The Miracle of Easter

The stoue was rolled, the tomb was ba'ra, i
No sigw of death, He was ot there! "
The world stood still, yet hope was bright,
For Christ has risen i glory’s light.

The Cross was sorrow, dark and grim,
Vet love endured, i+ conduered sin.
His havds ouce pierced, His side once tor,
Now shive with grace, our souls reborw.

O death, where is vour bitter sting?
Our Savior lives, our Risen King!
With open arms, He calls +oday,

To walk i faith, +o trust His way.

So let us sivg, rejoice, and pray,
For Christ is life, our hope, our way!




April 2026 Newsletter

“On Wings Like Eagles”

...but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength

They shall mount up with wings (ike eagles,

They shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.
Isaiah 40:31

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
PO Box 2, 772 St. Johns Road
Saint Johns, PA 18247

Church Office Phone Number: 570-788-2685
Email: stjohns@epix.net
Facebook: SJELC.StlohnsPA
Website: www.sjlutheran.org

Pastor Designate: Reverend Michele Kaufman
Organist: TBA
Church Secretary: Rose Fox
Phone: 570-788-2685
Office Hours: M-W9amto1lpm,F-9amto 12 pm

Our Purpose
(Our sense of what God is calling us to be and do in the mission of the Church)
God’s purpose for our congregation is to be a Christ-centered community, glorifying God and
sharing the gospel and blessings with our neighbors.

Sunday Mornings
Youth Sunday School is held at 10 am

Catechism Classes
Catechism Classes for youth in grades 7t" and 8" grades is available.
Parents and P. Kaufman agree to a schedule that is compatible for all.

All are invited to join us for our worship/fellowship opportunities.



Contact Information

Pastor Michele Kaufman — Pastor Designate
Phone Number: 570-881-2371
If you have a pastoral need such as a request for a hospital visit, pastoral care need, or spiritual
counseling, please contact Pastor Kaufman.

For other requests such as a baptism, funeral, or wedding, please contact the church office @
570-788-2685. If necessary, please leave a message including your full name, phone number, the
reason for your call, and the best time to contact you.

2026 Church Council Officers/Members

Don Wenner, Jr. - President
Vice-President — Vacant

June Diller - Secretary

Donna Cassarella - Assistant Secretary
Jennifer Cipriani - Treasurer

Sherry Grenzberg - Assistant Treasurer (not on Council)
Janet Brady

Jan Jacobus

Beverly Janso

Patty Phile

Betty Wenner

Donald Wenner, Sr.

Church Ministries — See Calendar for Scheduled Meetings/Events

Finance Team — Don Wenner Jr., Chairperson
Lay Eucharistic Ministry Team: Melody Hinderer, Judy Mundie
Learning Ministry Team: Donna Cassarella, Chairperson
Prayer Circle Ministry: Kim Deliman, Chairperson
Prayer Shawl Ministry: TBA, Chairperson
Property Team: Jim Cassarella, Chairperson
S.E.R.V.E. Ministry: Donna Cassarella, Chairperson
Worship and Music Ministry Team: TBA, Chairperson

We offer many opportunities for ministry. If interested, please contact the church office, a
council member, or the chairperson(s) listed above.



The Resurrection of Our Lord The morning light beckons us. The remnants of the Easter Vigil
wrap the great stories of faith like a blanket around ourselves. We recall our ancestors and
God’s saving work among us throughout the ages. We know where we have come from before
we peek into the tomb with the women and Peter. When we hear the angel say, “He is not here,
but has risen,” we know again that life is always God’s way with us. Death is defeated. He who
was dead lives. The promise has been fulfilled. Flowers, which begin again the cycle of life,
surround us. The aroma of bread and wine remind us that the holy meal is a celebration this
day, for in it we confess that life is stronger than death under God’s reign and we have seen it
with our own eyes. Christ is risen! Alleluia! Though the faithful claim to love Jesus, we fail to
make the effort to journey with Christ. We wave our palms, but avoid the nails, wanting to lay
claim to the spoils of his victory. We all need to travel Holy Week in the presence of our Savior. |
invite you to experience the trials and tribulation, the pain and suffering to comprehend the

inexplicable joys of Christ’s victory!



President’s Corner:

Hi, St. John’s and Friends.

Hope everyone weathered the winter well. Have a wonderful Easter, and looking

forward to seeing you at the services.

