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April 2026 Newsletter 
 

“On Wings Like Eagles” 
 

  …but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength 

  They shall mount up with wings like eagles,  
  They shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.  

                                           Isaiah 40:31 
 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

PO Box 2, 772 St. Johns Road 

Saint Johns, PA  18247 
 

Church Office Phone Number: 570-788-2685 

Email: stjohns@epix.net 

Facebook: SJELC.StJohnsPA 

                                                              Website: www.sjlutheran.org 

 

Pastor Designate: Reverend Michele Kaufman 

Organist: TBA 

Church Secretary:  Rose Fox 

Phone: 570-788-2685 

Office Hours:  M-W 9 am to 1 pm, F - 9 am to 12 pm  

 

Our Purpose 
(Our sense of what God is calling us to be and do in the mission of the Church) 

God’s purpose for our congregation is to be a Christ-centered community, glorifying God and 

sharing the gospel and blessings with our neighbors. 
 

Sunday Mornings 
Youth Sunday School is held at 10 am 

 

Catechism Classes 
Catechism Classes for youth in grades 7th and 8th grades is available.  

Parents and P. Kaufman agree to a schedule that is compatible for all. 

 

All are invited to join us for our worship/fellowship opportunities. 
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Contact Information 

Pastor Michele Kaufman – Pastor Designate 

Phone Number: 570-881-2371 

If you have a pastoral need such as a request for a hospital visit, pastoral care need, or spiritual 

counseling, please contact Pastor Kaufman. 
 

For other requests such as a baptism, funeral, or wedding, please contact the church office @ 

570-788-2685. If necessary, please leave a message including your full name, phone number, the 

reason for your call, and the best time to contact you. 

 

   2026 Church Council Officers/Members 
 

   Don Wenner, Jr. - President 

   Vice-President – Vacant 

   June Diller - Secretary 

   Donna Cassarella - Assistant Secretary 

   Jennifer Cipriani - Treasurer 

   Sherry Grenzberg - Assistant Treasurer (not on Council) 

   Janet Brady 

   Jan Jacobus 

   Beverly Janso 

   Patty Phile 

   Betty Wenner 

   Donald Wenner, Sr. 

 

     Church Ministries – See Calendar for Scheduled Meetings/Events 
 

Finance Team – Don Wenner Jr., Chairperson 

Lay Eucharistic Ministry Team: Melody Hinderer, Judy Mundie 

Learning Ministry Team: Donna Cassarella, Chairperson 

Prayer Circle Ministry: Kim Deliman, Chairperson 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: TBA, Chairperson 

Property Team: Jim Cassarella, Chairperson 

S.E.R.V.E. Ministry: Donna Cassarella, Chairperson 

Worship and Music Ministry Team: TBA, Chairperson 

 
We offer many opportunities for ministry. If interested, please contact the church office, a 

council member, or the chairperson(s) listed above. 
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The Resurrection of Our Lord The morning light beckons us. The remnants of the Easter Vigil 

wrap the great stories of faith like a blanket around ourselves. We recall our ancestors and 

God’s saving work among us throughout the ages. We know where we have come from before 

we peek into the tomb with the women and Peter. When we hear the angel say, “He is not here, 

but has risen,” we know again that life is always God’s way with us. Death is defeated. He who 

was dead lives. The promise has been fulfilled. Flowers, which begin again the cycle of life, 

surround us. The aroma of bread and wine remind us that the holy meal is a celebration this 

day, for in it we confess that life is stronger than death under God’s reign and we have seen it 

with our own eyes. Christ is risen! Alleluia! Though the faithful claim to love Jesus, we fail to 

make the effort to journey with Christ. We wave our palms, but avoid the nails, wanting to lay 

claim to the spoils of his victory. We all need to travel Holy Week in the presence of our Savior. I 

invite you to experience the trials and tribulation, the pain and suffering to comprehend the 

inexplicable joys of Christ’s victory!  
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President’s Corner: 
 
Hi, St. John’s and Friends. 

 

Hope everyone weathered the winter well.  Have a wonderful Easter, and looking  

forward to seeing you at the services. 

 

We finally had our annual Congregational meeting on Mar 15th. We had four  

members added to council. The new officers were elected after the meeting.  

President: Don Wenner Jr., Vice President: Vacant, Secretary: June Diller,  

Assistant Secretary: Donna Cassarella, Treasurer: Jennifer Cipriani, Assistant 

Treasurer: Sherry Grenzberg was elected by the council on March 18th.  We also 

had a long discussion concerning the piano in the choir room and the use of the  

Sunday School Rooms. The annual budget was approved. Don Wenner Jr. was  

elected to the Cemetery board.  

 

We are truly in need of volunteers for serving on committees or helping with the  

daily needs of the church. If you’re willing to help, please let me, a Council  

member, or someone you want to work with.  

 

The annual audit was accomplished on March 20th.  

 

Gods speed. 

 

Don Wenner Jr.,  

Council President 
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                                         PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

Almighty God, 

My parish family is composed of people like me. 

I help make it what it is. 

