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January 2026 Newsletter 
 

“On Wings Like Eagles” 
 

  …but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength 

  They shall mount up with wings like eagles,  
  They shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.  

                                           Isaiah 40:31 
 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

PO Box 2, 772 St. Johns Road 

Saint Johns, PA  18247 
 

Church Office Phone Number: 570-788-2685 

Email: stjohns@epix.net 

Facebook: SJELC.StJohnsPA 

                                                              Website: www.sjlutheran.org 

 

Pastor Designate: Reverend Michele Kaufman 

Organist: TBA 

Church Secretary:  Rose Fox 

Phone: 570-788-2685 

Office Hours:  M-W 9 am to 1 pm, F - 9 am to 12 pm  

 

Our Purpose 
(Our sense of what God is calling us to be and do in the mission of the Church) 

God’s purpose for our congregation is to be a Christ-centered community, glorifying God and 

sharing the gospel and blessings with our neighbors. 
 

Sunday Mornings 
Youth Sunday School is held at 10 am 

 

Catechism Classes 
Catechism Classes for youth in grades 7th and 8th grades is available.  

Parents and P. Kaufman agree to a schedule that is compatible for all. 

 

All are invited to join us for our worship/fellowship opportunities. 
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Contact Information 

Pastor Michele Kaufman – Pastor Designate 

Phone Number: 570-881-2371 

If you have a pastoral need such as a request for a hospital visit, pastoral care need, or spiritual 

counseling, please contact Pastor Kaufman. 
 

For other requests such as a baptism, funeral, or wedding, please contact the church office @ 

570-788-2685. If necessary, please leave a message including your full name, phone number, the 

reason for your call, and the best time to contact you. 

 

   2025 Church Council Officers/Members 

   Don Wenner, Jr. - President 

   Melody Hinderer - Vice President 

   Jane Krouse - Secretary 

   Jan Jacobus - Assistant Secretary 

   Jennifer Cipriani - Treasurer 

   Sherry Grenzberg - Assistant Treasurer (not on Council) 

   Janet Brady 

   Patty Phile 

   Betty Wenner 

   Donald Wenner, Sr. 

 

     Church Ministries – See Calendar for Scheduled Meetings/Events 

Finance Team – Don Wenner Jr., Chairperson 

Lay Eucharistic Ministry Team: Melody Hinderer, Judy Mundie 

Learning Ministry Team: Donna Cassarella, Chairperson 

Prayer Circle Ministry: Kim Deliman, Chairperson 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: TBA, Chairperson 

Property Team: Jim Cassarella, Chairperson 

S.E.R.V.E. Ministry: Donna Cassarella, Chairperson 

Worship and Music Ministry Team: TBA, Chairperson 

 
We offer many opportunities for ministry. If interested, please contact the church office, a 

council member, or the chairperson(s) listed above. 
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From Pastor Michele Kaufman:  

“Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But 
one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I 
press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God           

                        has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”      Philippians 3:13-14 

Resolutions of Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758), from the Works of Jonathan Edwards, Vol. 1 

Being sensible that I am unable to do anything without God's help, I do humbly entreat Him, by His grace, to 
enable me to keep these Resolutions, so far as they are agreeable to His will, for Christ's sake. [I will] 
remember to read over these Resolutions once a week. 
 