We finally had our annual Congregational meeting on Mar 15". We had four
members added to council. The new officers were elected after the meeting.
President: Don Wenner Jr., Vice President: Vacant, Secretary: June Diller,
Assistant Secretary: Donna Cassarella, Treasurer: Jennifer Cipriani, Assistant
Treasurer: Sherry Grenzberg was elected by the council on March 18", We also
had a long discussion concerning the piano in the choir room and the use of the
Sunday School Rooms. The annual budget was approved. Don Wenner Jr. was

elected to the Cemetery board.

We are truly in need of volunteers for serving on committees or helping with the
daily needs of the church. If you’re willing to help, please let me, a Council
member, or someone you want to work with.

The annual audit was accomplished on March 20",

Gods speed.

Don Wenner Jr.,

Council President



PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH

Almighty God,

My parish family is composed of people like me.
| help make it what it is.

It will be friendly, if | am.

Its pews will be filled, if | help fill them.

It will do great work, if | work.

It will make generous gifts to many causes, if | am a generous giver.

It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship if | invite and bring them.

It will be a parish family of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a parish with a
noble spirit, if I, who make it what it is, and filled with these same qualities.

Therefore, with the help of God-

I will dedicate myself to the task of being all the things that | want my parish family to be.

Bless my journey Lord God, that | might build the Church through Jesus Christ our Lord.
AMEN
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Holy Week Schedule

ﬁm April 2 - Maundy Thursday & 1st Holy Communion @ 7 pm
Y ‘ April 3 - Good Friday/Tenebrae Service @ 7 pm
HOLY WEEK April 5 - Easter Sunday @ 10 am
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April Supply Pastor Schedule Altar Flower Sponsors

2 — Maundy Thursday @ 7 pm — Rev. Chip Fairchild No flowers needed

5 — Easter Sunday — Rev. Chip Fairchild Easter Tributes

12 — Rev. Chip Fairchild In Memory of Bill Boyer by Family

19 — Rev. Robert Reier In Memory of Loved Ones by Sandy Zamba
26 — Rev. Chip Fairchild In Memory of Family by Patty Phile

April Bulletin Sponsor: By an Anonymous sponsor
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Bulletin Sponsors

You may sponsor our weekly church bulletins in Memory of or In Honor of someone special.
The cost for one week is $10.00. Available Dates are listed, and forms are available in the St.
Stephen’s room. Please fill out the form along with your check payable to St. John’s Lutheran
Church and return it to our church secretary. All weeks in June are available.

Bulletis~



Altar Flower Sponsors

The Flower Chart is available in the St. Stephen’s Room. Please write in
“Memory of /In Honor of” and who is sponsoring the flowers. As a
reminder, if you sponsor altar flowers, payment is due on the Sunday of your
sponsorship. It is $25.00 per Sunday, and envelopes are available by the
flower chart in the St. Stephen's Room. Please ensure that you include your
name and the date you sponsored. Dates available are : June 21, 28. July 5,
19, 26. August 9, 16, 23, 30
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April Birthday, Baptism, and Anniversary Celebrations

We publish these celebrations with permission and information given by our members. If your celebration
is missing from our list, please call the church secretary with the information, and your information will be
updated. Thank you!
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ANNIVERSARY
4 - Nicholas Barbush 1 - Debra Fulton 6 - Janet & John Brady
5 - Stephen Hinderer 2 — Cora Coxe
8 - Jacob Bennett 12 — Mason Floyd
9 - Sandy Zamba 13 — Carter Hinderer
16 - Liam Eveland 17 — Colyn Smith
17 - Jan Dindoffer Sr. 18 — April Floyd Getz
24 - Patty Phile 18 — Betty Kushner
19 - Bonnie Hoda 23 — Luke Thomas

26 — Connie Barbush
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Coffee ( Monthly Coffee Hour

dtour
The April 5™ (after service) to celebrate the April birthdays has been cancelled due to

falling on Easter Sunday. May Coffee Hour is available to sponsor. Please sign up in the St.
Stephen’s Room.
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Valley Food Pantry

Thank you for your generous giving of the “cans of yams” for the Easter baskets.
What an overwhelming response, and your generosity is appreciated! Items
py needed are cereal, Jello, brownie mix, coffee, dish or laundry detergent, paper
! towels, toilet tissue, and tissues. Please make sure the items are within the
expiration date. No medications/vitamins, etc., are accepted.




