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CONTACT US: 

Church Office:  570-788-2685 

Email:  stjohns@epix.net  

 

Visit our website:  www.sjlutheran.org 

  

 

SUNDAY MORNINGS 
 

9:00 A.M. – Adult Bible Study  
 

10:30 A.M. – Worship 
Service of Holy Communion 

 

God welcomes everyone and so do we! 
  

 

 

 

NORMAL CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Friday 

from 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Tara Kushner, Office Secretary 

PASTORAL CARE 

Please contact our Pastor Designate, Pr. 

Michele Kaufman, if you or another 

member of the congregation goes into the 

hospital or for any other pastoral care needs 

(spiritual counsel, baptism, funerals, 

weddings).  You can reach her at 570-881-

2371 (cell ph.) or by calling the church office 

at 570-788-2685 and leaving a message with 

the secretary or on the voice mail. 

 

Go therefore and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 

to obey everything that I have 

commanded you.           Matthew 28:19-20a 

NRSV 

 

Our Prayer Circle prays for members of our parish and for people in the community at large  

with special needs or concerns. If you have a prayer request or would like more information,  

please contact Theresa Steinman at 788-2058 or email: htstein@ptd.net. All requests are  

strictly confidential.  

 

 

…but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, 

they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.  

~ Isaiah 40:31 ~ 

 

mailto:stjohns@epix.net
http://www.sjlutheran.org/
mailto:htstein@ptd.net


Our Purpose 
(Our sense of what God is calling us to be and do in the mission of the Church) 

 

God's purpose for our congregation is to be a Christ-centered community,   

glorifying God and sharing the gospel and blessings with our neighbors. 

 

Our Guiding Principles 
(The things to which we will hold ourselves accountable in all circumstances) 

 

We proclaim Jesus as our Lord and Savior. 

 

We recognize that Baptism is our entrance to our life with Christ; 

 remembering our Baptism, we always strive to forgive others as God forgives us. 

 

We recognize our neighbors as all people that God places within our reach or influence  

as we boldly share God's grace and blessings. 

 

We seek guidance from our God by embracing the Holy Spirit working through us  

and encourage every believer to use his or her spiritual gifts for God's service. 

 

We gather often in His name to offer prayer and praise,  

worshiping at least weekly around Word and Sacrament. 

 

We communicate openly, honestly, and patiently with one another,  

honoring the presence of Christ in each believer. 
 

 

 

APRIL CELEBRATIONS: 
Please remember these people in your prayers on their special days.  May they 
rejoice in the life, and the new life, which God graciously has given, and may they 
spend their days faithfully in service to the Lord.  Best wishes from our congregation 
to each one! 
 
      APRIL BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARIES: 
   2 - Kayleigh Simmons 
  3 - Michelle Allen 
                                               12 - Asa Miller 
                                                                                     

 

      APRIL BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARIES: 
 18 - Irene Heidrich 
 18 - Betty Kushner 
                                                 
We publish these celebrations as permission and information has been given.  If your 
celebration is missing from our list and you would like it included, please write the 
information on a slip of paper and submit it to the church office.  Thank you. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

         The deadline to submit information for our May newsletter is April 15. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Front row: Peggy Hawk, Patty Phile, Jan Jacobus. 
Back row: Janet Brady, Judy Houtsch  
Absent from photo: Beverly Janso, Kim Deliman, 
Clara Barrho and Alice Keyock. 

From Left to Right: 
Cathy Sweeney, Volunteer Coordinator at SpiriTrust; 
Janet Brady from St. John’s Lutheran; and Judy 
Houtsch from Trinity Lutheran in Hazleton. 
Absent from photo: Laura Gerheart, Office 
Coordinator of SpiriTrust Lutheran, and Alice Keyock 
of Trinity Lutheran in Hazleton. 

 

     Our Prayer Shawl Ministry group at St. John’s meets the first and third Wednesday of each 

month at 9:30 a.m. to crochet and knit prayer shawls, lap robes, and baby blankets. They recently 

came together with SpiriTrust Lutheran Home Care & Hospice, who was looking for people to 

make special prayer shawls and lap blankets for the veterans they serve through their program.  

Hooks and needles went into high gear, and in a few weeks they had quite a pile of warm shawls 

and blankets to donate. 

      On Sunday, February 25, several completed lap blankets were displayed around the front of the 

sanctuary at St. John’s during the 10:00 A.M. Worship Service. They were blessed in a special 

ceremony, and then sent on their way to SpiriTrust in Hazleton to provide comfort to those in need. 

       Members of our prayer shawl group, known with affection as the “Yarnies” are: Peggy Hawk, 

Janet Brady, Beverly Janso, Patty Phile, Kim Deliman, Clara Barrho and Jan Jacobus. 