Resolved, That I will do whatsoever I think to be most to the glory of God, and my own good, profit, and 
pleasure, in the whole of my duration; without any consideration of the time, whether now, or never so many 
myriads of ages hence. Resolved, to do whatever I think to be my duty, and most for the good and advantage 
of mankind in general. 
Resolved, never to lose one moment of time, but to improve it in the most profitable way I possibly can. 
Resolved, to live with all my might, while I do live. 
Resolved, never to do anything which I should be afraid to do if it were the last hour of my life. 
Resolved, never to do anything out of revenge. 
Resolved, never to speak evil of anyone, so that it shall tend to his dishonor, more or less, upon no account 
except for some real good. 
Resolved, to study the Scriptures so steadily, constantly, and frequently, as that I may find, and plainly 
perceive, myself to grow in the knowledge of the same. 
Resolved, never to count that a prayer, nor to let that pass as a prayer, nor that as a petition of a prayer, 
which is so made, that I cannot hope that God will answer it; nor that as a confession which I cannot hope 
God will accept. 
Resolved, to ask myself, at the end of every day, week, month, and year, wherein I could possibly, in any 
respect, have done better. 
Resolved, never to give over, nor in the least to slacken, my fight with my corruptions, however 
unsuccessful I may be. 
Resolved, after afflictions, to inquire what I am the better for them; what good I have got by them, and 
what I might have got by them. 
Resolved, always to do that which I shall wish I had done when I see others do it. Let there be something of 
benevolence in all that I speak. 
 
Think about it if you will. These were written some 250 years ago and yet they might as well have been 
written weeks ago. While we wish to believe we are better individuals than our forefathers, I believe we 
face many of the same ills and afflictions today. You can make those personal decisions to eat better, eat 
less, drink less, exercise more, attend church more frequently, give more to charity, buy less but they all 
focus on you. Select one or more, if not all the resolutions listed above and it will impact the way you see 
yourself, life and the world and others and you will long be remembered for your love , compassion and 
grace.  
 
Let us pray… Heavenly Father, as I step into this new year, I ask for Your divine renewal. Cleanse my heart 
of all distractions and strengthen my spirit. Fill me with Your wisdom, peace, and unwavering faith, so I may 
walk in Your light and reflect Your love in all I do. Guide me to honor You in every decision and action. 
Amen. 
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President’s Corner: 
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PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

    Almighty God, 

My parish family is composed of people like me. 
 

I help make it what it is. 

It will be friendly, if I am. 

Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them. 

It will do great work, if I work. 

It will make generous gifts to many causes, if I am a generous giver. 

It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship if I invite and bring them. 

It will be a parish family of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a parish with a 

noble spirit, if I, who make it what it is, and filled with these same qualities. 

Therefore, with the help of God- 

I will dedicate myself to the task of being all the things 

 that I want my parish family to be. 

Bless my journey Lord God, that I might build the Church through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN 
**************************************************************************************** 

Supply Pastor Schedule          Altar Flower Sponsors 
January 4 – Rev. Melvin Mundie              Sponsor needed 

January 11 – Rev. Chip Fairchild              Sponsor needed 

January 18 – Rev. Virginia Heimer             In Loving Memory of family by Janet Brady  

January 25 – Rev. Chip Fairchild              In Honor of Don & Betty Wenner’s Anniversary 
 

Bulletin Sponsors for January: In Memory of Loved Ones by Janet Brady 

**************************************************************************************** 

Bulletin Sponsors 
 

You may sponsor our weekly church bulletins for 2026. The cost for one week is 

$10.00. Available Dates are listed, and forms are available in the St. Stephen’s room. 

Please fill out the form along with your check payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church 

and return it to our church secretary.  All weeks in 2026 are available. 

**************************************************************************************** 

   2026 Flower Chart 
 

      The 2026 Altar Chart is available. As a reminder, if you sponsor altar flowers, 

payment is due on the Sunday of your sponsorship.  It is $25.00 per Sunday, and 

envelopes are available by the flower chart in the St. Stephen's Room.  Please 

ensure that you include your name and the date you sponsored.  Open dates are 

January 4th and 11th.   
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January Birthday and Baptism Celebrations 

We publish these celebrations with permission and information given by our members. If your celebration 

is missing from our list, please call the church secretary with the information, and your information will be 

updated. Thank you! 