Prayer Shawl Ministry

Do you knit or crochet? We meet on the first and third Wednesdays of the month for nrayﬂr
about 2 hours. If interested, call the church office at 570-788-2685. ,&gﬂ!

ok K ok ok ok ok o ok K oK ok ok ok ok ok oK ok ok ok o ok ok ok ok 3k ok K oK oK ok sk ok o K oK ok ok 3k o oK oK ok ok ok o oK oK ok ok 3k ok ok oK oK ok ok ok ok K oK ok 3k ok o oK ok ok ok ok ok oK oK ok ok ok ok o ok ok ok ok ok kK K ok

Prayer Circle
...and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:7

Do you have a prayer request for yourself or someone else? Please contact Kim
Deliman at 570-788-4459. Tell me if you would like the prayer request to be
included in the bulletin and placed on the prayer circle list. Do you want to be
contacted by Pastor Michele Kaufman? You may also call the Church office or sign
the Prayer Request list located on the table in the St. Stephen’s Room.
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In Memory of Arlene Poltrock
%&’h Qg % Arlene’s Celebration of Life Service will be held on Saturday, April 18™.
Visitation hour is from 10 to 11 am, with the Service following at 11 am.
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VBS 2026 — Save The Date

August3@-7""  9amto 12 pm

Rainforest Falls promises a week of wonder as kids explore the
powerful nature of God! Through life-changing Bible stories, the coolest animal
buddies, and joyful worship, they’ll discover who God is and how to stay rooted

in His love.
3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k ok sk 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k sk sk 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k sk 5k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 5k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k sk 5k sk 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 5k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k sk 5k 3k 3k 3k %k 3k 3k 3k sk ok ok 3k %k sk k kosk sk ok k k
St. John’s Cemetery Meeting %
.M
M
On Tuesday, April 7*", a Cemetery Meeting will be held at St. John’s UCC - 6:30 pm. M!
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Paint Night

pa“’lt We will be hosting another Paint Night on Thursday, April 30*" at 7 pm. We
ni@kt will be painting a Garden Flower Theme. The cost is $15.00 per person. Call
the Church Office 570-788-2586 to register. Bring a friend!

3k 3k 3k 3k 3k >k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k %k %k 3k 3k >k 3k 3k 3k %k >k %k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k >k 3%k %k 3k >k 3k 3k 3k 3%k %k %k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k %k %k %k >k 3k 3k 3k >k 3%k >k >k >k 3k 3k 3k 3%k %k %k %k %k 3k >k 3k 5%k 3%k >k >k %k >k 3k 3k 3k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k >k *k*k

Easter Fun
Hey, Kids...
Come and join the fun as we celebrate Easter with our classmates. Stories,
crafts, and a fun scavenger hunt with a special Easter treat! 10 am in the Sunday
School Classroom.



Director of Music/Organist Job Opening

St. John’s Lutheran Church, located in Saint Johns, Pa., has a job opening for a Director of Music/Organist.
Position Summary:

Provides leadership and direction for our church music ministry. The position will serve as the
organist/pianist for our worship services and special events. This position will be responsible for planning,
coordinating, and executing a diverse and inclusive music program that enhances our worship experience
and supports the church’s mission, in addition to vocal choirs.

Key Responsibilities:

Chair the Worship Team.

Coordinate with clergy and the Worship Team all Sunday services, holy week services, Christmas Eve
service, weddings, funerals, and special events.

Serve as the principal organist and pianist for all worship services and rehearsals.

Report to the Pastor (or appropriate church leader).

Supervises all choirs and ensemble members.

Maintain the church’s piano and historical pipe organ through regular maintenance program and
tuning.

Help in rebuilding the adult choir, children’s choir, and any other instrumental ensembles as needed.
Maintain the choral library.

Develop/manage the annual music budget.

Arrange for substitute musicians as needed to cover scheduled vacation days off or time off (medical
or family issues) approved by church council.

Qualifications:

Five years’ experience in church music is preferred or related field.

Proficiency in organ or piano performance.

Experience in directing vocal choirs.

Strong organizational, communication, and leadership skills.

Ability to work collaboratively with clergy, staff, volunteers, and congregation members.

Hours and Salary:

Full-time salaried, based on experience, with four weeks’ vacation per

calendar year approved by church council.

