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A Hymn for Evervone

The Dentist’s Hymn......cociiiiann. Crown Him with Many Crowns
The Meteorologist’s Hymn.... There Shall Be Showers of Blessings
The Contractor's HyM .. .ccomsmmsmnansss How Firm a Foundation
The Tailor's Hymn.... .o s s Holy, Holy, Holy
The Politician’s Hymn. ..., Stand on the Promises
The IRS Agent’s HYMP.. e s s enas | Surrender All
The Doctor's HYmh....ooo i, The Great Physician
The Electrician’s Hy ..o i i e Send The Light
The Shopper’'s HYmMN. ..o In the Sweet By and By
The Realtor's Hymn... I've Got a Mansion Just Over the Hilltop
The Massage Therapist’s Hymn. ... He Touched Me
The Pilot's HYmn....oci s i s s sssss e I*ll Fly Away
The Paramedic’s Hymn......oooiii i s Revive Us Again
The Judge’s HymR. ..o s e Almost Persuaded
They Psychiatrist’s Hymn.............. Just A Little Talk With Jesus
The Waiter’'s HYymp.. .o s Fill My Cup, Lord
The Baker’'s HymA......ooovnaan When the Roll Is Called Up Yonder
The Shoe Repairer's HYmN.....ocoiieminnane It I1s well With My Soul
The Geologist’s HymN. ... Rock of Ages
The Librarian’s Hymnf......ci s Whispering Hope
The Mail Carrier's HYmn....oinecan. Deliverance Will Come
The Murse’s Hymn. ... . Rescue the Perishing
The Veterinarian Hymn........ All Creatures of Our God and King
The Fisherman's Hymn............... Shall we Gather at the River?

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands
Psalm 100:1




June 2026 Newsletter

“On Wings Like Eagles”

...but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength

They shall mount up with wings (ike eagles,

They shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.
Isaiah 40:31

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
PO Box 2, 772 St. Johns Road
Saint Johns, PA 18247

Church Office Phone Number: 570-788-2685
Email: stjohns@epix.net
Facebook: SJELC.StlohnsPA
Website: www.sjlutheran.org

Pastor Designate: Reverend Michele Kaufman
Organist: TBA
Church Secretary: Rose Fox
Phone: 570-788-2685
Office Hours: M-W9amto1lpm,F-9amto12 pm

Our Purpose
(Our sense of what God is calling us to be and do in the mission of the Church)
God’s purpose for our congregation is to be a Christ-centered community, glorifying God and
sharing the gospel and blessings with our neighbors.

Sunday Mornings
Youth Sunday School is held at 10 am

Catechism Classes
Catechism Classes for youth in grades 7t" and 8" grades is available.
Parents and P. Kaufman agree to a schedule that is compatible for all.

All are invited to join us for our worship/fellowship opportunities.



Contact Information

Pastor Michele Kaufman — Pastor Designate
Phone Number: 570-881-2371
If you have a pastoral need such as a request for a hospital visit, pastoral care need, or spiritual
counseling, please contact Pastor Kaufman.

For other requests such as a baptism, funeral, or wedding, please contact the church office @
570-788-2685. If necessary, please leave a message including your full name, phone number, the
reason for your call, and the best time to contact you.

2026 Church Council Officers/Members

Don Wenner, Jr. - President
Vice-President — Vacant

June Diller - Secretary

Donna Cassarella - Assistant Secretary
Jennifer Cipriani - Treasurer

Sherry Grenzberg - Assistant Treasurer (not on Council)
Janet Brady

Jan Jacobus

Beverly Janso

Patty Phile

Betty Wenner

Donald Wenner, Sr.

Church Ministries — See Calendar for Scheduled Meetings/Events

Finance Team — Don Wenner Jr., Chairperson
Lay Eucharistic Ministry Team: Melody Hinderer, Judy Mundie
Learning Ministry Team: Donna Cassarella, Chairperson
Prayer Circle Ministry: Kim Deliman, Chairperson988
Prayer Shawl Ministry: Janet Brady, Chairperson
Property Team: Jim Cassarella, Chairperson
S.E.R.V.E. Ministry: Melody Hinderer, Chairperson
Worship and Music Ministry Team: TBA, Chairperson

We offer many opportunities for ministry. If interested, please contact the church office, a
council member, or the chairperson(s) listed above.