 

 

 
  

 

             Jan. 2 – Landyn Thomas    Jan. 11 - Dawn Wagner 

 Jan. 4 – Camden Coxe     Jan. 11 - Kyle Thomas 

 Jan. 13 – Trevor Fulton    Jan. 29 - Joyce Ray 

 Jan. 13 – Clara Wilson           Jan Jacobus 

 Jan. 14 – Joyce Ray 

 Jan. 17 – Janet Brady    

 Jan. 18 – Kim Washko      

 Jan. 19 – Dawn Klick 

 Jan. 23 – Jim Cassarella 

 Jan. 23 – Jean Solon 

 Jan. 28 – Marcella Good 

 Jan. 30 – Arlene Poltrock                    
**************************************************************************************** 

                      Monthly Coffee Hour 
 

The next coffee hour will be held on January 4th (after service) to celebrate the January 

birthdays.  A sponsor is in need!  The 2026 sponsor sheet is available in the St. Stephen’s 

Room.   

**************************************************************************************** 

              Valley Food Pantry 

Thank you for supporting the Valley Interfaith Food Pantry.  We distributed 

holiday boxes to 48 families for Christmas. Thank you for your great 

generosity throughout the year!  Food needs are coffee, tea, pasta, tomato 

sauce, canned vegetables, canned fruit, jelly, snack crackers, and paper 

products (toilet paper & paper towels). Please make sure the products are 

within the expiration date. No medications/vitamins, etc., are accepted. 

**************************************************************************************** 

                   Did you know… 

If you use online banking, you can set up the church as a Vendor and schedule 

your bank to automatically mail in your weekly/monthly offering.  This way, you 

don’t have to remember to bring your offering each week.   Please enter the 

Vendor as St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church and use PO Box 2, St. John’s, 

PA 18247 for mailing.  If you have any questions, please see Jennifer Cipriani. 
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Prayer Circle 

“Therefore, confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.  
The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.” James 5:16 

 

Do you have a prayer request for yourself or someone else? Please contact Kim Deliman 
at 570-788-4459. Tell me if you would like the prayer request to be included in the 
bulletin and placed on the prayer circle list. Do you want to be contacted by Pastor 
Michele Kaufman? You may also call the Church office or sign the Prayer Request list 
located on the table in the St. Stephen’s Room. 
****************************************************************************************        

     Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

Do you knit or crochet?  We meet on the first and third Wednesdays of the 

month for about 2 hours.  If the winter weather is bad or for some reason we 

aren’t meeting, we will call.  If interested, call the church office at 570-788-

2685.  

**************************************************************************************** 

                            Best Wishes to Brenda, Our Organist 
 

January 4th will be Brenda’s last Service with St. John’s. We want to express our deepest 

gratitude for sharing your gift at the organ with us. It has been more than notes and 

melodies for our congregation that have lifted our spirits and deepened our worship.  

While we will miss your presence, we rejoice with you for the journey ahead and pray 

that it will be filled with joy, peace, and blessings for you. 

*************************************************************************************** 

Church Team Reports Due by January 5, 2026 

If you are the chairperson of a church team, please submit your annual team report 

to our secretary, Rose Fox, by January 5th.  All team reports will be included in the 

Bulletin of Reports for our 2026 Annual Congregation Meeting. 

**************************************************************************************** 

                 The Annual Kaufman Open House 

 On Sunday, January 4th, at 2 pm, the Kaufman’s would like to welcome you into their 

home for a holiday celebration!  Come enjoy the trees, a collection of nativities from 

around the world; help yourself to some food and drink, and enjoy some fellowship.  The 

address is 9 S. Woodhaven Dr. in White Haven. We would love to have you join us!   

**************************************************************************************** 

2026 Annual Congregation Meeting – January 25, 2026 

Please mark your calendar to attend the 2026 Annual 

Congregation Meeting to be held immediately after the 

church service  

on January 25, 2026 

A quorum of 15 voting member is needed to conduct 

 the business of our church for 2026. 
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The Nativity of Our Lord - Christmas Eve 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

10 
 

 

Dear siblings in Christ of the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod, 
 

“Say among the nations, ‘The Lord is king!’ 
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice… 

before the Lord, for he is coming.” (Psalm 96:10–13) 
 
As Christmas draws near, these words from Psalm 96 echo in my heart. They are not 
quiet words. They are expansive words—words that invite the whole creation into joy, 
into praise, into expectation. They speak of a God with a big imagination: a God who is 
always coming, always creating, always renewing the world in love. 
 