Regular and/or weekend hours required or needed for rehearsal and/or worship services.
Additional duties assigned by church leadership.

Application Process:

Interested candidates should submit a resume, cover letter, and references to the following church
mailing address or email listed below.
A performance audition and interview will be required.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
772 Saint Johns Road

PO Box 2

Saint Johns, PA 18247

Email address: stjohns@epix.net
Website: www.sjlutheran.org



mailto:stjohns@epix.net

America Reads the Bible

Celebrating the 250" Birthday of the United States of
America and encouraging every American to rediscover our
Foundation. This monumental event will be from
April 18" to 25,

Discover the Bible again or for the first time, join us in
Washington, D.C., or on the live stream for the National
event and movement. Together, we can inspire others to
interact with God’s word during this crucial time in
America’s History. For more information, visit
americareadsthebible.com
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ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
772 St. Johns Rd., Saint Johns (Drums), PA

SAUSAGE SUPPER
DRIVE-THRU “TAKE OUT” ONLY!

Saturday, May 2, 2026

Pick-up times: 1:00 pm —5:00 pm
Dinner - $14.00

Menu: sausage, pancakes, baked potato,
green beans, coleslaw, applesauce, and a cupcake

For tickets: 570-956-6308 Don & Betty
570-582-7193 Jim
570-436-2168 Donna
570-788-2685 Church Office
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UMMER 2026
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SESSION 1: June 21-26
Niny

SESSION 2: June 28 -July3*

BEAR CREEK CAMP SESSION 3: July5-10*

SESSION 4: July12-17°**#

SUMMER CAMP: . . o
Our week-long overnight program for grades 1-12 SESSION 5: July 19 - 24
is designed to build an inclusive community, care SESSION 6: July26-31*¢
for creation, promote adventure and fun, share
faith, cultivate empathy. and develop leaders. SESSION 7: AUQUSt 2-7*
. -
EAMILY CAMP: SESSION 8: August9-14
Experience the many amazing things * Try Camp is available
that camp has to offer with your family. (Sun.to Wed.)

+ Family Camp, Artist's Retreat

ARTIST'S RETREAT: # Rafting trip option avadable
Surround yourself with the beauty of
nature to support and inspire your art.

LEARN
o fBearCreekCampOfficialiPage (5 RHearCreekCamp MORE:

LEARN MORE AND REGISTER:

If you know of family or friends who would be interested in attending,
please call the church office for more information at 570-788-2685.
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NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVAI\#«W

- MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Listening, Healing, and Engaging Through
Podcast Ministry

Mission Support makes it possible for the Northeastern
Pennsylvania Synod to support creative ministries that
reach people in new ways and respond to real needs in our
communities. One recent example is a podcast project
developed by Pastor Kim Truebenbach called Condemned
Happy, supported through a Witness & Service Grant.

The project began with conversations between Pastor Kim
and young adults who were wrestling with difficult

experiences related to faith and religious communities.
Many of these individuals carried deep questions or painful
memories connected to their spiritual upbringing.

Recognizing a need for compassionate listening and honest
conversation, Pastor Kim began exploring how a podcast
could create space for people to share their stories and
reflect on faith, healing, and hope.

Through recorded conversations and storytelling, the podcast offered listeners a place where experiences
could be shared without judgment. Rather than providing quick answers or trying to “fix" complex
situations, the project focused on something deeply pastoral: listening. In doing so, it embodied the synod’s
commitment to love, heal, and engage like Jesus, offering a reminder that sometimes the most faithful
response we can offer one another is presence, understanding, and compassion.

The project also reflects several of the synod’s ministry lanes. By engaging conversations that resonate with
younger generations who often encounter faith discussions online, the podcast reflects the synod's
commitment to Growing Young, meeting people where they are and listening to the questions and
experiences shaping their lives today. Using accessible digital tools and online platforms, the ministry also
demonstrates Gaining Strength, experimenting with new forms of communication that allow the church to
connect with people beyond traditional settings.

At the same time, the project reflects the spirit of Going Beyond Death to Life, walking alongside individuals
who have experienced spiritual hurt or who feel disconnected from church communities. By creating space
for reflection and conversation, the podcast invites listeners to rediscover hope, trust, and the possibility
of healing in their relationship with faith.