Peace be with you. How do we find peace of mind? How do we empty our
minds of all the worry, fear, resentment, and pain that living in this world
brings? How do we find the peace that Christ promises us? One man said
that he had been told that one way to achieve inner peace is to finish the
things he's started. He said, "Today | finished two bags of potato chips and
a chocolate cake. | feel better already."

We call that comfort food. Be honest: for some, it’s chocolate. For others, perhaps a doughnut
with coffee or ice cream that helps relieve the stress. Then there are those who turn to drugs or
alcohol. Is peace an illusion? Peace is not to be found in a snack food or a chemical form. But can
true peace be achieved?

Jesus said, "Peace be with you." But how and where do we find that peace? For many of us,
peace will come only when we come to grips with our past. Many of us are haunted by guilt,
resentments, past failures, and lingering hurts. In the book, Everyday Miracles, the author tells of
living in New Orleans for several years. Situated near the mouth of the mighty Mississippi River,
New Orleans was carved out of swamp land. Much of the city lies under sea level and remains dry
only because of a complex network of canals and pumps that keep the ever-encroaching swamp at
bay. Just outside the city limits, there are several wonderful parks that allow hiking and canoeing
through the marsh. One of his favorite spots was a swamp where there are raised boardwalks that
run alongside several bayous for a few miles. Among the inhabitants of those bayous is one of
nature's most fierce some creatures--alligators.

Spangler learned from someone that alligators like marshmallows. That's right-fluffy white
marshmallows. All he had to do was toss one of those marshmallows out into the bayou, then sit
back and wait. In a matter of minutes, a pair of eyes would surface and silently glide through the
water toward the white, bobbing morsel of sugar. Almost magically, two eyes would become four
and four eyes would become six, then eight. He would watch the bushes growing over the water's
edge as, invariably, alligators would slink out of the shade and paddle over to the marshmallow.
Often without warning, one of the brave reptiles would lunge forward and steal the marshmallow
with a quick, powerful snap of its jaws. What was mysterious to Spangler (and really creepy) was
the fact that these alligators had silently been watching him all along. No doubt, they and
countless others had watched him hike for the mile or so through the swamp and along the bayou.
Their piercing eyes and acute sense of smell had sensed the presence of flesh and blood, and they
had stalked him like any other prey. All the while, he was completely unaware of their hungry vigil.
It wasn't until he tossed the marshmallow out into the water that they abandoned their hiding
places in the brush that lined the bank and revealed their presence.

"Those alligators," said David, "are like memories. Even when we think we are alone and totally
free, powerful memories swim just beneath the murky waters of our awareness. Just behind the
bushes that grow in the landscapes of our lives are many unsuspected eyes that watch us and, if
we allow, control us." That's powerful, isn't it? Some of us will never have peace of mind until we
come to grips with the alligators in our past. Once in a while, these past sins, past hurts, and past
resentments rise up into our consciousness and trouble us and frighten us and throw us off
balance. We may not even consciously know they are there, but still they eat at us and rob us of
our joy.



Continuation of Pastor’s Page...

Others need to come to grips with their future. Some of us are living troubled lives because we
are terrified of what tomorrow may bring. And who can blame us? This is a cruel world. We watch
loved ones suffer. We hear of friends who are declining in health and spirit. We know our day is
coming. We are all living on borrowed time, and that is a terrifying thought to one preoccupied
with the present world and its challenges.

Under the influence of continued anxiety, the adrenaline continues to seep slowly into the
bloodstream and poisons us. Eventually, it can bring about physical breakdown. That is why a
psychiatrist concerned about his patients said, "l wish that my patients could understand that the
love, the forgiveness, the care of God is available to them at all times and in all circumstances."
This kind of faith counterbalances fear and can bring healing to the physical body.

Jesus did not tell his disciples that they would not have problems. In fact, their problems would
dwarf most of our problems. What he did promise them was peace of mind. He promised them
the gift of the Holy Spirit to give them courage and comfort. That is the same promise Christ offers
us today. We seek "the assurance from someone that things are going to be okay." God's Holy
Spirit is here to give both courage and comfort. Let go and lean on the everlasting arms of God.