This is the God we celebrate at Christmas. The God who imagined salvation not through 
sheer power or brute force, but through a child born among us. The God whose 
imagination was big and bold enough to enter our broken world and yet small and quiet 
enough to fit in a manger. 
 
As I reflect on this past year and look toward 2026, I give thanks for you—leaders and 
congregations living into our shared synod vision: connecting and equipping leaders and 
congregations for life-giving mission and ministry, so that together we may love like 
Jesus, heal like Jesus, and engage like Jesus—growing young, gaining strength, and going 
beyond death to life. 
 
I want to invite you, this Christmas season, to imagine with God. 
 
Imagine what God has already been doing through your congregation in 2025—
relationships deepened, ministries sustained, new ideas sparked, faithful service offered 
quietly and boldly. Then imagine how God might expand your work and your visions in 
the coming year.  
 
Dare we do this – even say this – in the midst of these anxious and uncertain times? But 
if not us - then who else? Who else but we the people who follow Jesus Christ, and who 
do so as ELCA Lutherans: centered in God’s love, and emboldened and empowered by 
God's grace to share that gracious life with all people? 
 
How can we imagine otherwise? “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of 
eternal life.” [John 6:66] 
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Here is a simple framework for imagining together: 
 

• This Christmas season: Where is joy already breaking in? How might you 
name it, celebrate it, and share it? 

• As this new year begins: What is one ministry, relationship, or hope God 
may be inviting you to nurture more deeply? 

• By mid-year 2026: How might God stretch you and your congregation to 
love, heal, or engage in a new or wider way? 

• By the end of next year: What might “going from death to life” look like in 
your community? 

 
Psalm 96 reminds us that all creation rejoices because the Lord is coming—not someday, 
but again and again, even now. God’s imagination for the church, and for the world, is 
always larger than our own. And yet, God chooses to work through us. 
 
May this Christmas fill you with wonder. May the new year invite your boldest, most 
hope-filled imagining. And may you trust that the God who comes to us in Jesus Christ 
will do more than we can ask or imagine—through you, through your congregation, and 
through our life together as synod. 
 
With deep gratitude and hope, 
 
Merry Christmas and a blessed, joy-filled New Year. 
 
In Christ’s peace, 
+Bishop Christopher deForest 
Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clockwise from the top: 
Deacon Chelle Huth, Laurie Christman, Debbie Skinner, Stacey Burke, The Rev. Dr. Jennifer Hope-
Tringali, Bishop Christopher deForest, Deacon Kat Tigerman, Eric Gombert 
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Bishop Curry Issues Statement on Brown University Shooting 
 

December 14, 2025 
As students prepared for finals yesterday at Brown University, they found themselves a part of the ever-
increasing epidemic of gun violence in the U.S. and globally. We grieve the shooting that ended two lives, 
injuring many others and traumatizing a community dedicated to learning, inquiry and shared life. 

Let us hold in prayer those who were injured, those who witnessed this violence and all who now live with 
fear and uncertainty. Let us lament the loss of safety and trust that follows such acts, especially for those 
who have encountered this before and are forced to relive this nightmare. Let us also name this violence as 
a symptom of deeper brokenness in our common life. 

Consistent with our social message on gun violence, the ELCA affirms that this crisis demands faithful 
response beyond prayer alone. We reject the normalization of gun violence and call for evidence-based, 
life-saving measures that reduce the risk of harm, address root causes and prioritize the well-being of 
communities. 

In Christ, God meets us in suffering and calls us into public, hopeful action. As church, we commit ourselves 
to accompaniment, advocacy and sustained engagement—working toward a future shaped by justice, 
compassion and peace, where life is honored and violence no longer has the final word. In this time of 
Advent, we await the coming Christ and pray to be a part of the solution to the brokenness that continues 
to exist in our communities. 