        Alice Keyock and Judy Houtsch from the Prayer Shawl Ministry group of Trinity Lutheran 

Church in Hazleton joined St. John’s in this project.  

        St. John’s prayer shawl group is always looking for new members to join in this important and 

caring ministry. It is not necessary to attend the meetings to be a part of the group. Anyone who 

knits or crochets, but has other commitments in the mornings, is welcome to make items at home 

and bring them to the church on any Sunday morning. They welcome the handiwork of anyone who 

wants to bring comfort to others. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Children Do Worry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An eight-grader is quoted as saying: 

“It is hard for us to truly understand what it is like to be hungry. Do you know that 

there are students who sneak food from the lunchroom to take home to their siblings 

who aren’t old enough to go to school?” 

Family resource centers are faced with children who mentally worry about having 

enough food for the weekend for their family and siblings. This causes the students to 

worry so much that they can not concentrate completely in the classroom. No child 

should have this burden. They know that after school lets out on Friday, they may not 

receive another meal until Monday; this alone causes emotional and psychological 

distress for the child along with underdevelopment of their social skills. All aspects of 

their life are affected. 

The “Buck-A-Chick”/”Stock-a Backpack” ELCA Hunger Appeal “Good Gifts” 

program will fill a backpack with enough food for the students family for the 

weekend. We, St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Saint Johns, Pennsylvania, 

can help ease the worry of these children. 

For the month of March and April, you can give to this cause. In the St. Stephen’s 

room, you will find the “biggest and cutest” chick sitting on a table with an empty 

backpack. There are envelopes as well for donations. You can use your own envelope 

or Hunger Appeal envelope in your pack of giving envelopes. If you use your own 

envelope or the Hunger Appeal envelope, please write “backpack” on the envelope; 

place all donations in the offering basket during Sunday worship. 

$ 10.00 will fill one backpack with nutritious food. For every $ 10.00 received, the 

amount will be matched to fill another backpack. 
 

WE MAY NOT ALWAYS BE ABLE TO HELP EVERYONE,  

BUT EVERYONE CAN HELP SOMEONE. 

Melody Hinderer 

ELCA World Hunger Appeal Advocate 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

“FACES OF CHRIST”  
 

The ELCA published a Lenten devotion called “Faces of Christ.” Session 1 refers to two different portraits of 

Christ in the gospels of Mark and John. I would like to share a few highlights of the session. 

Gospel of Mark 

Mark 1:9-11 “In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 

And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a 

dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

Mark 8:31 “Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected 

by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.” 

Mark 15:37-39 “Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in 

two, from top to bottom. Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in his way he breathed his 

last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 

Questions: 

How is Jesus referred to in the Gospel of Mark? What characteristics of Jesus are highlighted? 

Who announces that Jesus is the Son of God? Interesting fact: The centurion is the first human in the Gospel 

to call Jesus “God’s Son.” Before this, only two other “characters” called Jesus the Son of God. Do you 

know who? God (Mark 1:11 and 9:7) and the demons (Mark 1:24, 3:11, and 5:7). 

 

Gospel of John 

John 1:1-5 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God. He was in 

the beginning with God. All things come through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What 

has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not overcome it.” 

 

John 3:16-18 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 

may not perish but have eternal life. Indeed God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, 

but in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but 

those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son 

of God.” 

 

John 6:35 “Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and 

whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 

 

Questions: 

How is Jesus described in the Gospel of John? What characteristics of Jesus are highlighted? 

Is John’s description of Jesus different than Mark’s? 

Concluding Lessons from the Gospels: 

a. The Gospel of Mark points to Jesus as one who suffers. The Gospel of John, points to Jesus as one 

who has the power to end suffering. 

b. Early Christians saw Jesus both as one who suffers with them and as one who will end their 

suffering. 

c. Jesus is revealed in both suffering and in God’s work in ending suffering. 

 

What does this mean for us today? Do we suffer by doing God’s work? Do we do anything to end suffering 

of others? Can we relate to those who suffer or do we ignore it? Do we relate to Jesus as the one who 

suffered for our sake or the one who can end our suffering?  

 

Submitted by Melody Hinderer 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MOTHER’S DAY TRIBUTES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

In celebration of Mother’s Day, donations may be given as a tribute to honor or memorialize the 

special women in your life, be it your mother, grandmother, daughter, etc. Donations collected will 

be given to the Pregnancy Resource Center to help new or expectant mothers. Please fill out the 

form and return it WITH PAYMENT to Janet Brady or to our church office no later than April 29. 
    

 

In honor of: 

Name                                                     
                      
 

 ________________________________________________             

 ________________________________________________       

 ________________________________________________               
 

In memory of: 

Name                                         
                   
 

 ________________________________________________       

 ________________________________________________           

 ________________________________________________       

 

TOTAL SUBMITTED: _______________________________________ 
 

Given by: (your name) _____________________________________  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