Pastor Michele Kaufman



President’s Corner:

Hi, St. John’s and Friends.
Hope everyone is enjoying the warmer weather.

Thank you to everyone for helping with the Sausage Supper, from the planning to cleaning up!! It
wouldn’t have gotten done without each and every one of you!

We are truly in need of volunteers for serving on committees or help with the daily needs of the
church. If you’re willing to help, please let me or a Council member know.

The annual SYNOD Meeting is June 4 — 6. Thanks to those who are going as voters or helpers!!

Church worship service and picnic, July 19, 2026. The S.E.R.V.E. and Worship and Music teams will
work together on the picnic.

There is a full-time organist candidate that the worship team is considering to hire; more to follow.
Brenda, Thanks for picking the hymns through the end of May. Pastor Kaufman will be picking the
hymns moving forward. Still, no one has stepped up to help record hymns or work the iPad on
Sundays. With summer vacations approaching, there is the very real possibility Melody and | won’t
be available to ensure there are hymns recorded or to play them. Yes, Pastor Chip was right; it can
be stressful, but it still needs to get done. If not, that means no music for Sunday.

Several individuals have said:

e “You need to know how to use a computer.” That’s NOT true! If you have a cell phone and
know how to use its different apps, you can operate the tablet.

e Organist is playing too fast or too energetic. That’s my fault! | like them faster and energetic,
and not like we are at a funeral every Sunday. The fact is, I've talked with about 20 folks who
agree and would like them more energetic.

e Playing hymns, we don’t know. Fact is, Brenda had only picked a few hymns we weren’t
familiar with. The question is, if we don’t sing new songs, how do we get familiar with them?
The thing is, we just might like some of them better than the ones we do know.

Cemetery Report:
e Vehicles and tractors are in the process of being moved. The trailer box will remain, as the
backhoe for the cemetery work is stored there.
e The shrubs along the fence line will be removed, and the mounds of dirt on the cemetery
property at this time will be used to fill in the holes from shrub removal.
o A new flag for the pole is being researched to decide what size will look best.



Continuation of the President’s Corner...

e Steve’s Lawn Service is contracted to mow twice a month and is doing a good job. Council
requested to take pictures of the property if observed that there is a need for additional
cuttings or other upkeep, or to contact a member of the cemetery committee with any
issues.

Reminder: The next Hazleton Area Church’s meeting is scheduled for Sunday, May 31, 2026. The
hosts for the meeting will be Trinity, Hazleton, from 3:00 to 5:00 pm. Everyone is invited to attend.

There will be no Council Meeting in June as three members will be unavailable. Council voted for
Jennifer to pay the bills at her discretion.

Remember to look at the monthly calendar, as there are far too many events coming up than
there is room to add here. Each and every one of them is equally important.

Gods speed.

Don Wenner Jr.,

Council President
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June Supply Pastor Schedule Altar Flower Sponsors

7 — Rev. Melvin Mundie In Loving Memory of Al & Mildred Wysocky

14 — Rev. John Hazel, Jr. In Loving Memory of Loved Ones by Sandy Zamba
21— Rev. Chip Fairchild In Honor of my parents by Debbie Ulshafer

28 — Rev. Chip Fairchild In Memory of Loved Ones by Clara Barrho

June Bulletin Sponsor: By Loving Memory of John Koch by Judy Koch and Family
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Bulletin Sponsors

You may sponsor our weekly church bulletins in Memory of or In Honor of someone special.
The cost for one week is $10.00. Available Dates are listed, and forms are available in the St.
Stephen’s room. Please fill out the form along with your check payable to St. John’s Lutheran
Church and return it to our church secretary. All weeks in October are available.

=
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Altar Flower Sponsors

The Flower Chart is available in the St. Stephen’s Room. Please write in “Memory of
/In Honor of” and who is sponsoring the flowers. As a reminder, if you sponsor altar
flowers, payment is due on the Sunday of your sponsorship. It is $25.00 per Sunday,
and envelopes are available by the flower chart in the St. Stephen's Room. Please
ensure that you include your name and the date you sponsored. Dates available are: July 26, August 9, 16,
September 27, October 4, 18, and December 20.