12
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Technology made it possible for the conversations to reach a wide audience. Episodes were recorded
through simple online tools and shared across podcast platforms and YouTube, places where many younger
adults already spend time learning and engaging with ideas. According to podcast analytics, the episodes
were downloaded more than 260 times, with listeners across the United States and internationally,
demonstrating how digital ministry can connect people in unexpected ways.

While the podcast created an online space for conversation, its impact was also personal and relational.
Pastor Kim noted that several young adults in her extended family began reaching out more frequently for
conversation and support, knowing they would be met with openness and compassion. These relationships
became opportunities for deeper listening and pastoral care, strengthening trust and connection in
meaningful ways.

For Pastor Kim, the work became a reminder that faith is often lived out through small but significant acts
of presence. Listening carefully, honoring someone’s story, and creating space for honest conversation can
become powerful expressions of God's love at work in the world.

Projects like this are made possible through Mission Support, which allows the Northeastern Pennsylvania
Synod to encourage creative ministry, support leaders exploring new ways of sharing the Gospel, and walk
alongside people seeking healing, hope, and community. Through ministries like this podcast, we continue
to live out our calling to love, heal, and engage like Jesus, trusting that even simple conversations can open
doors to deeper understanding and renewed faith. Those interested in exploring the conversations can find
the Condemned Happy podcast on YouTube, where the episodes remain available to listen and share.

DID YOU KNOW that your Mission Support helps fund areas of the synod and ELCA like this one and
many other important initiatives? Your contributions are making a significant impact and helping others
grow in faith, supporting the synod'’s lanes of Growing Young, Gaining Strength, and Going Beyond Death
to Life, along with the directions of loving like Jesus, healing like Jesus, and engaging like Jesus. To learn
more, visit godslove.org/missionsupport.

39'" NEPA SYNOD ASSEMBLY
Grounded in Ephesians 3:14-21, the 2026 Synod
Assembly theme IMAGINE invites us to trust the God
who can do far more than we can ask or imagine. As
we gather in June, the synod will also prayerfully
discern and elect a bishop for the next six-year term.

How You Can Help

Synod Assembly voting will be

conducted by paper ballot this year,

and volunteers are needed to help

distribute and count ballots. To learn
June 4-6’ 2026 more or volunteer, visit the

Assembly webpage. THE REV.

s : / CeCee Mills™
Registration Closes: May 11 godslove.org/assembly2026 ELCA Representative

Split Rock Resort « Lake Harmony, PA
Registration Opens: April 7

13
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1 — Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 am

2 — Maundy Thursday & 1% Holy Communion @ 7 pm

3 — Good Friday Tenebrae @ 7 pm; Church Office Closed

5 — Church & SS @ 10 am Easter Sunday

6 — Scouts @ 6 pm/Luther Hall

7 — St. John's Cemetery Meeting @ 6:30 pm - St. John’s UCC

9 — Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm

12 — Church & SS @ 10 am

13 — Music & Worship Meeting @ 10:30 am; Scouts @ 6 pm/Luther Hall

14 — Learning Ministry Team Meeting @ 6:30 pm

15 — May Newsletter Deadline; Prayer Shawl Ministry @ 9:30 am; Fritzingertown Service @ 2 pm;
Scouts Committee Meeting @ 7 pm

16 — Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm; Luther Hall — Set-up for Memorial Dinner

17 — Luther Hall - Set-up for Memorial Dinner

18 — Arelene Poltrock’s Celebration of Life Service 10 to 11 am Visitation; 11 am Memorial Service

with dinner following

19 — Church & SS @ 10 am

20 — Scouts @ 6 pm /Luther Hall

23 — Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm; S.E.R.V.E. Meeting @ 6:30 pm

26 — Church & SS @ 10 am

27 — Scouts @ 6 pm/Luther Hall

30 — Pastor Michele’s Office Hours 10 am to 12 pm; Paint Night @ 7 pm

» Ulptow
P!

A

Conyngham UCC — Zook’s Meat Pie & Apple Dumpling Sale — Meat pies: chicken, beef & sausage;
cost: $7 for 6” pies (12 0z.), $15 for 9” pies (32 0z.); Apple dumplings: Single $5 or 2 pack $9. To
order, call the church office at 570-788-1964 or Pastor Jon at 570-956-4901. Deadline is 4/9/26.
Pick-up date: 4/25/26 between 10 — 12 pm (460 Main St., Conyngham)

14
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