy. 
 

****************************************************************************************

                            Church Women United 
 

World Day of Prayer will be presented at Providence Place on March 6, 2026, at 2 pm. If you 
plan on attending, please contact Patty Phile at 570-956-2948 or Dawn Klick at 570-788-4355.   
CWU members serve their homemade goodies to the clients at the conclusion of the ecumenical 
prayer service.  Please plan to join us, sign up in the St. Stephen’s Room. 

**************************************************************************************** 

2026 Annual Congregation Meeting – New Date March 15th  

Please mark your calendar to attend the 2026 Annual 

Congregation Meeting immediately following our 

Worship Service.  

A quorum of 19 voting members is needed to conduct 

 the business of our church for 2026. 

Please plan to attend. 
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Our congregation would like to express our deepest condolences to the family of 
 

                            Arlene Poltrock 
 

      May the prayer below be a prayer of comfort and strength, and 
                          carry you all through the days ahead. 
                 Our prayers to the family and all who loved Arlene. 

 

Father, we thank you that you are the source of all true joy in life. 

 Your word says that, even though I walk through the darkest valley, 

 I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

 The loss of my loved one feels like a dark valley.  

I ask that you lead me through this difficult time.  

May I find the comfort I desire in you and the strength I need in your name. 

 May your presence be with me every hour of the day. 

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

I Am With You Always. 
 

Arlene’s Celebration of Life Service will be held on Saturday, April 18th, at St. John’s. 
 

************************************************************************************** 

                   VBS 2026 – Save The Date 
 

               August 3rd – 7th      9 am to 12 pm 
 

Rainforest Falls promises a week of wonder as kids explore the 

powerful nature of God! Through life-changing Bible stories, 

the coolest animal buddies, and joyful worship, they’ll 

discover who God is and how to stay rooted in His love. 
**************************************************************************************** 

Worship & Music Meeting 
 

A Worship and Music Meeting will be held on March 2nd at 10:30 am in the Meeting Room. 

******************************************************************************** 

                   St. John’s Cemetery Meeting Rescheduled 
 
The February 24th meeting is rescheduled to Tuesday, April 7th, to be held at 
                                           St. John’s UCC – 6:30 pm. 

********************* *********************************************************** 
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 Easter Tributes 

Please use the following form for Easter Tributes. Forms are due NO LATER than March 22nd with 
payment.  All checks are made payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

Read about who we are sponsoring… 
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If you know of family or friends who would be interested in attending, 

please call the church office for more information at 570-788-2685. 
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1 – Church & SS @ 10 am 

2 – Music and Worship Meeting @ 10:30 pm; Scouts @ 6 pm/Luther Hall 

4 – Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 am 

5 – Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm 

6 – World Day of Prayer Church Women United @ Providence Place 2 pm 

7 – Tonight, change clocks ahead 1 hour for the start of Daylight Saving Time 

8 – Church & SS @ 10 am; Daylight Savings Time begins; J. Cipriani – Luther Hall reserved 

9 – Scouts @ 6 pm/Luther Hall 

12 – Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm; Church Council Meeting @ 7 pm 

15 – Church & SS @ 10 am; Annual Congregational Meeting immediately following worship 

16 – Scouts @ 6 pm /Luther Hall; April Newsletter Deadline 

18–  Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 am; Fritzingertown Service @ 2 pm;  

             Scouts Committee Meeting @ 7 pm 

19 – Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm 

22 – Church & SS @ 10 am with Installation of Church Council Members; Scouts Sunday 

23 – Scouts @ 6 pm/Luther Hall 

26 – Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm; S.E.R.V.E. Meeting @ 6:30 pm 

29 – Passion/Palm Sunday; Church @ 10 am 

30 – Scouts @ 6 pm/Luther Hall 

 

 

 
 

 

 

March 15th – Conyngham UCC – Easter Crystal Sale – Pick up date is March 28th -  10 am  - 12 pm 

To order, call Barb at 570-788-3246. 

 

March 21st  – Christ Lutheran Conyngham – Willing Workers Indoor Yard Sale Spring Fling – 9 am to 2 

pm.  Food and bake sale, along with vendors. 

 

March 28th – Black Creek UMC – Hame & Dandelion Dinner – 2 to 5 pm – Limited tickets (no tickets 

will be sold at the door) $15 adult & $7 children - Reserve tickets by calling  570-384-4087 or 570-

751-3426 

 

April 8th order due – St John’s UCC – Hoagie Sale Pick up on April 15th, 9:30 – 10:30 am. Call to order: 

Gale 570-788-5606.  
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