June Birthdays, Baptisms, and Anniversary Celebrations

We publish these celebrations with permission and information given by our members. If your celebration
is missing from our list, please call the church secretary with the information, and your information will be
updated. Thank you!

Happy Happy i
JIL{}%] -* DAnniversary!
Birthdays! B
& . I S
2 — Madison Mumie 15— Callum Coxe 1 — Callum Coxe 12 —Tiffany & Todd Barbush
2 — Lucille Wenner 18 — Carson Kostyal 3 —Benjamin Wersinger 13 —Joyce & Gordon Bigelow
3 —Kimberly Deliman 21— Alan Steinman 4 — Patty Phile 18- Rev. Melvin & Barbara Mundie

4 — C.J. Kapuschinsky 23 —Jane Krouse 5 — Donna Cassarella 19 — Donald Jr. & Donna Klinger
14 — Devin Cipriani 27 — Mark Solon 21— Liam Eveland
14 — Dawn Morgan 28 — Dawn Floyd
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Monthly Coffee Hour Goffee e
aa ™ .
On June 7t (after service), the next coffee hour will be held to celebrate the June birthdays, y
but it does not have a sponsor. With no sponsor, it will be cancelled. There will be no July o
coffee hour as we have the combined annual picnic and our 250th celebration at Nadine's Bl e

Grove.
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Valley Food Pantry

EOOD

_]_[T)) A u{\viL Summer is here! Items needed to keep the Valley Interfaith food pantry stocked are
AP Items needed are diced tomatoes, cereal, Jello, brownie mix, coffee, and dish or
laundry detergent. Please make sure the items are within the expiration date. No
A medications/vitamins, etc., are accepted. THANK YOU in advance for your generosity
| —— |
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Prayer Shawl Ministry

Do you knit or crochet? We meet on the first and third Wednesdays of the month for about 'W'
2 hours. If interested, call the church office at 570-788-2685. -
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Prayer Circle

1Peter 5:7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.

HAVE A

Do you have a prayer request for yourself or someone else? Please contact Kim
Deliman at 570-788-4459. Tell me if you would like the prayer request to be
?g,z‘,(e/g-é included in the bulletin and placed on the prayer circle list. Do you want to be
contacted by Pastor Michele Kaufman? You may also call the Church office or
sign the Prayer Request list located on the table in the St. Stephen’s Room.



Church Office Closed

The Church Office will be closed from May 25 to June 8. Rose will be on vacation.
If you need to notify the Church for any reason, please continue to call 570-788-2685.
The Church phone will be transferred to the Council President, Don Wenner, Jr.
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CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

Congratulations to the following graduates of 2026!

Paige Elizabeth Kuehn, Drums, PA. Granddaughter of Carolyn Kuehn

Penn State University

Graduated with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Marketing. She plans to start a
career in sales.

Kalli Mahasky, Duryea, PA. Granddaughter of June Diller

West Chester University, West Chester, PA

Graduated May 9, 2026, with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Nutrition
Future: Master’s degree in Community Nutrition, and after that, will take the Registered Dietitian exam to
become a Registered Dietitian. Kalli graduated cum laude with a 3.6 GPA.

Sorority contributions: Part of the Alpha Phi organization for 3 years. Director of the Red Dress Gala in
November 2025 (annual philanthropic event hosted by Alpha Phi dedicated to raising funds and awareness
for women's heart health). Clubs: Student Dietetic Association for 4 years (since 2022).

Aidan Jacob West, Grandson of Sandy Zamba and son of Larry and Cecille West
Graduated on May 10th from Duke University with a master’s degree in biomedical engineering

Alison Lorah, Walnutport, PA. Granddaughter of Linda Snyder and daughter of Heath & Marney Lorah
Graduated from the University of Hawaii in May with a degree in finance.
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The Spring Tea Party was very well attended. Plenty of food was enjoyed
along with playing a few games and fellowship!