It will be friendly, if I am. 

Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them. 

It will do great work, if I work. 

It will make generous gifts to many causes, if I am a   generous giver. 

It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship if I invite and bring them. 

It will be a parish family of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a parish with a 

noble spirit, if I, who make it what it is, and filled with these same qualities. 
 

Therefore, with the help of God- 

I will dedicate myself to the task of being all the things that I want my parish family to be. 

Bless my journey Lord God, that I might build the Church through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN 
**************************************************************************************** 

                        Holy Week Schedule 
 

 April 2 - Maundy Thursday & 1st Holy Communion @ 7 pm 

 April 3 - Good Friday/Tenebrae Service @ 7 pm 

 April 5 - Easter Sunday @ 10 am 

**************************************************************************************** 

April Supply Pastor Schedule         Altar Flower Sponsors 
 

2 – Maundy Thursday @ 7 pm – Rev. Chip Fairchild                     No flowers needed 

5 – Easter Sunday – Rev. Chip Fairchild                           Easter Tributes 

12 – Rev. Chip Fairchild                             In Memory of Bill Boyer by Family 

19 – Rev. Robert Reier                In Memory of Loved Ones by Sandy Zamba 

26 – Rev. Chip Fairchild                In Memory of Family by Patty Phile 
        

April Bulletin Sponsor:  By an Anonymous sponsor 

**************************************************************************************** 

Bulletin Sponsors 
 

You may sponsor our weekly church bulletins in Memory of or In Honor of someone special.  

The cost for one week is $10.00. Available Dates are listed, and forms are available in the St. 

Stephen’s room. Please fill out the form along with your check payable to St. John’s Lutheran 

Church and return it to our church secretary.  All weeks in June are available. 
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              Altar Flower Sponsors  
 

The Flower Chart is available in the St. Stephen’s Room.  Please write in 

“Memory of /In Honor of” and who is sponsoring the flowers.  As a 

reminder, if you sponsor altar flowers, payment is due on the Sunday of your 

sponsorship.  It is $25.00 per Sunday, and envelopes are available by the 

flower chart in the St. Stephen's Room.  Please ensure that you include your 

name and the date you sponsored. Dates available are : June 21, 28.  July 5, 

19, 26.  August 9, 16, 23, 30 

**************************************************************************************** 

April Birthday, Baptism, and Anniversary Celebrations 
 

We publish these celebrations with permission and information given by our members. If your celebration 

is missing from our list, please call the church secretary with the information, and your information will be 

updated. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

4 - Nicholas Barbush   1 - Debra Fulton   6 - Janet & John Brady 

5 - Stephen Hinderer   2 – Cora Coxe  

8 - Jacob Bennett   12 – Mason Floyd 

9 - Sandy Zamba   13 – Carter Hinderer 

16 - Liam Eveland   17 – Colyn Smith 

17 - Jan Dindoffer Sr.   18 – April Floyd Getz 

24 - Patty Phile   18 – Betty Kushner 

19 - Bonnie Hoda   23 – Luke Thomas 
     26 – Connie Barbush 

**************************************************************************************** 

                                 Monthly Coffee Hour 
 

The April 5th (after service) to celebrate the April birthdays has been cancelled due to 

falling on Easter Sunday.  May Coffee Hour is available to sponsor. Please sign up in the St. 

Stephen’s Room. 

 

****************************************************************************************     

                      Valley Food Pantry 
 

Thank you for your generous giving of the “cans of yams” for the Easter baskets.  

What an overwhelming response, and your generosity is appreciated!  Items 

needed are cereal, Jello, brownie mix, coffee, dish or laundry detergent, paper 

towels, toilet tissue, and tissues. Please make sure the items are within the 

expiration date.  No medications/vitamins, etc., are accepted. 
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                            Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

Do you knit or crochet?  We meet on the first and third Wednesdays of the month for 

about 2 hours.   If interested, call the church office at 570-788-2685.  

**************************************************************************************** 

Prayer Circle 
…and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:7 
 

Do you have a prayer request for yourself or someone else? Please contact Kim 
Deliman at 570-788-4459. Tell me if you would like the prayer request to be 
included in the bulletin and placed on the prayer circle list. Do you want to be 
contacted by Pastor Michele Kaufman? You may also call the Church office or sign 
the Prayer Request list located on the table in the St. Stephen’s Room. 

**************************************************************************************** 

       In Memory of Arlene Poltrock 
 

Arlene’s Celebration of Life Service will be held on Saturday, April 18th.   
Visitation hour is from 10 to 11 am, with the Service following at 11 am. 

******************************************************************************** 

                                                  VBS 2026 – Save The Date 
 

                         August 3rd – 7th      9 am to 12 pm 
 

Rainforest Falls promises a week of wonder as kids explore the 

powerful nature of God! Through life-changing Bible stories, the coolest animal 

buddies, and joyful worship, they’ll discover who God is and how to stay rooted 

in His love. 
******************************************************************************** 

           St. John’s Cemetery Meeting 

On Tuesday, April 7th, a Cemetery Meeting will be held at St. John’s UCC – 6:30 pm. 