Please join me in prayer: 

Gracious and merciful God, we come before you in grief. We name before you the fear, anger and 
confusion that follow such tragedies, trusting that you receive our lament and hold those suffering from 
loss or injury in your care. In a world fractured by sin and brokenness, remind us that you are not distant 
from suffering but present in it. 

Hold close all who are afraid and whose sense of safety has been torn open. Strengthen first responders, 
caregivers and campus leaders called to serve in this moment. Where despair threatens to take root, plant 
courage. Where violence seeks the last word, remind us that death does not have the final claim. In Christ’s 
name we pray, Amen. 

The Rev. Yehiel Curry 

Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

Article posted on December 16, 2025, on the ELCA Website Week's E-News and Events 
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Bishop Curry Issues Statement on Terror Attack on Jewish 
Community in Australia 

 

 
December 14, 2025 
Many of us awoke today to the horrific news of yet another deadly attack on the Jewish community, 
gathered for a Menorah lighting ceremony marking the beginning of Hanukkah at Bondi Beach in Australia. 

This incident has already reverberated around the world, striking fear in the hearts of our Jewish neighbors. 
As the ELCA, we have rejected antisemitism and incitement to violence and pledged ourselves to oppose 
the anti-Jewish bigotry and hatred. (A Declaration of the ELCA to the Jewish Community, 1994.)   

On this third Sunday in Advent, Gaudete Sunday, we reflect upon rejoicing. Yet today our joy is confronted 
with the anguish and fear experienced by our siblings in faith. Let us remember that our rejoicing is in God’s 
life-giving promises, promises first extended to the Jewish people in God’s irrevocable covenant. 

So, on this day and in the days to come, I encourage you to find concrete ways to share God’s life-giving 
love with our Jewish neighbors as an antidote to hate, and as a comfort amid fear and grief. 

Please join me in prayer: 

We whose lives are held captive by your Word ask your blessing upon our urgent desire to live out our faith 
in Jesus Christ with love and respect for our Jewish neighbors, amid unspeakable violence. Empower us to 
stand in solidarity with each other to oppose the deadly working of every kind of bigotry, both within our 
own circles and in the society around us. O Maker and Keeper of us all, reform our faith and our living to 
reflect more boldly your endless peace. Amen. 

The Rev. Yehiel Curry 

Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

Article posted on December 16, 2025, on the ELCA Website Week's E-News and Events 
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1 – New Year’s Day 

3 – Scouts – Pine Wood Derby Car Prep/Luther Hall from 3 to 6 pm 

4 – Church & SS @ 10 am; Coffee Hour; Kaufman’s Open House @ 2 pm  (9 S. Woodhaven Dr. in White Haven) 

5 – Committee Reports Due; Scouts @ 6 pm/Luther Hall 

7 – Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 am 

8 – Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm 

10 – Scouts – Pine Wood Derby Car Prep/Luther Hall from 3 to 6 pm 

11 – Church & SS @ 10 am; Baptism/Barbush 

12 – Scouts @ 6 pm/Luther Hall 

15 – February Newsletter Deadline; Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm; Church Council 

         Meeting @ 7 pm 

17 – Scouts Wilderness Survival Training in Luther Hall from 9 am to 5 pm/Luther Hall 

18 – Church & SS @ 10 am; Soup Tasing Contest following worship 

19 – ML King Day; Scouts @ 6 pm /Luther Hall 

16 – Learning Ministry Team Meeting @ 6:30 pm 

21 – Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 am; Fritzingertown Service @ 2 pm. 

         Scout’s Committee Meeting @ 7 pm 

22 – Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm; S.E.R.V.E. Team Meeting @ 6:30 pm 

24– Scouts – Pine Wood Derby Race/Luther Hall from 4 to 8 pm 

25 – Church & SS @ 10 am; Annual Congregational Meeting following worship  

26 – Scouts @ 6 pm/Luther Hall 

29 – Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm 
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