Summer Office Hours

Effective June 29" until September 4™, our Church Secretary’s office hours will be 9 am
to 12 pm on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. She will resume being in
the office until 1 pm on Tuesday, September 8",

3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k %k %k 3k 3k 5k 3k %k 3k 3k 3k 5k 3k sk 3k 3k 5k 5k 3k sk 3k 3k 3k 5k 5k sk sk 3k 5k sk sk sk sk 3k sk 3k 3k sk 3k 3k 3k 3k sk sk 3k 5k 3k 5k %k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k sk 3k 5k 5k 5k 3k 3k 3k >k 5k 3k %k sk >k >k 5k k %k %k %k %k %k %k k

Thank you for joining
a great night of
paintin
on April 30th!
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S.E.R.V.E. Outreach and Other Events Planned for June, July, & August 2026

(S-Stewardship E-Evangelism R-Response V-Volunteerism E- Encouragement)

JUNE 2026

Tuesday - June 2™ @ 6:30 pm: Church Team Meeting, all chairpersons are encouraged to attend. If any
church members would like to attend, you are welcome. These meetings help us to know what events are
being planned by other church teams. We would welcome any ideas to get together socially and plan
outreach ministries.

June 2026 — For the entire month of June, a Pasta Sale will
be held. Profits benefit the Valley Food Pantry. Jennifer
Cipriani is chairing this outreach ministry. Please see the
order form included in the Newsletter or pick up a form in
the St. Stephen’s Room.

Also, for June 2026, we will be accepting donations for the Beyond Violence Women'’s
Shelter in the basket in the St. Stephen’s Room.

The wish list is: 13 & 30 gallon trash bags, baby wipes, diapers (size 2-5), Pull-ups (size 4-5),
bath towels, wash cloths, cleaning supplies such as bleach, toilet bowl cleaner, laminate
floor cleaner, degreaser, multi-surface cleaner, sponges (one side soft & opposite
scrubbing).

Also, funds will be supported by Thrivent Financial. Mary Ellen Sims and Judy Mundie are chairing this
outreach ministry.

S.E.R.V.E. Outreach and Other Events Planned for June, July, & August 2026, continued

Thursday, June 11 through Saturday, June 13*: These days are for cleaning
the areas of the church where needed. We will begin at 9 am on June 11,
Friday and Saturday start times can be decided by the volunteers you are
working with. Any time you can give is welcome.

We are asking for volunteers to help with this project. You can decide the area or areas you would like to
help with. Areas to be considered: the sanctuary (polishing? those who know how to polish, please
consider helping and giving instructions on how to polish items), the kitchen, closets, Sunday school
rooms, outside property, Luther Hall, St. Stephen’s room. While you are cleaning and getting rid of items
that are old or damaged, if any items need to be replaced or you find that we need other items, please
make a list and give the list to Melody Hinderer.

11


https://www.angsarap.net/2020/11/25/hotdog-and-corned-beef-sopas/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

Thursday, June 18" @ 7 pm in Luther Hall — Paint Night. $15.00/person. No experience is
needed, and all materials will be provided. You will be creating an 11”x 14” painting. The cost is
$15 per person. Registration is required; you may call Donna at 570-436-2168. There is also a
sign-up sheet in the St. Stephen’s Room. Bring a friend. The next paint night will be scheduled
for September 2026.

Saturday, June 20" @ 9 am — in Luther Hall - Men’s Breakfast. There will be a
sign-up sheet in the St. Stephen’s Room beginning the first Sunday in June.
Menu: sausage, eggs, potatoes, toast, jelly, coffee cake, orange juice, coffee

Sunday, June 21% — Father’s Day "FATHFELE
e

JULY 2026

Sunday, July 19t — Congregation Picnic at Nadine Sauer’s Lake Property — We will
have our church service beginning at 10 am, followed by our picnic. Please bring a
food item to share. Hot dogs will be provided. The theme of our picnic: We will be
celebrating the 250" Anniversary of our country. Please dress in red, white, or
blue. We will also plan to have games planned for the occasion.

Tuesday, July 21 through Friday, July 31%* — Vacation Bible School — Prep and Set-Up. A schedule will be
provided on days and times for help that will be needed. See the VBS registration form in the newsletter.