************************************************************************************** 

                   Paint Night   
 

We will be hosting another Paint Night on Thursday, April 30th at 7 pm. We 
will be painting a Garden Flower Theme.  The cost is $15.00 per person. Call 
the Church Office 570-788-2586 to register.  Bring a friend!     

**************************************************************************************** 

                                  Easter Fun 
Hey, Kids… 
Come and join the fun as we celebrate Easter with our classmates.  Stories, 
crafts, and a fun scavenger hunt with a special Easter treat!  10 am in the Sunday 
School Classroom. 
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Director of Music/Organist Job Opening 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, located in Saint Johns, Pa., has a job opening for a Director of Music/Organist. 

Position Summary:  

Provides leadership and direction for our church music ministry. The position will serve as the 

organist/pianist for our worship services and special events. This position will be responsible for planning, 

coordinating, and executing a diverse and inclusive music program that enhances our worship experience 

and supports the church’s mission, in addition to vocal choirs. 

Key Responsibilities: 

• Chair the Worship Team. 

• Coordinate with clergy and the Worship Team all Sunday services, holy week services, Christmas Eve 

service, weddings, funerals, and special events. 

• Serve as the principal organist and pianist for all worship services and rehearsals. 

• Report to the Pastor (or appropriate church leader). 

• Supervises all choirs and ensemble members. 

• Maintain the church’s piano and historical pipe organ through regular maintenance program and 

tuning. 

• Help in rebuilding the adult choir, children’s choir, and any other instrumental ensembles as needed.  

• Maintain the choral library. 

• Develop/manage the annual music budget. 

• Arrange for substitute musicians as needed to cover scheduled vacation days off or time off (medical 

or family issues) approved by church council. 

Qualifications: 

• Five years’ experience in church music is preferred or related field. 

• Proficiency in organ or piano performance. 

• Experience in directing vocal choirs. 

• Strong organizational, communication, and leadership skills. 

• Ability to work collaboratively with clergy, staff, volunteers, and congregation members. 

Hours and Salary: 

• Full-time salaried, based on experience, with four weeks’ vacation per 

calendar year approved by church council. 

• Regular and/or weekend hours required or needed for rehearsal and/or worship services. 

• Additional duties assigned by church leadership. 

Application Process: 

• Interested candidates should submit a resume, cover letter, and references to the following church 

mailing address or email listed below. 

• A performance audition and interview will be required. 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

772 Saint Johns Road 

PO Box 2 

Saint Johns, PA 18247 

 

Email address: stjohns@epix.net 

Website: www.sjlutheran.org 

 

mailto:stjohns@epix.net
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America Reads the Bible  
 

Celebrating the 250th Birthday of the United States of 
America and encouraging every American to rediscover our 

Foundation.  This monumental event will be from  
April 18th to 25th.   

Discover the Bible again or for the first time, join us in 
Washington, D.C., or on the live stream for the National 

event and movement.  Together, we can inspire others to 
interact with God’s word during this crucial time in 

America’s History.  For more information, visit 
americareadsthebible.com 

 
**************************************************************************************** 
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If you know of family or friends who would be interested in attending, 

please call the church office for more information at 570-788-2685. 
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1 – Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 am 

2 – Maundy Thursday & 1st Holy Communion @ 7 pm 

3 – Good Friday Tenebrae @ 7 pm; Church Office Closed 

5 – Church & SS @ 10 am Easter Sunday 

6 – Scouts @ 6 pm/Luther Hall 

7 – St. John’s Cemetery Meeting @ 6:30 pm - St. John’s UCC 

9 – Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm 

12 – Church & SS @ 10 am 

13 – Music & Worship Meeting @ 10:30 am; Scouts @ 6 pm/Luther Hall 

14 – Learning Ministry Team Meeting @ 6:30 pm 

15 – May Newsletter Deadline; Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 am; Fritzingertown Service @ 2 pm;  

             Scouts Committee Meeting @ 7 pm 

16 – Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm; Luther Hall – Set-up for Memorial Dinner 

17 – Luther Hall - Set-up for Memorial Dinner 

18 – Arelene Poltrock’s Celebration of Life Service 10 to 11 am Visitation; 11 am Memorial Service 

  with dinner following 

19 – Church & SS @ 10 am 

20 – Scouts @ 6 pm /Luther Hall 

23 – Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm; S.E.R.V.E. Meeting @ 6:30 pm 

26 – Church & SS @ 10 am 

27 – Scouts @ 6 pm/Luther Hall 

30 – Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm; Paint Night @ 7 pm 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Conyngham UCC – Zook’s Meat Pie & Apple Dumpling Sale – Meat pies: chicken, beef & sausage; 

cost: $7 for 6” pies (12 oz.), $15 for 9” pies (32 oz.); Apple dumplings: Single $5 or 2 pack $9.  To 

order, call the church office at 570-788-1964 or Pastor Jon at 570-956-4901.  Deadline is 4/9/26. 

Pick-up date: 4/25/26 between 10 – 12 pm (460 Main St., Conyngham) 
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