AUGUST 2026

Monday August 3™ through Friday August 7 — Vacation Bible School -from 9 am — 12 Noon. Volunteers are
needed. Please see Donna Cassarella for information and to volunteer. Any time you can contribute will be
helpful. The VBS registration Form is included in the Newsletter.

Date to be determined: An Ice Cream social is planned for August; more information to follow.
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Pasta Sale
June 1%t to 30t

Please use the order form on
the following page. Contact
Jen Cipriani for more
information.
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2026 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
REGISTRATION FORM

STUDENT'S NAME:

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME:

ADDRESS:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

PHONE NUMBER: HOME: CELL: WORK:

DATE OF BIRTH: AGE: LAST SCHOOL GRADE COMPLETED:

HOME CHURCH (IF ANY):

FRIENDS OF YOUR CHILD AT THIS CHURCH:

SPECIAL NEEDS/ALLERGIES/MEDICAL INFORMATION/OTHER:

EMERGENCY COMNTACTS:
MNAME: PHONE:
MAME: PHONE:

NAME(S) OF PERSON(S) WHO MAY PICK UP THIS CHILD FROM VES:

Photo Release: |, Church/VBS has my permission to use my
child’s photograph publicly in VBS material. | understand the images may be used in print publications,
online publications, presentations, websites, and social media. [ also understand that no royalty, fee, or
other compensation shall become payable to me by reason of such use.

Parent/Guardian signature: Date:

Assigned to Group:

Are family members helping with VBS? If yes, where?
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Director of Music/Organist Job Opening

Organlst St. John’s Lutheran Church, located in Saint Johns, Pa., has a job opening for a

Director of Music/Organist.

Position Summary:

Provides leadership and direction for our church music ministry. The position will
serve as the organist/pianist for our worship services and special events. This
position will be responsible for planning, coordinating, and executing a diverse
and inclusive music program that enhances our worship experience and supports
the church’s mission, in addition to vocal choirs.

Key Responsibilities:

e Chair the Worship Team.
e Coordinate with clergy and the Worship Team all Sunday services, holy week services, Christmas
Eve service, weddings, funerals, and special events.
e Serve as the principal organist and pianist for all worship services and rehearsals.
e Report to the Pastor (or appropriate church leader).
e Supervises all choirs and ensemble members.
e Maintain the church’s piano and historical pipe organ through regular maintenance program and
tuning.
e Help in rebuilding the adult choir, children’s choir, and any other instrumental ensembles as
needed.
e Maintain the choral library.
e Develop/manage the annual music budget.
e Arrange for substitute musicians as needed to cover scheduled vacation days off or time off
(medical or family issues) approved by church council.
Qualifications:
e Five years’ experience in church music is preferred or related field.
e Proficiency in organ or piano performance.
e Experience in directing vocal choirs.
e Strong organizational, communication, and leadership skills.
e Ability to work collaboratively with clergy, staff, volunteers, and congregation members.
Hours and Salary:
e Full-time salaried, based on experience, with four weeks’ vacation per
calendar year approved by church council.
e Regular and/or weekend hours required or needed for rehearsal and/or worship services.
e Additional duties assigned by church leadership.
Application Process:
e Interested candidates should submit a resume, cover letter, and references to the following church
mailing address or email listed below.
e A performance audition and interview will be required.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
772 Saint Johns Road

PO Box 2

Saint Johns, PA 18247

Email address: stjiohns@epix.net Website: www.sjlutheran.org
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Meeting Neighbors Where They Are

Written by Pastor Jim Farnsworth of St Mark Lutheran Church, Birdsboro

When congregations across the Northeastern

. Pennsylvania Synod share Mission Support, they

are participating in something much bigger than
any one ministry. Together, we are making it

- possible for congregations to dream, collaborate,
il and step into new ways of loving, healing, and

engaging like Jesus.
One powerful example comes from St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church in Birdshoro, whose Witness &

« Service Grant helped support their Our Daily

Bread Mobile Food Ministry. What began as an
idea discussed for years became a reality through
faith, partnership, and community support. Within
just a few months, they raised $54,000 to launch
a fully equipped mobile kitchen, allowing them to
bring meals directly to people in need.

Today, that mobile kitchen is on the move, serving at veterans’
events, supporting local outreach efforts, partnering with other
ministries, and showing up in places where people may not
otherwise experience the Church. Rather than waiting for
neighbors to come through their doors, St. Mark’s is going out to
meet people where they are, offering both nourishment and
connection.

Through this ministry, relationships are being built across
congregations, nonprofits, and community organizations.
Volunteers and partners are working side by side, and new
connections continue to grow. As those involved share, they see
God at work in the faces and stories of the people they serve,

reminding them that those they encounter are “the treasures of

the Church.”

This is what Mission Support makes possible.
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w-' "J T ,‘:0\ By

r Father, who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
pn earth as it is in heaven,
us this day OUR DAILY BREAD.

d forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

ho trespass against us.
lead us not into tempation
but deliver us from evil,

of thine is the kindom,

e power and the glory,
or ever and ever. Amen,

Through your shared gifts, the synod is able to invest in ministries like this through initiatives such as
Witness & Service Grants, equipping congregations to respond to real needs in their communities. These
are not just projects, they are expressions of the Gospel in action, rooted in relationships and shaped by
the hope of Christ.

Together, we are connecting congregations for life-giving mission and ministry, so that, as a synod, we can
continue to love like Jesus, heal like Jesus, and engage like Jesus, bringing the good news beyond our walls
and into the world.

Thank you for the ways you make this work possible through your Mission Support.

DID YOU KNOW that your Mission Support helps fund areas of the synod and ELCA like this one and
many other important initiatives? Your contributions are making a significant impact and helping others
grow in faith, supporting the synod'’s lanes of Growing Young, Gaining Strength, and Going Beyond Death
to Life, along with the directions of loving like Jesus, healing like Jesus, and engaging like Jesus. To learn
more, visit godslove.org/missionsupport.

Would you like to propel an idea into
action, engaging both congregation
and broader community leaders?

A variety of learning

opportunities are available ' EXPLO RI N G &

including: ' : a CREATI NG
Small- and Large-Scale Context Mappin : N EW M I N lSTRI ES

World and Spirit Cafe Methodologies

Launching Fresh Expressions QUESTIONS
Demographics Research Pastor Jennifer Hope-Tringali
Biblical Models of Evangelism Director for New Ministries
Forming Action Plans jennifer@nepsynod.org Learn More prey

Do you have an idea that you would
like to explore with other leaders?
(O340

And More! 610-266-5101 ext. 121 godslove.org/new-ministries ‘E']
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1 — Church Office Closed; Scouts @ 6 pm; Pasta Sale begins until June 30®"

2 — Church Office Closed; Church Teams Meeting @ 6:30 pm

3 — Church Office Closed; Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 am

4 — Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm

5 — Church Office Closed

7 — Church @ 10 am; Coffee Hour celebrating June birthdays

8 — Church Office closed; Scouts @ 6 pm

11 — Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm

14 — Church @ 10 am; Flag Day

15 — June Newsletter Deadline; Scouts @ 6 pm/Luther Hall

17— Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 am; Fritzingertown Service @ 2:30 pm; Scouts Committee
Meeting @ 7 pm

18 — Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm

20 — Father’s Day Breakfast @ 9 am/Luther Hall

21— Church @ 10 am; Father’s Day

25 — Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm; S.E.R.V.E. Meeting @ 6:30 pm

28 — Church @ 10 am

29 — Church Office Summer Hours start 9 am to 12 pm; Scouts @ 6 pm

30 — Deadline for Pasta Sale

Valley Interfaith Council/Food Pantry — Food Drive at Valley Hometown Market — June 13" 9 am to
1 pm by the Drums Lioness.

Black Creek UMC — Summer Concert Series — Free light dinner from 5:30 — 6 pm, Concerts at
6 — 7:30 pm. Rain or shine, bring your own lawn chair!
Saturday, June 27 — Leilani Chesonis (classic country hits)
Saturday, July 25 — Freeland St. Ann’s Band (concert band standards & innovative pieces)
Saturday, August 22 - Poor Man’s Gambit Due (lrish music)
Saturday, August 29 — Doc Pappa and the Renegade Ramblers (bluegrass music)
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